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THE MUSIC OF A CHARLIE BROWN 
CHRISTMAS IN CONCERT 


SiflB 


BE SOCIAL - JOIN THE CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, meet new people 
and win things — doesn't everyone? 

Sign up to get insider updates about local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 


PICK YOUR PLEASURE 


LIKE/FAN/STA1K [IS JOIN OUR MAST LIST FOLLOW THE FUN 

sevendays.socialclub sevendaysvt.com @7dSocialClub 


Tickets: 80286FLYNN. flynntix.org or the Flynn Regional Box Office. 


SPRUCE PEAK 


Tickets 
On Sale Now! 


PERFORMING Box Office: 

Arts Center 802.7eo.4634 

122 Hourglass Dr. | Stowe, vt SprucePeakArts.org 
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“tun and Games 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2on 7:30 p.m. • Flynn Center, Burlington 
Apart from the eggnog... Christmas IS for kids ! Celebrate Christmas loss with the 
Vermont Symphony Orchestra as we take a look at the youthful side of the holiday. 






START PLANNING AN INDIVIDUALIZED 
MASTERS DEGREE 

• Flexible enough lo (II your career goals and lifestyle IE 


Canon 


EOS Rebel T3 
with EF-S 
18-55mm 
IS II Lens 


s 549" 


EF 75-300mm 
f/4-5.6 III Lens 

s 199” 


with ,/4 ' 56 " 1 
EF-S 18-55mm 
IS II Lens 


s 150 

Instant Savings 


Instant Savings i 
iber 27. 2011 - Ian 


^Mountain 


(802) 244-0883 
14 Sunset Drive, Watcrbury Center 

(just off route 100, across from Cold Hollow} 


BURLINGTON COLLEGE 


WANT TO TRANSFER? 


THINKING ABOUT A 
GRADUATE PROGRAM? 


JEWELERS InC. 1840 

78 Church Street, Burlington, VT 05401 
Holiday Hours: Nov 30: 10ani-5:30pm • Dec 1 & 2. 10am-8pm 
Dec 3: 10am-5 30pm • Dec 4: llam-5pm • Dec 5-7: lOam-Spm 
J | www.fremeaujewders.com | (802) 658-0333 


CHURCH&MAIN 


Vermont's Largest Inventory 
of New & Used Photo Gear 
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THE AQUALOOP 

DROP 60 FEET PER SECOND. 
PREPARE YOUR BEST SCREAM. 


PUMP 

H0USE 

INDOOR WATERPARK 

at 

JAY ^ PEAK 


VERMONT 


CH V -TE 


Featuring 


D. UBUE 


BARREL 


Multiple Slides & Kid’s Play Area - Big River and Big Falls 
Climbing Wall - Indoor & Outdoor Hot Tubs - Elevation 
| y . 185V Family Arcade - The Warming Shelter Snack Bar 
- The Drink (pool-side bar) - The Wave Surf Shop 
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Celebrate the 

FIRST SPLASH! 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 

WITH YOUR FRIENDS FROM 

S & SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 
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facing 

facts 

£» 

CAMPING COST 

Compared to 
other “Occupied" 
cities, Burlington’s 

a couple thousand 
in police overtime. 
Nobody’s gutting 
rich here, folks, 




WARM C FUZZY 

more than 1000 


winter coats for the 
population served by 
Sweetwaters' annual 


perfect side dish. 

CHECKAND 

BALANCE? 

The Vermont 
Supreme Court says 

liable for (ailing to' 

woman who died 
ofhypothermia. 
Chilling, 


FREAKY FRIDAY 

Is it really worth 
staying up all night 

to buy an Xbox? At 
least nobody got 
pepper sprayed here. 




f&\_ 


46k 


University Mall in 

South Burlington 
on Black Friday, 

according to Vermont 

public Radio. 


TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 

1. Movie Review: “The Twilight Saga: Breaking 
Dawn: Part 1“ by Margot Harrison. Vampire 
sex and part-human babies are the orders of 
the day in the latest Twilight (lick, 

2 “Funeral Pie“ by Meghan Dewald. Slate.com 
linked to this 2008 piece about the classic 

3. “Just Chute Me“ by Sarah Tuff. Looki ng for a 
Jay Peak's new Pump House indoor water 

4. Side Dishes: “They’re Not Chicken" by 

Corin Hlrsch. Restaurant chain Chick-fil-A 

chicken and a leafy green vegetable are so 
easy to mix up. 

5 “House on Fire" by Dan Bolles. From 
Bonjour-Hi! to 2K Deep, electronic dance 
music ignites the Burlington club scene. 
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tweet of 
the week: 


ernadworny 

People already trying losneak 





OURTWEEPLE: SEVEN0AVSVT.COM/TWrTTDt 



membership and keep the savings for yourself. 
Offer expires 12/15/11. 


NNOOLEN 


Buy one membership, get one ,ifl 

50% OFF i-S 


full line of nautilus equipment & free weights I 
pool • racquetball court • personal training 
never an initiation fee 


GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
20West Canal Street -Winooski -655-2399 

twmhealthclub.com Like usonfacebook! JE 

Winter Hours: M-F 5:30an-9pra • Sat 7am-5pm • Sun 9arn-Spm 












Holiday 

Catering 

Available! 




family feasts 
to c ' 

corporate parties. 


Holiday Hangover Deal 

1 Large t Topping • 6 Wings 
3 Bros. Cinna Twists 
2 Liter coke product 

$19.99 


SEVEN DAYS 


FLOW GOING. 


feed back 



TOONED OUT 

[The cartoon] "Bill the Cockroach” is not 
funny. It has not been funny since it began 
appearing in your publication, and I feel it 
merely detracts from the otherwise awe- 
some spread. Surely there is another artist 
out there to fill this humorless void. 

John O'Brien 
FLETCHER 


TINY TIM S BIOGRAPHER 
RESPONDS 

[Re “Uke Power," November 2]: As the 
author of the forthcoming authorized bi- 
ography of Tiny Tim. Eternal Troubadour: 
The Improbable Life of Tiny Tim, and 
having worked on two Tiny Tim releases. 
I’ve Never Seen a Straight Banana and 
Lost and Found Vol. I, I find [GuitarSam 
owner Kevin] Crossett's assertion that 
Tiny “turned the ukulele backward" and 
that he had to "wait 'til people outgrew his 
memory" to be completely ridiculous. 

Tiny Tim was a walking encyclopedia 
of music spanning from the 1800s up to the 
1990s. He had a vast array of singing voices 
and was capable of performing virtually 
any genre of music. The fact that he was 
perceived as a novelty act is no fault of his 
own, and the onus of any stigma that may 
have become attached to the ukulele is not 
on him. 

Many recent articles about neo-ukers 
are rife with attempts to disassociate the 
ukelelc from Tiny Tim. 1 ask these people: 
Would any other hit record in 1968 have 


featured a ukulele if not for Tiny Tim? 
No. Second: If the newfound atmosphere 
surrounding the ukulele is as lighthearted 
and fun as described in this article, why 
then is this silly little instrument taken so 
seriously? The only thing that’s backward 
is the evaluation of Tiny’s legacy by the 

Contrary to what this article says, no 
one has outgrown Tiny's memory. He 
still has a strong and dedicated following 
around the world. Some basic research on 
the author's part would have revealed that 
Justin A. Martell 
NEW YORK. NY 


SHOT IN THE DARK 

I’d love to see Ken Picard tell the other 
side of the story [“Health Care Providers 
Take a Shot at Increasing Childhood 
Immunizations." November 2]! Since one- 
third of all parents voice some concerns 
about vaccine safety. 1 am surprised the 
article ended up so biased and pro-vaccine. 
He describes the “refuseniks.” or those 
who choose not to inoculate their children, 
as “highly educated, well-read parents.” So 
where are they getting their information? 
If they are highly educated and well read, 
then they must be basing their decision 
on something other than “junk science.” 
Please don't tell me that Ken Picard actu- 
ally believed that the presence of pharma 
giants Merck and Eli Lilly at this confer 
ence was not a conflict of interest Maybe 
Ken Picard was sent to just cover the 



WEEK IN REVIEW 


conference, but he uncovered more of a 
story than he actually reported. I’d expect 
that from mainstream news outlets, but 
from Seven Days ? 


STICKS AND STONES 

In a recent art! de ["Barre v. Waterbury: Two 
Towns Duke It Outfor Vermont's Displaced 
Workers,” November 23], Andy Bromage 
wrote about the exciting possibility of a 
new state office complex in Barre City. 
Unexpectedly, Bromage also wrote about a 
popular community art project in this way: 
“Aside from a few granite sculptures, the 
pan: el is just a patch of grass and graveL” 

Alternatively, an article published 
by Kevin J. Kelley [“New 
Sculpture Garden Evokes 
Barre’s Rock- Solid Past,” 

September 28] hon- 
ored the tradition of * 
stone sculpture in 
Barre and the excit- 
ing, contemporary 
works created by 
local studio artists 1 
that are currently 
on display in a vacant 
lot — now a temporary 
sculpture park. 

The two articles seem to be 
light-years apart. I was startled that an 
outstanding group of sculptures made by 
local artists would be described in such an 
offhand manner by Bromage. 


friendliness. I felt like a part of the town, 
and after the flood I volunteered my time 
to help there. Not that anybody seems 
to care much what we displaced state 
workers think about where we should be 
located, but let me tell you this: If I get 

getting a cent of my money, if I can help 
it I won't eat in restaurants there. I won't 
shop there. I will tell others not to eat or 
shop there. I'm not for sale. I want to go 
home. I want to go back to Waterbury. 

Seth Steinzor 
SOUTH BURLINGTON 



Higby is the director ofBarre's Studio 
Place Arts. She designed and curated 
the sculpture park inDepot Park. 


WATERBURY, PLEASE 

Hey, Barre Mayor Lauzon and Gov. 
Shumlin: I'm one of the displaced state 
workers ["Barre v. Waterbury: Two Towns 
Duke It Out for Vermont's Displaced 
Workers.” November 23]. I loved work- 
ing in Waterbury. I loved its beauty and 


WHOSE NATURAL RESOURCES? 

[Re "Occupy Lowell Mountain? Despite 
Court Order, Opponents Camp Near GMP 
Blasting Zone,” October 19]: There is 
icthing far more deadly than the 
spruce bud worm, the emerald 
ash borer and acid rain that 
destroying the forests of 
our Green Mountains. I 
am perplexed trying to 
understand why vari- 
ous state agencies will 
spend millions of tax 
dollars to combat worms 
and beetles, to ensure the 
health of our deer herd, and 
to ensure the health of our 
rivers, lakes, ponds and wetlands, 
and yet, there is hardly anyone who is 
willing to stop thecurrent culprit. 

The governor, his administration and 
his international corporate chums are 
rapidly destroying our natural resources 
in the name of public good for projects 
that are poorly planned and economically 
unsound. With minimal regard for our 
natural resources —resources that our 
state agencies arc empowered to protect 
on our behalf - they plan to develop addi- 
tional industrial wind turbine sites across 

Stop the further destruction of our 
finite resources due to corporate greed. Let 
the people of Vermont - not the governor 
and the appointed Public Service Board 
members — decide the fate of our natural 


FULL DISCLOSURE 

State Sen. Tim Ashe (D/P- 
Chittenden), a candidate in the 
Burlington mayoral race, is the 
domestic partner of Seven Days 
publisher and coeditor Paula Routly. 
Routly is not assigning or editing sto- 
ries or columns about Burlington pol- 
itics for the duration of the campaign. 
Seven Days staffer Andy Bromage 
now has that role. 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yourfeedbackmust.. 

■ be 250 words or fewer: 

• respond to Seven Days content: 

• Include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 

Your submission options include: 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback®^ eve ndaysvt com 

• Seven Days P.0. Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 


'HEARTtoHAND' 

Annual Holiday Show & Sale 

Dec. 2nd & 3rd, 10-50% off. 
Paintings by Susan Osmond 
through December. 



Friday, December 2nd, 5-8 
Open daily December Sth to 24th, tO-S. 



GALLERY 

www.alchemyjewelryarts.com 
Corner of Pine and Howard. Burlington 



Red Square 

Shake your b»ofy/ 


WED 11/30 EMMA FRANK TRIO 7PM 
DJCRE8 10PM 

THU 12/1 DJ DAKOTA 9PM 

DJ (RES 10PM/DJA-DO0 11PM 
FRI 12/2 UP THE CHAIN 5PM 
BARKIA 8PM 

DJ SIAVROS CPU / BONJOUR-HI 11PM 
SAT 12/3 THE BEERWORTH StSTBtS 5PM 

CRAIG MITCHELL 8 MOTOR CITY 8PM 
OJ SIAVROS tlPM /OJA-DOG BAM 
SUN 12/4 CLOSED 

MON 12/5 NDUSTRY NIGHT FT. ROBBIE J DPM 
TUE 12/6 SUPER K 7PM 

CRAIG MITCHELL 10PM 

WED 12/7 ANDRK SEVERANCE SEXTET 7PM 
DJCRE8 10PM 

sc ourchsf •j/sy-xw •redsnuaiwfcom 
RENT THE SQUARE FoR YoUR PARTY/ 
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O-BRIENS O 

AVEDA INSTITUTE 


RING IN THE NEW YEAR 
WITH A NEW CAREER 

COSMETOLOGY 

STARTS IN JANUARY 


Scan QR Code for 
Special Offers 
in our Clinic 






ytafa Federally Insured by NCUA 


Local, affordable, and on your side'.” 







dear^lucy. 


38 Church Street 

862.5126 

dearlucy.com 

Mon-Thu lOam-8 pm 
Fri & Sat 10am-9pm 
Sun llam-6pm 
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WHAT’S YOUR DEAL? 


Gravy Fry Goodness? 
Dinner in Montpelier? 
Marimba Madness? 


SWEETPERKS 


Purchase these deals only at: deals.sevendaysvt.com 


1/2PRICETICKETS 



NECTAR'S: 

$20 TOWARDS FOOD AND 
BEVERAGE FOR ONLY $10 

Don't miss out on Nectar’s famous gravy fries! 



BLACK 


DOOR 


THE BLACK DOOR: 


$40 TOWARDS FOOD AND 
BEVERAGE FOR ONLY $20 


If you haven't checked outThe Black Door 


restaurant in Montpelier, now is your chance! 



FAMILY PASS TO 
THE VERMONT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL 

Friday-Saturday, 

Dec. 2-4 $15 $7. 50 (4 tix) 
Champlain Valley Expo, 
Essex Junction 

Bring the whole family to 
this annual celebration of 
cultures from around the 
world, bringing their crafts, 
foods, music and dance to our 
doorstep. 



JANE BOXALL 
SOLO MARIMBA 

Saturday, December 17 
$ 21.80 $10.90 
Flynn Space, Burlington 

Jane Boxall presents solo 
marimba music using 
between zero and eight 
mallets. 


SEVEN DAYS 

DeaL^ 


TICKET 



Seven Days delivers deep discounts on concerts, shows, plays and more! 
In between ticket deals, get local perks on shopping, services and dining. 


Sign up for DealTicket emails today: dGdlS.S6V6nddySVt.C0m 






LOOKING FORWARD 


5 flight. 


Chinese dragon flow through the streets 
of Waterbury In a glow-in- the-dark stroll 
ending at the town's annual tree lighting. 

SEE CALENDAR USTING ON PAGE 57 


MUST SEE. MUST DO THIS WEEK 

COMPILED BY CAROLYN FOX 


If thereS no place like homefor the holi- 
days, Paul Besaw's dance/theater work 
SELF-ADDRESSED proves particularly 
timely. The choreographer organizes 
foursoloand group works related to the 
concept of home. Clare Byrne and Selene 
Colburn are among the collaborators in 


come by this time of year, but 
there's far more than unique handcrafts 
at the annual VERMONT INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL. A celebration of diversity, this 
affair goes global with a packed lineup of 


.Where else will Chii 


in Edgewater Gallery’s second 
annual show of small works. "SHORT 
STORIES." Twenty-seven artists contribute 


slier than a foot — but the subjects and 
nplied narratives make their messages 
nghty. See why bigger isn't always bette 
ow through New Year's Eve. 

EE ART REVIEW ON PAGE 78 


everything else.. 

CALENOAR 

CLASSES 
MUSIC 
ART 


i the BCACe 


Phantom in tow, the super-sweet show 
includes infectious tracksfromthe 
five-piece outfit’s upcoming full-length 


SATURDAY 3 

Away We Glow 


THURSDAY 1 

Old Souls 


SATURDAY 3 

Home 

Sweet Home 


FRIDAY 2-SUNDAY 4 

Fest Forward 

Craft bazaars are easy to 


UNbUINb 

It's a Small World 

Height does not equal weigh' 
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fihrhbnat, 
Qanintx & fUaus 


Bow Meow Pet 
Grooming School 
INVITES YOU TO HAVE 
YOUR DOG'S PHOTO 
TAKEN WITH SANTA 

Saturday, Dec 3 • 2:30-5:30 pm 

(no appointment necessary) 


878. DOGS 

26 Susie Wilson Rd., Essex 


100% of 
your donations 
will benefit 

Foundation 
for Canine 
Cancer Inc. 



FAIR GAME o p EN season ON VERMONT politics BY shay 


Was Ashe Aware? 
Did Miro Know? 


T he two Democrats running 
for mayor of Burlington may 
differ in style and political 
pedigree, but they share at 
least one common experience. Both 
sat on boards overseeing city projects 
that have become financial debacles: 
Burlington Telecom and the Burlington 
International Airport parking garage. 

As a city councilor, state Sen. tim ashe 
(D/P- Chittenden) served on die city's 
Board of Finance when it approved 
budgets for Burlington Telecom — the 
municipally owned phone, internet and 
cable provider that borrowed S17 million 
from the city's cash pool with no plan for 
paying it back. 

As a member of the Burlington 
Airport Commission, miro Weinberger 
voted in favor of building a $14.5 million 
parking garage without firm financing in 
place to pay for it - a plan that’s forced 
the city to borrow money at a higher cost 
to taxpayers. 

Did the mayoral hopefuls sufficiently 
scrutinize these city projects before they 

Weinberger has been critical of Ashe's 
complicity in the BT financial scandal. 
Yet Weinberger and die airport commis- 
sion voted multiple times — often widi 
conditions that went unheeded by city 
hall - to expand the airport’s garage. 
He did so even after the airport's bond 
rating was downgraded in mid-2010 
and the commission was left with un- 
answered questions about the airport’s 
ability to pay off any new debt. 

These votes all occurred after BT 
became a political and fiscal shit show. 

To his credit, in June 2010, 
Weinberger raised pointed questions 
via email to then airport director Brian 
searles about whether the airport could 
truly afford the project. Jonathan Leopold, 
then Burlington’s chief administrative 
officer, assured die commission the city 
could finance die project, and the com- 
mission again sustained its support 
The commission’s go-along-to-get- 
along attitude changed in April of this 
year when Weinberger and his col- 
leagues were asked to approve a short- 
term-financing fix diat would refund 
the city’s cash pool $135 million. Up 
until that point the airport commis- 
sioners were unaware the cash pool was 
the garage project’s source of funding. 
For a moment it looked like another 
Burlington Telecom in the making. 


The airport commission also learned 
that a key section from a 2009 feasibility 
study was withheld. It said dial borrow- 
ing to build the parking garage could put 
the airport in jeopardy of taking on too 
much debt. 

“Learning diat was breaditaking and 
it raised the issue to the level of gross 
fiscal mismanagement for me, and I felt 
the commission could no longer be a 
part of it," Weinberger told Fair Game. 


IT’S NOT 
100 PERCENT 
FOOLPROOF, 

BUTWE'RE MAKING IT 
AS TOUGH AS 
WE POSSIBLY CAN 
FOH PEOPLE TO GAME 
THE SYSTEM. 

STEVE HOWARD. CHAIR. 

BURLINGTON CITY DEMOCRATS 

Weinberger won approval from his 
fellow' commissioners to craft a memo 
laying out the commission's longstand- 
ing concerns about the project and how 
it had been kept in the dark by mayor bob 
kiss' administration. But in the end, after 
reviewing several drafts, the commis- 
sion voted 3-2 against issuing the memo. 

In late June, Weinberger went di- 
rectly to the city council to deliver a 
message that amounted to: Don't blame 

“I felt die council needed to know 
what had happened in order to come 
up with a solution to make sure it didn’t 
happen again.” said Weinberger. 

Weinberger maintains the commis- 
sion took action to fix a problem it didn’t 
create and has since worked with the 
airport staff to trim its budget and right- 
size its finances. On the odier hand, 
Weinberger has openly criticized Ashe 
for being a “longtime political ally and 
supporter of Bob Kiss and his manage- 
ment of Burlington Telecom." 


Weinberger’s dig is largely due 
to Ashe’s November 2009 claim at a 
Progressive Party convention: “There is 
no scandal, there is no controversy, and 
there is no poor health of our munici- 
pally owned telecom service. Burlington 
Telecom is off to a very good start." 

These words continue to haunt Ashe, 
and for good reason: It was clear BT was 
struggling when he was on the council 
So why did he make such sweeping 

“My response was a direct rebut- 
tal — and perhaps too emotional 
- to (Department of Public Service] 
Commissioner david o'brien and Auditor 
tom salmon's claim that something 
criminal was going on," said Ashe. By 
November 2009, Leopold had taken re- 
sponsibility for approving the cash pool 
withdrawals to prop up BT. No criminal 
charges were ever filed against city of- 
ficials, even after investigations by state 
and federal authorities. 

Ashe knew, or should have known, 
that BT’s finances were shaky because 
he served on the city’s Board of Finance 
from April 2008 to April 2009 - a time 
when die telecom was sucking millions 
from the city’s checkbook with no clear 
means to repay it 

In fact, Ashe noted to Fair Game 
diat the finance board tried to fix BT's 
financial problems by forcing it to create 
a new business plan. Also, in mid-2008, 
the board and city council approved a 
resolution demanding BT only use its 
own cash to further build out within the 
city limits. 

Despite these actions, no one on 
die board of finance — Ashe, Democrat 
andy montroll or dien- Board of Finance 
chairman Republican kurt wright 
raised public alarms about BT’s siz- 
able debt to taxpayers. Not even when 
Montroll and Wright challenged Kiss for 
his job in 2009. 

Why not? 

“While it was well known that diere 
were financial problems, it was not until 
the audits came out diat we understood 
just how bad things were,” admitted 
Montroll, who is a telecommunications 
attorney by trade. “It came to a point 
when they just couldn't hide it anymore." 

Caucus Clause 

The Democrats are making a list and 
checking it twice 

The “list” released on Monday names 
everyone who is eligible to vote at the 



GOT A TIP FOR SHAY? SHAV@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


Burlington Democratic Party's mayoral 
"caucus conclusion" on December 
11 — otherwise known as the 1311 most 
popular people in Burlington. At least 
through next week. 

The Dems’ November 13 caucus 
ended in a S40-S40 tie between Tim 
Ashe and Miro Weinberger 
and only those who regis- 
tered at that event can cast a 
final ballot 

That official list is ex- 
pected to grow between 
now and re-caucus day. as people have 
already come forward to say their name 
was erroneously left off the list. And if 
you thought the caucus voting rules 
were arcane, wait till you hear the rules 
for getting added to the list 

Tb petition onto die voter list, 
Burlingtonians must file a sworn af- 
fidavit saying they registered at the 
November 13 caucus at Memorial 
Auditorium. Along with the affidavit, 
voters need two witnesses to sign sworn 
affidavits - wliich need to be notarized. 

Requests must be delivered to either 
City Democratic Party chairman steve 
Howard or vice chairman ed Adrian by 5 
p.m. on Monday, December 5. 

By noon on December 6, city 
Democrats will post the list of added 
names online. 

At that point, anyone can challenge 
the additional names — but only until 
5 p.m. on Thursday. December 8. Any 
challenger must also sign a sworn affi- 
davit and have it notarized. 

The city party's executive committee 
will then vet the requests from alleged 
disenfranchised voters and convene a 
tribunal to hear challenges. A final, un- 
contestable list of eligible voters will be 
posted by high noon on December 10 - 
die day before the caucus re-do. 

Sounds simple. What could possibly 
(cough) go wrong? 

"There’s no absolute way to ensure 
this is foolproof” admitted Howard. 
“We have to have some element of trust 
that people will be honest. It's not 100 
percent foolproof, but we're malting it as 
tough as we possibly can for people to 
game the system.” 

Why do I have this nagging sense 
that Ashe v. Weinberger could become 
Vermont's Bush v. Gore? 

Too Big to Fail? 

If w.a. yeats were around to write about 
the pending merge- between Green 
Mountain Power and Central Vermont 
Public Service, he might haw written this 
closing line to “Second Coming": What 


rough beast, its hours come round at last, 
slouches toward Montpel ier to be born? 

The Vermont Public Service Board 
— the trio of state regulators charged 
with rubber-stamping, er, analyzing, die 
deal — has set an aggressive (by utility 
standards) hearing schedule to vet this 
multifaceted, $700-million- 
plus deal. Testimony is ex- 
pected to end in less than five 
months. 

If approved, nearly two- 
thirds of the state's power 
market will be controlled by GMP's 
parent company, Gaz Metro of Quebec, 
which will wield significant sway over 
VELCO, the utility diat manages die 
state's power-transmission network. 

Widi such high stakes, state Sen. vince 
iu.uzzi (R-Essex/Orleans) and 45 other 
consumers petitioned die PSB to hire 
an independent counsel to represent 
ratepayer interests. Their chief concern 
is a conflict of interest — or a perceived 
one - between die Shumlin administra- 
tion and Green Mountain Power. 

Department of Public Service 
Commissioner Elizabeth miller's hus- 
band, eric miller, is a managing partner 
in die law firm diat represents GMP 
and, as such, derives an indirect income 
from GMP's payments to his firm. 

Two weeks ago, the PSB rejected 
Illuzzi’s request but left open the possi- 
bility of an appeal once the DPS weighs 
in on the merger. Illuzzi plans to meet 
with Miller before deciding whether to 
fight on. 

At least one of his petition's signato- 
ries wants the PSB to appoint a special 
counsel — period. 

In comments filed with the depart- 
ment last week, former DPS public 
advocate sam press wrote: “If the hoard 
passes u p this opportunity, it would lend 
credence to the cynical popular percep- 
tion that government is an insiders' 
game rigged to benefit big business.” ® 

(Tim Ashe is die domestic partner 
of Seven Days publisher and coeditor 
Paula Roudy. See disclosure on page 7.) 


B Watch Shay discuss Vermont politics 
this Wednesday on The :30" on 
WCAX-TV. 

Follow Shay on Twitter: 
twltter.com/ShayTotten. 

facebook.com/sevendaysvt.fairgame. 
|B»Send Shay an old-fashioned email: 
lsSlshayffisevendaysvt.com. 


— 



Mfegfeyrtenfol 


i tleae fr.St.flflj 

Jmmm 


LEUNIG’S. ..THE ESSENCE OF DOWNTOWN 


Leunig’s. . .Where Every Dry Is a Holidy 


LEUNIG’S 


THE PANACHE OF PARIS AND THE VALUE OF VERMONT 
IN THE CENTER OF BURLINGTON! 


Visit Us Today! 

The Bearded Frog 


k. Bar opens at 4:30 ♦ Dinner service at 5:00 
p Seven days a week 

5247 Shelburne Road 
Shelburne Village, 985-9877 
thebeardedfrog.com 







local matters 


Why Aren’t Vermont’s Wind Turbines 
State Inspected? Ask Green Mountain Power 


§ 


G reen Mountain Power has 
become Vermont's favorite 
whipping boy. Whether it's for 
blasting on Lowell Mountain 
to make way for industrial wind devel- 
opment, or its proposed merger with 
Central Vermont Public Service, the 
state's largest utility has garnered plenty 
of critics in the past few months. Sen. 
Vince Ilium (R-Essex/ Orleans), who 
chairs die Senate Natural Resources and 
Energy Committee, is calling for an inde- 
pendent counsel to investigate the merger. 

Unifying detractors is die perceptkm, 
deserved or not, that GMP is benefiting 
from a cozy relationship with Gov. Peter 
Shumlin. Now comes another piece of 
fodder for the conspiracy mill: The el- 
evators being installed inside the nearly 
300- foot wind turbines won't be subject 
to state inspection. At least, that's how 
GMP has interpreted die law. 

Recendy, a licensed elevator me- 
chanic with more dian 25 years of expe- 
rience in the industry visited one of the 
turbines in the 40-megawatt Sheffield 
Wind project He noted diat inside the 
tower is a small, two-person lift that car- 
ries workers and their gear 260 feet up 
from the base of the tower to its nacelle, 
where the turbine’s “guts" are located. 
He likened it to “a birdcage on a wire.” 

Since New England’s elevator indus- 
try is a small and relatively tight-knit 
community, the mechanic says he was 
curkius to know who installed and 
inspected these 16 elevators, which are 
unlike any he had ever worked on. He 
also wanted to know who is installing, 
maintaining and inspecting the elevators 
that are going into the 21 turbines GMP is 
building on Lowell Mountain. He asked 
for anonymity in this story for fear using 
his name might compromise his job. 

The elevator mechanic contacted 
Vermont's Elevator Safety Review Board. 
The ESRB, which is appointed by the 
governor and overseen by the Division 
of Fire Safety — part of the Department 
of Public Safety — is charged with ensur- 
ing that all elevators in the state comply 
with the industry's electrical, construc- 
tion and life-safety codes. 

The mechanic discovered that 
Vermont’s wind-turbine elevators do not 
have to be installed by licensed mechan- 
ics, nor are they subject to annual inspec- 
tions. In fact, of the 2800 or so elevators 
in Vermont, those in wind turbines are 
the only passenger elevators, other than 



diose in private residences, that don’t fall 
under the jurisdiction of the Division of 
Fire Safety. 

Why not? Apparently, because GMP 
says they don't. And thus far, 

no one at the Division of Fire 

Safety has challenged GMP’s HJ|| 
claim. 

On August 4, GMP attor- 
ney Mari McClure sent a letter to die 
ESRB explaining GMP's position on die 
matter; “The wind turbines will not be 


open to the general public and the ser- 
vice lifts installed in the wind turbines 
will only be utilized by GMP employ- 
ees and authorized representatives for 
installation and maintenance. 
Accordingly, GMP believes 
1 1 1 diat the installation and per- 
■■■^1 mitting requirements ... have 
not been triggered." 

Neverdieless, a few days later, on 
August 9, die ESRB voted unanimously 
to require diat all turbine elevators in 


the state be permitted and installed by 
licensed elevator mechanics only and 
inspected annually. However, die ESRB 
lacks the regulatory teeth to force the 
issue with GMP. 

None of the ESRB members con- 
tacted for this story was willing to 
go on the record about the decision. 
ESRB chair Bob Patterson, who works 
for the Department of Public Safety, 
didn't return calls seeking a comment 
Cochair Bob McLeod, who works for the 
Vermont Department of Labor, deferred 
all queries to Bob Sponable, regional 
manager of the Division of Fire Safety’s 
Barre office. 

As Sponable explains, the Division of 
Fire Safety has jurisdiction over a wide 
variety of structures in the state, bodi 
public and private. As he puts it, “It’s 
easier for me to tell you what we don't 
cover: single-family, owner-occupied 
homes and farms. That’s it” 

Why no oversight of wind-turbine el- 
evators? Sponable says his office has had 
“discussions at lengdi" on this topic but 
ultimately agreed with GMP: In effect, 
because its wind turbines are owned 
and operated by a regulated utility, he 
says, any oversight of their operations 
falls to die Department of Public Service 
and the Public Service Board, the latter 
of which issued GMP its Certificate of 
Public Good on the Lowell project. 

Sarah Hofmann is deputy commis- 
sioner of the Department of Public 
Service. As she points out, DPS has 
authority to examine power plants, 
equipment, transmission lines, substa- 
tions and various odier properties be- 
longing to utilities. But as for elevators, 
she admits, "I'm afraid I’m a little out of 
my element.. We definitely do not 'do' 
elevators.” 

What about Vermont’s workers’ com- 
pensator system, which protects and 
compensates employees injured on the 
job? Director Steve Monahan says that 
his office has the authority to inspect 
virtually any workplace or job site in the 
state, except for those in federal build- 
ings and military installations. 

“If an employer was not doing regular 
inspections and maintenance, yes, that 
would be of concern to me,” Monahan 
says. However, he adds, unless his 
agency receives an employee complaint 
about a wind-turbine elevator, or there's 
a fatality in one, VOS HA has no reason to 
go in and inspect them. 
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Such explanations "defy logic." 
says Gregg Rogers, national coordi- 
nator of the Elevator Industry Work 
Preservation Fund, a partnership be- 
tween the nation’s elevator manufactur- 
ers and its technicians. Rogers, who's 
based in Adel, Iowa, knows something 
about wind-turbine elevators. Iowa is 
now die second-largest wind producer 
in the United States and has scores of 
turbines dotting its landscape. 

Rogers acknowledges that the 
Department of Public Service and its 
PSB may regulate utilities, "But an el- 
evator is still an elevator, and it doesn't 
matter if it's in a nuclear power plant or 
a wind-turbine tower." 


OTHER THAN 
THOSE IN PRIVATE 
RESIDENCES, WIND 
TURBINES HAVETHE 
ONLY PASSENGER 
ELEVATORS 

THAT UBTf 
INSPECTED BY 
THE STATE. 

That wind towers aren't "public” 
hardly seems grounds for such an 
exemption, he notes. Many other 
ESRB-inspected elevators in Vermont 
are also closed to the public, including 
those at Vermont Yankee, the McNeil 
Generating Station and the hydroelec- 
tric dams on the Connecticut River. 
Electrical inspectors from the Division of 
Fire Safety routinely inspect the electrical 
connections on solar arrays, too. Prisons, 
jails and construction sites all comply 
with die same elevator-safety rules. 

But the elevators in wind turbines 
are unlike any others found in Vermont, 
explains GMP spokesperson Dorothy 
Schnure, and thus need to be installed 
and maintained by out-of-state experts. 


“These are very different from what 
you'd find in a shopping mall or an office 
building" she explains. "It’s a specialty 
lift equipment specifically designed for 
wind turbines _ just like any other spe- 
cialty equipment we have around our 
generators." 

Rogers acknowledges that wind- 
turbine elevators are unique. Like die 
towers they 'rebuilt in, they occasionally 
sway in high winds. However, there’s 
nothing inherently unsafe about turbine 
elevators. As he explains, manufactur- 
ers began adding them to wind towers 
after they found that technicians climb- 
ing hundreds of feet up and down lad- 
ders day after day were getting burned 
out within 24 months. With the added 
cost of training new technicians, he 
says, “the lift became a viable option." 

About 27 people are killed in elevator 
mishaps each year, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. However, 
because this particular aspect of wind 
power is still in its infancy, Rogers says 
his organization has yet to compile 
any accident statistics related to wind 
turbine elevators. Nevertheless, he says 
most states require that all elevators be 
inspected annually and maintained by 
either licensed or “qualified" elevator 
mechanics. 

Shortly before press time, John 
Wood, deputy commissioner of Public 
Safety, issued this statement: 

“It has recently come to light 
that elevators will be installed in the 
wind-turbines on Lowell Mountain,” 
Wood said. “With the assistance of die 
Department of Public Service and die 
Vermont Attorney General's Office, die 
Department of Public Safety is review- 
ing if wind turbines are considered 
public buildings and, subsequendy, if 
die elevators are subject to inspection 
under die jurisdiction of die Division of 
Fire Safety.” 

That latest word is welcome news 
to the Vermont elevator mechanic, who 
emphasizes that he’s neither looking for 
additional work nor opposed to indus- 
trial wind power. 

“Yeah, I’m in favor of wind power, 
100 percent. But I’m also for elevator 
safety," he says. “Nobody can survive a 
260-foot fall from inside these towers. 
And if I were an employee there. I’d feel 
much better knowing that somebody 
was making sure they're installed and 
maintained properly." ® 
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New York Times Correspondent 
David Sanger Analyzes Obama 



BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 


s there an “Obama Doctrine”? 

That’s one of the questions 
David Sanger asks himself as chief 
Washington correspondent for the 
New York Times. It’s also the title of his 
talk on Wednesday, December 7, at Essex 
High School. 

Sanger is uniquely positioned to 
observe the 44th president, who, three- 
quarters of the way through what may 
turn out to be his sole term in office, 
remains an elusive, almost enigmatic, 
figure. Some say it’s not entirely clear 
what he believes in. 

Just because he's notched a series 
of big achievements overseas - killing 
Osama bin Laden, assisting in the re- 
moval of Muammar Qaddafi, negotiating 
nuclear cutbacks with Russia and draw- 
ing down US. troops in Iraq — doesn’t 
mean Obama is operating in accordance 
with some strategic 
template, or “doc- 
trine,” as foreign- 
policy wonks put 
it The president's 
moves abroad can seem confusing at 
times, if not altogether contradictory. 

But Sanger's job is to make sense 
of them, and the 51-year-old reporter 
has plenty of experience from which to 
draw. His 25 -year career at the Times 
includes a six-year stint as chief of die 
paper's Tokyo bureau. He covered eco- 
nomics stories in Japan as well as in New 
York, while also writing on nuclear pro- 
liferation. Sanger was a member of two 
Times teams that won Pulitzer Prizes 

- the first for an investigation of die 
causes of die space shuttle Challenger 
disaster; the second for a series of stories 
on the Clinton administration's efforts to 
control American businesses’ exports to 
China. 

In Sanger's view, Obama’s actions 
seem to point to an underlying doctrine: 
The president seeks to advance U.S. 
interests by attacking bothersome but 
comparatively weak antagonists from 
a safe distance — politically for him, 
and physically for American soldiers. 
This tactic was applied most clearly in 
Libya, where the U.S. led the overthrow 
of Qaddafi “from behind,” and more co- 
vertly in Iran, where the United States is 
believed to have joined Israel in launch- 
inga reportedly devastating cyber attack 
on Iran’s nuclear program. The doctrine 

- if there is one - can also be discerned 
ill the cases of Somalia and Yemen. 


Drone-fired missiles have been used in 
both those countries to kill individuals 
the United States identified as terrorist 
leaders. 

Obama seems perplexed, however, 
about how to handle a foreign crisis in 
which even indirect U.S. force could 
have destabilizing consequences. Syria 
is currently die foremost example of a 
regional linchpin where the "doctrine” 
doesn't apply. 

In a phone interview, Sanger dis- 
cussed these and other issues he’ll cover 
next week in Vermont. 

SEVEN DAYS: You're speaking in 
Vermont on the topic of an Obama 
Doctrine. So is there one? 

DAVID SANGER: While the president 
hasn’t articulated a doctrine, you can 
intuit one by piecing together what’s 
happened in the past three years. 

If you look at what he said while 
campaigning, you'd think his approach 
would be one of engagement [with U.S. 
antagonists]. But he discovered pretty 
quickly that engagement doesn’t work 
too well - with North Korea and Iran, 
for instance. 

Obama knew, however, that die country 
is in a time and in a political mood in which 
it’s not possible to keep fighting significant 
land-based conflicts around the world. The 
budget crunch, on top of everydiing else, 
means it's really not an option. 

And so he’s turned to low-casualty, 
effective technology options, of which 
drones are obviously one. Cyber warfare 
— like the Stuxnet virus used against 
Iran — is another, but Obama hasn't dis- 
cussed it much. 

SD: Doesn't this approach make it 
too easy for the U nited States to 
intervene around the world? Isn’t it 
too antiseptic? 

DS: It is a very significant change from 
the way conflicts have been fought in the 
past. But you could say it's also antiseptic 
to be dropping bombs from 30,000 feet. 
Obama's approach can make low-level 
intervention easier, but it may not be 
useful in some cases. 

Could you have defeated Saddam 
Hussein in this way? If you had done in 
Iraq what you did in Libya would that 
have worked? Maybe, maybe not. 

SD: You've written in pieces for 
the Times that an Obama Doctrine 
doesn’t apply in certain situations. 


DS: Syria is a good place 
to look now to see that 
Obama hasn't done 
what he did in Libya, 
even though the 
numbers bring 
killed in Syria 
much greater. 

The approach he’s 
been taking has 
been successful in 
a narrow group of 
cases. But it hasn’t 
stopped Iran's 
nuclear program 
North Korea’s. 

SD: Obama’s foreign 
policy will probably be 
seen, on balance, as pretty 
successful, especially the killing 
of Bin Laden. Do you think that will 
be useful to him in his re-election 
campaign, or won’t it matter much? 
DS: It will certainly be of some benefit to 
him, but not as much as he would hope. 
Will it be enough to turn the tide of 
an election dial's going to be decided 
mainly on economic issues? That's hard 

SD: Do you think Obama will be 
reelected? 

DS: I have no idea. It wiD primarily have to 
do with the performance of the economy. 

However, I do think that in policy 
terms he’s done pretty well, while in 

tered how to go out and make his case 
to the people, even though he can obvi- 
ously be quite eloquenL 

[George W.] Bush did go out and ex- 
plain about the threats he saw. You can 
think of Bush what you want but people 
throughout the country did at least un- 
derstand where he wanted to go. 

SD: Let me ask you about working 
at the Times. Is it as stressful now 
as in the recent documentary, 

Page One: Inside the New York 
Times, which shows reporters 
anxious about their jobs due to 
the changes brought about by the 
internet? 

DS: The demands of the Times' web edi- 
tion has completely changed the nature 
of what we do. The web edition is our 
primary edition these days, as it should 
be. We reach a much larger audience as 


It does speed up the tempo consider- 
ably. It can be harder to do analytical- 
type pieces when you’re constantly in 
the hour- to-hour cycle. Itcan also lead to 
a greater danger of inaccuracies, though 
we do have a system for preventing thaL 
SD: I’ve got a Vermont question. 
You've been watching Washington 
players for a long time, so what do 
you think of our two senators? 

DS: I’ve got a house in Weston, so 
I actually come at this as a part-time 
Vermonter, not just a Washington 
reporter. 

Bemie Sanders is certainly a unique 
figure, but I don’t know him well, so I 
can’t speak to his effectiveness. 

Senator Leahy has taught me a lot, es- 
pecially about the world of intelligence. 
He’s explained to me how the people 
in that world think about some of the 
issues I write about 

SD: So you see Leahy as a kind of 
wise statesman? 

DS: Oh, yes. He’s an example of the old- 
school senator, a member of an institu- 
tion that was very different in years past 
than it is today. © 
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Who’s That Pictured With 
Beth Robinson in the Free 
Press ? Her Wife! 

by Paula Routly 


A photo on the front page of Tuesday's Burlington Free Press captured a light- 
hearted moment from the swearing-in ceremony of Vermont Supreme Court 
Justice Beth Robinson. The 46-year-old lawyer and gay rights advocate is respon- 
sible for the fact that same-sex couples can marry in Vermont. 

To Robinson’s left is Gov. Peter Shumlin, the guy who appointed her to the bench 
and for whom she has served as legal counsel for the past year. 

To Robinson's right? The picture shows a smiling woman — with a camera — 
sharing a laugh with Robinson. But the caption doesn’t identify her. Not a whisper. 
And she is. of course, Robinson's wife: Dr. Kym Boyman. 

Normally such an omission would be no big deal. Standard, even. But the irony of 
this one can’t be ignored. 

Robinson has spent most of her professional life trying to get Vermont to rec- 
ognize gay and lesbian relationships. She made a convincing case for civil unions 
before the Vermont Supreme Court in 1999. Then she masterminded the lobbying 
effort that led the legislature to pass same-sex marriage into law in 2009. 

That Robinson’s own partner remains nameless in a photo that otherwise per- 
fectly documents her personal odyssey proves there's still work to be done. 

If that was Mr. Robinson sitting next to Vermont’s newest supreme court justice, 
do you think a copy editor would have tracked down the photographer to confirm 
his identity? No doubt. 

Justice for all? Not yet.® 
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Mountain “Open House” 

Aims to Break Big Wind 
on Lowell Mountain 

by Ken Picard 

W atching politics is akin to watching sausage making — i.e., not for the squea- 
mish. Opponents of industrial wind development on Vermont's ridge lines are 
hoping the view from atop Lowell Mountain will persuade anyone still undecided 
on the issue. 

That's certainly been die effect on Steve Wright, the former Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife commissioner who's become a leading opponent of Green Mountain 
Power's Kingdom Community Wind project, a 21-turbine industrial wind farm now 

“I’ve seen enough pictures of the site to make me nauseated," says Wright. 69, 
who can no longer make the hike due to health issues. “Frankly, I can’t even look at 
the pictures anymore." 

This weekend, opponents dubbed the "Lowell Mountain Occupiers" are invit- 
ing odiers to make the 45-minute climb - and decide for themselves. On Sunday. 
December 4, the group is holding its second “Mountaintop Open House" adjacent 
to the construction zone. They will meet at the Albany Community School at 1130 
a.m. and carpool to the base of the mountain. Following a short informational talk, 
individual groups will hike up the mountain at their own pace. 

Although die event is being billed as a “nonjudgmental, nonconfrontational" 
event - no civil disobedience or anti-wind advocacy is scheduled — no one expects 
GMP president Mary Powell to greet hikers at die top to debate die benefits of in- 
dustrial wind. 

Does Wright expect people will see the environmental impact firsthand and 
become as nauseated as he is? 

“Well, that would be an accomplishment," he says. “But it's broader dian that 
Many people are unfamiliar with the level of [destruction]. So, our purpose is to 
show people that effect and let diem make up their own minds."® 
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A Vermont Photographer Greets 2012 
With Farm Femmes and Other Saucy Gals 


ART 


T he young woman stands at die side of a dirt 
road holding her thumb out to an approaching 
vintage Ford pickup. With her odier hand she 
firmly grasps a rope that's tied to the neck of 
a goat, who’s placidly chewing on a mouthful of grass. 
The woman stands at an angle that reveals a profile of 
bare breast underneath her one-piece pinafore shorts. 
She is otherwise clad in cowboy boots and a frayed 
straw hat. Oh, and next to her on the road is a small 
blue suitcase with a Hawaii sticker and a blue plastic 
gasoline jug, its bright-yellow spout jauntily erect 
The scene is, in a word, provocative, and it's the 
cover and March image in Vermont photographer 
heather gray's 2012 calendar. (Apparendy not content 
with the opportunities 12 months afford. Gray includes 
11 "bonus” photos at the end.) The 9-by-12-inch calen- 
dar is a first for the East Hardwick-based artist, though 
her photos have been exhibited locally and internation- 
ally for several years, and she's been on Etsy.com since 
2008. 

On her Etsy site, Gray explains ho- aesthetic: 
“Heather Gray's work explores the intersection of pho- 
tography and performance. Her images represent the 
notion of identity as always fluid, contextual and pro- 
duced by codes deeply buried in the fabric of culture." 
That artspeak is true. But you might also simply call 



Gray’s "pinups” witty, sexy and flirty — not to mention 
staged with theatrical flair. In recent years, her “red- 
neck chic” models have been placed in decidedly rural 
settings — with farm equipment, on country roads, 
in sugar shacks, that sort of thing. She’s also devised 
mother-and-child kitchen scenes that could rouse the 
suspicions of Protective Services. But not in the way 
Salty Mann’s nude pics of her children did; instead, 
think naked mom curled up inside the fridge. 

The shots in Gray’s new calendar are more diverse: 
some interiors, such as a small-town grocery, a cheese 
cave, a candy shop. Most were shot outdoors, though: 
A model clad in a gold lame jumpsuit reclines in the 
scoop of a crane over huge mounds of brown soil; a 
long-haired woman sitsbackward, bareback - andbare 
breasted - on a horse in a grassy meadow; a woman as- 
sumes a, well, stimulating position on a child's rocking 
horse near a herd of uninterested cows. 

Sexiness is a constant in these pictures, yet Gray’s 
temptresses seem less interested in their appeal to 
odiers than in simply flaunting their self-assured awe- 
someness. On her own website. Gray notes that she’s 
interested in "costume, identity, landscape, family rela- 
tionships, displacement andnarrative.” Like any female 
in this culture, she is keenly aware of the ways women 
and their bodies are typically presented, and she plays 
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Fair Trade Textiles From 
Creative Women Grow 
Global Connections 


I f you've ever spotted a handwoven 
item in a high-end store — say, a 
tablecloth made of Ethiopian cotton 
at Erica Tanov in New York City, or a 
Bolivian alpaca throw at Anthropologie 
— there’s a fair chance it got there by 
way of ellen dorsch of Grand Isle. 

Dorseh opened her Burlington 
textile-import business, creative women. 
eight years ago. Since then, 
she has carved out an upscale 
U.S. market for beautiful tex- W| 

tiles individually woven by 
women in Ethiopia, Swaziland, 
Afghanistan, Senegal and Mali. 

Last spring, she expanded to South 
America. Dorsch currently imports from 
diree Ethiopian weaving businesses and 
one each in Bolivia and Peru. 

Creative Women’s Chace Mill studio 
is filled with these women’s work. 


from napkins to hand towels to beach 
blankets. This weekend, at the annual 
holiday studio sale, all will be available 
for “less than reasonable prices,” Dorsch 
promises with a smile. 

Creative Women’s products have 
changed over the years. Dorsch was 
originally inspired during a trip to 
Ethiopia to provide women weav- 
ers with steady employment 

a by finding Western markets 
for their traditional designs. 
Gradually, though, she moved 
toward collaborating with die 
weaving businesses on designs 
Westerners want to buy. 

“One of my important missions was 
to create jobs,” Dorsch explains. “Are 
you going to do that making things diat 
sell or making things that don’t sell?" 
Today, the rows of folded items filling 



the small studio’s shelves are mosdy on 
the elegantly plain side, in muted colors 
or white widi subtle accents; only some 
discontinued pillowcases bear tradi- 
tional designs. The airy, Hamptons-like 
look sets Creative Women apart from 
what Dorsch calls the “more ethnic" 
flavor of the Mennonite enterprise 
Ten Thousand Villages, of which a 
branch recendy appeared on Church 
Street. Creative Women is closer to the 
muted tones of West Elm. (That giant 


home- decor catalog company recendy 
called Dorsch to propose a deal, but it 
fell di rough.) 

Dorseh’s collaborative approach 
has had the biggest impact in Ethiopia 
Her largest producer, Sabahar in Addis 
Ababa, had just diree weavers when 
Dorsch began importing their textiles in 
2003. It now has 70 full-time employees. 

All are fairly treated, Dorsch main- 
tains: “We only work widi businesses 
who pay dieiremployeesfairly, and have 
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with that. But Gray subverts the usual 
objectifying subtexts by making fun of 
them, making them her own. 

For example, “Miss February," mod- 


In fact, there's a strong girlfriend 
sensibility in these photos, which is 
ironic because pinup images, such as the 
scantily clad "Vargas girls" of the 1950s, 


GRAY S “PINUPS" ARE WITTY, 
SEXY AND FLIRTY 


IENIIONSII 


eled by Jaquelyn “Nutty Steph” Rieke, 
lies nude atop a glass display ease filled 
widi chocolate (customers may never 
see Rieke's Middlesex shop, or her, the 
same way again). Legs crossed, she’s 
wearing kicky pumps and a pile of choc- 
olate bars across her midsection. A stra- 
tegically placed hand covers her breast. 
Rieke glances sidelong at the camera 
with a devilish grin, holding a large 
rectangle of chocolate to her red lips. 
You can imagine both photographer and 
model giggling wickedly, perhaps over a 
cup of hot chocolate, after the shoot 


have always been about (heterosexual) 
male ogling. Not that Gray’s images 
won’t appeal to men — au contraire. 
Who doesn't like to see girls just having 
fun? And who doesn't need a calendar 
on which to scribble hot dates? © 

Heather Gray Rne Art Photography 
calendar is available at select local 
outlets and at etsy.com/shop/ 
hgp holography. Gray's work will be 
exhibited at Salaam Boutique In Burlington 
December 2 through January 3. Reception 

photosbyheathergray.com 


ONE OF MY 
IMPORTANT 
MISSIONS WAS 
TO CREATE JOBS. 


THAT SELL OR MAKING 


ELLEN DORSCH 


twice a day, the bathrooms are clean, the 
women all wear smocks.” 

The holiday sale is not the only 
chance to get Creative Women prod- 
ucts outside SoHo. They’re also sold 
at Vermont Farm Table in Burlington 
and Procopio in Woodstock, and the 
studio is open for retail business every 
Wednesday afternoon. But this week- 
end's sale includes seconds, discon- 
tinued lines and new pieces priced at 
wholesale — far less than they would be 
at high-end stores. 

And shoppers can rest easy knowing 
die women weavers have already been 
compensated for their work. “I pay 
them for everything up front," Dorsch 
assures, “so whatever doesn't sell on 
diese shelves is my loss.” © 


decent working conditions within their 
own culture." 

She depends on the Fair Trade 
Federation for many of these assur- 
ances, but Dorsch also observes working 
conditions on her annual visits. “I don’t 
know how much is paid to die workers," 
she says, “but I see that tea break occurs 



Burlington, on Friday, December2. noon-6 
p,m„ and Saturday. December 3. 10 a.m.-6 
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T he cover of Norwich author 

KATHARINE BRITTON'S debut 

novel, Her Sister's Shadow, 
might as well say “women’s 
commercial fiction” all over it. A damsel 
in a filmy skirt prowls the misty seaside, 
her posture suggesting she’s contem- 
plating difficult life choices, or perhaps 
a new feminine-product line. 

But, while Britton tells a story that 
Nicholas Sparks fans may enjoy, her 
novel isn’t flimsy fare about a sylph in 

Quick Lit 

BY MARGOT HARRISON 


love. When we meet its heroine, Lilli 
Niles, site’s 58 years old, and die object 
of her long-ago first love is dead. Her 
life choices have all been made, or so it 
seems, but she’s never faced her regrets. 

A successful artist and gallery owner 
in London, Lilli returns home to the 
Massachusetts coast to attend die fu- 
neral of her older sister Bea’s husband, 
Randall Marsh. She hasn't seen him, her 
sister or dieir childhood home for 40 
years, for reasons that slowly emerge 
from extended flashbacks. While Lilli 
grapples with the past, she also tries 
to figure out a future for Bea — once a 


bossy perfectionist and sailing champ 
who raised her younger sisters with an 
iron hand, now a 67-year-old widow 
struggling widi incipient dementia. 

Britton's storytelling and descrip- 
tive powers come most alive in her 
flashbacks to the late ’60s. The details 
of the four Niles sisters’ country-club- 
bohemian lifestyle (their father was a 
Boston brahmin, their mother an artist) 
are sharply observed, and their coastal 
home, jam-packed with undiscarded 
oddments and shrouded in 
mist and memories, soon 
becomes a character in its 
own right. A site of family 
tragedies, it seems to exert 
an enchantment over Bea 
and Randall, who settled 
down among the ghosts 
and never left; and, from 
afar, over Lilli, who fears to 

Britton shows how a few 
years' worth of powerful, 
unresolved conflictscan cast 
a shadow over a person’s 
subsequent life; frail as Bea 
is, the adult Lilli still smarts 
at her disapproval. But the 
author also impoverishes 
Lilli as a character by giving 
us barely a glimpse of her 
last four decades. We know 
she owns a tony AGA range 
and lives in Hampstead, but 
not whether she's experi- 
enced love or friendship 
or pleasure in her art that 
could compete with her 
early affections. Returning 
home, she almost seems to 
bean adolescent coming out 
of cold storage. 

With its moody medita- 
tions on the past, the novel 
may occasionally make readers feel 
like Charlotte, the most down-to-earth 
Niles sister - who, when teenage Lilli 
tries to tell her about her feelings, pats 
her on die back and says, with gravi- 
tas and certainty, “You need a toasted 
cheese sandwich.” Powerful as roman- 
tic love is, Britton suggests, the bonds 
of sisterhood — prosaic advice, cheese 
sandwiches and all — can endure far 
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Washed Out 


I n the days after Tropical Storm Irene 
swept through Vermont, artist Liz* 
myers thought her gallery, Liza Myers 
Gallery, in downtown Brandon had been 
spared. At the time, she was in New 
Mexico leading Castleton State College 
students in a semesterlong cultural- 
immersion program, so she relied on 
photos and updates from her husband. 
jim germond But he didn't share the full 
extent of the damage to the gallery. In 
September, Myers wrote on her blog 
"Miraculously, our interior damage was 
minor. Only an inch or so got in through 
the side door. I think we should rename 
our gal lery The Ark." 

Unfortunately, Myers returned to 
Brandon last week to find the situation 
much worse than she had anticipated. 
She and Germond — who ran james 
frames from the building — have 
decided to close the 8-year-old gallery. 

’It’sa mess," says Myers. Her initial 
assessment was correct: The inside of 
the gallery was largely unharmed. But 
the water washed away huge chunks of 
land around the buildings foundation, 
leaving a 'five-foot drop" from the back 
door to the parking lot 'It's literal ly 
walking the plank to get in and out," she 

Myers and Germond, who own the 
building, did not have flood insurance. 
They have received some money 
from the Brandon Area Chamber of 
Commerce's Brand-Aid Fund, but Myers 
says it's not enough to cover repairs. 


That's why the couple are now renting 
the top floor of the building — which 
is still accessible — to the Vermont 
sandwich company, another Center 
Street business washed out during 

Even in a town as art friendly as 
Brandon, running a gallery is risky 
business, Myers says. She can usually 
count on fall-foliage crowds for a 
financial boost but not this year. "We 
lost peeper season,' she says. 'People 
would wal k right past us to look at the 
chasm' that was once a small park 
adjacent to the gal lery. 

Myers and her husband are looking 
into rebuilding, but in the meantime 
they're pretty discouraged. 1 don't know 
what I can afford.' she says. Before 
she left for New Mexico, and before 
Irene, Myers gave up her studio in 
Brandon's granary artist cooperative. 
She had planned to move back into 
the basement of her Center Street 
gallery, which sheand Germond had 
been using for storage and framing. 'It 
was a dream,' says Myers. 'And it was 
working." 

Now she doesn't know where to go. 

T have no place to paint," she says, 'no 
place to do my work.' (?) 

MEGAN JAMES 


a 


lizamyers.com 
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Feedback «*? 

resources. Please contact your elected of- 
ficials and ask them to end this folly! 

Michael Gohl 

WOLCOTT 


MOURNING THE ALCHEMIST 

Dear Tropical Storm Irene: Tonight the 
devastation of your wrath hit home when 
I read that the best dam bar in Vermont 
is gone forever [Side Dishes: “The Magic 
Is Gone: The Alchemist Pub and Brewery 
Will Not Reopen." November 23], In addi- 
tion to die loss of state offices and all of the 
business and community that comes with, 
this town has lost the best gathering place 
I have found in a state short on “grown- 
up” establishments. Bless good beer, fine 
restaurateurs and plans for die future. 

Rebecca Agone 
WOODBURY 


NEW LIFE FOR A LIBRARY 

I just wanted to let you know that I diink 
it’s great diat Jake Jacobson and Jennifer 
Mills arc rehabilitating the old Winooski 
Library into a usable establishment ["From 
Library to Living Quarters: A Winooski 
Landmark is Transformed," November 9]. 
I like knowing that an empty building is 
going to be converted into a home and not 
sitting empty for years while the city pays 

Kerry Crowley 

WINOOSKI 


OFF THE FENCE 

I was somewhat on the fence about wind 
development undl reading your letters 
section [Feedback, November 2]. The let- 
ters in favor of big wind got my attention 
- and now I’m firmly in the opposition 

A VPIRG employee expressed logic 
I found disturbing. He fled Virginia be- 
cause of mountaintop removal, moving 

something to people," he said. But, accord- 
ing to him, die blasting, bulldozing and 
road building is “saving” our mountains, 
and the 450-foot metal towers “add” to 
the view. I am outraged by diis idiotic 

Another letter writer said that the 
neighbors of die Lowell project should 
have just taken the money from GMP and 
left their home of 40 years, diat diis was 
the "morally and ethically correct thing to 
do." If big-wind advocates find it morally 
and ethically acceptable for big corpora- 
tions to run people out of their homes — 
which happens all the time, all over the 
world - somediingis terribly wrong with 
their moral compasses. 

Still somewhat on tire fence, I vis- 
ited the Lowell site. What's been done 
there literally made me sick. I've since 
learned that the Shumlin administration 
fast-tracked die regulatory process and cut 
short the necessary environmental review. 


just so GMP could begin construction in 
time to qualify for millions of dollars in 
federal subsidies. 

Vermont’s energy policies don’t have 
to be dictated by corporate agendas. The 
choice doesn’t have to be nuclear or big 
wind or coal. The real solutions involve 
conservation efforts by individuals - 
and more importandy. industry - along 
with small-scale, publicly owned, locally 
sourced and operated renewables. We 
can’t save the planet by destroying iL 
This is die logic of capitalism, and it is 
dead wrong. 

Sara Augeri 

WALDEN 


OCCUPY FEMINISM? 

Judith Levine in "Occupy Wall Street Is 
Feminist" [Poli Psy, October 26] seems to 
diink the revolution started with femi- 
nism. She mistakenly believes that “the 
closest ancestor of Occupy Wall Street was 
the Greenham Common Women’s Peace 
Camp in Berkshire, England.” Greenham 
was a single-issue protest - hardly a 
model of die broad critique of capitalism 
and plutocracy that OWS represents. The 
Seneca Women’s Encampment might be 
a better analogy, except that it excluded 
m ale supporters and was patronizing of 
the local community. 

She states, “The Occupy Wall Street 
encampment ... is a feminist phenom- 
enon ... in its group process, nonviolent 
ethos, aesthetic feel and emotional 
tenor.” Levine, apparendy, chooses to 
ignore the long history of anarchist 
agitation, which was based on free as- 
sociation, mutualism, and spontaneous 
nonhicrarchical order and reciprocity, 
and the male pioneers of nonviolent 
action: from Jesus to Tolstoy, Gandhi, 
King and Cesar Chavez. 

Yes, it’s certainly true that “feminism 
changed the world,” but not entirely for 
die better. As it evolved from a liberation 
movement into an ideology, it also both 
ignored and contributed to the victim- 
ization of men in our culture. One need 
look no further than the seminal book by 
the only man to be elected three times to 
die board of NOW: Warren Farrell. In his 
book, Tlw Myth of Male Power, he states. 
“Feminism articulated the shadow side 
of men and the light side of women but 
neglected the shadow side of women and 
the light side of men.” 

The potential power of OWS is that it 
transcends easy division of the world into 
left and right, working class and middle 
class, feminist and patriarchal. Instead, its 
message is that we have turned the light of 

shadow of inequity and injustice and the 
murder of a hopefiil future. We are finally 
acknowledging that we live not in a patri- 
archy but in an “umbriarchy" - the rule 
of die shadow. We are all responsible for 
letting the light dim and all responsible for 
turning it back on. 

Robert Riversong 

WARREN 


Island Girl 


d h, my God," said Brittney, 

H B the young woman texting 
[■ in the backseat of my taxi. 

"I think this is, like, a booty 
call! Well, he is my boyfriend, so 1 don't 
diink that counts.” 

We were on the causeway, slicing 
through die cold November air en route 
to North Hero. On a busy weekend night, 
an out-of-town rim like this is generally 
a net revenue loser — I can make more 
money flitting around Burlington — but I 
accepted diis fare precisely to escape the 
hubbub for an hour or two. 

“Did you grow up on the islands, 
Brittney?" I asked, after seeing her 
place the cellphone back in her bag. I 
know that texting and talking simulta- 
neously is second nature to one of the 
digital generation, but addressing her 
still would have felt like interrupting 

“Yup," she said, “I've lived here since 1 
was bom. Can you believe it?" 

“I can. So where did you go to high 
school? Island kids get to go to any school 
they want, do I got that right?” 

“Yeah, ’cause there’s no high school on 
the islands. I went to Essex, along with 
a lot of my friends. It was crazy — there 
were 24 kids in my graduating eighth- 
grade class. I went from that to my fresh- 
man year at Essex, which had a class of 
over 400. 1 was pretty much a stoner aU 
through high school, to tell the truth. My 
parents divorced when I was 14. That 
might have had something to do with it, 
ifyou know what I mean." 

“I do know what you mean. Divorce 
can be a train wreck for die entire family, 
particularly the kids. Did you manage to 
graduate?” 


“Oh, yeah — about five years ago. I 
work as a chef in Alburgh. That's where 
I met my boyfriend, Jeff. He cooks there, 

"Sounds like a movie. Love blossoms 
over the bubbling marinara, somediing 
like that?” 

“Yeah, exactly like that,” Brittney said, 
chuckling. “But here's the tiling. Jeff is 


moving to Phillv in about two weeks. He 
got a great job offer down there, a real 
step up for him. So I, like, know that I’m 
about to have my heart broken. I’ve seri- 
ously fallen for this guy. I shouldn't even 
be going to his place tonight. When I left 
my girlfriends in Burlington to jump in 
your cab, they all thought I was malting a 
mistake. I'm really, like, torn." 

“Any possibility of you joining him 
down there?" 

“You mean moving? It wouldn’t really 
make a whole lot of sense. I’ve got a good 
job up here that I like, and all my family’s 
in Vermont Family means everything to 

We reached the town of South Hero. 
I get up here a lot — more so in the 


summer, and mostly dropping customers 
at the ferry. But when the destination is 
Plattsburgh or another New York town 
along the northern tier, 1 get to actually 
ride the ferry. On the crossing. I’m like a 
6-year-old, abandoning my customer in 
the cab to run to the bow. I wave to folks 
in passing boats, and I’ve been known to 
chat with hovering seagulls. 


Jeff" Brittney said, suddenly picking up 
her thread of drought “We do get along 
great, but he is older than me.” 

“Really? How much older are we talk- 
ing about?" 

"Actually, he’s never told me, but I’m 
pretty sure he’s, like, 35 or 36.” 

“Well, yeah — diat is quite a bit older. 
But, you know, diere aren’t really any 
rules when it comes to love. Every rela- 
tionship comes widi its own set of chal- 
lenges, right? If it isn’t an age difference, 
it’d just be something else.” 

In the rearview mirror, I watched 
Brittney crook her head, considering my 
idea She was a comely young woman, 
with hazel eyes and blond-streaked 


brown hair. She seemed sturdy and eager, 
two qualities, it occurred to me, that 
make for a good cook. In a commercial 
kitchen, die prima donnas quickly wash 

“There’s another thing, too,” I contin- 
ued, seamlessly slipping into the role of 
Dr. Phil on Wheels, God help my poor 
customer. “If you’re meant to be with this 
guy, you'd go with him to Pliilly. If the 
pull was diat strong. I'd bet you'd do it. 
The other thing is, maybe die separation 
will just be temporary, and you’ll get to- 
gedier some time and some place down 
the road, when you’re older and wiser.” 

Brittney, I could see, had tuned me 
out, and I couldn't blame her. It’s prob- 
ably healthy to avoid relationship advice 
from random middle-aged cabdrivers. 

“No, I couldn’t go to Philadelphia," 
she said, now speaking quiedy. “I just 
couldn't leave my family. A couple years 
ago, my 3-year-old niece drowned in 
a swimming pooL She was a beautiful 
little girl. I had a special connection with 
her. Anyways, the accident brought the 
whole family together. I just couldn’t 
leave. I wouldn’t want to." 

A few miles north of the drawbridge, 
we took a left and soon arrived at Jeff’s 
house. As she paid die fare, Brittney’s 
eyes were moist “Maybe continuing to 
see him is a mistake,” she said, “but I 
can’t help myself. It's my heart.” 

I knew what she meant, and who 5 
could fault her? © § 
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SD: How far do you travel for work? 

ED: Safes bring me the farthest. I go a 
little bit into New Hampshire, all over 
Vermont and upstate New York. That’s 
the most specialty job in this business. 


SD: And you can open a safe just by 
listening to it? 

ED: Yeah, it’s an art form called ma- 
nipulation. 1 was first taught it 13 or 14 
years ago. It’s something that you have 
to get afeel for, and it takes a lotoftime 
and practice. I was taught by feel and 
by sight, not by listening 


SD: How long does it take you? 

ED: My best manipulating opening 
was on a four-wheel Mosler lock. Four 
wheels mean 100 million possible 
combinations. It took me about a week 
and a half to get it open. I would go to 
my garage where it was quiet at night 
so I could focus and use my skill to dial 
it open. My fastest on a diree-wheel 
lock [1 million possible combinations] 
is 20 minutes, which is pretty good. 
The masters of the art are under four 
minutes. 


Safe at Home 

BY KEN PICARD 

E ric Dion moves quickly for hours at a time, an 
unusual trait for someon e with his particular 
expertise. Dion is a certified registered lock- 
smith who specializes in cracking safes, an ac- 
tivity diat demands patience and a delicate 

Opening safes isn't all he does, of course. 

Dion can open virtually anything with a 
lock on it, from a desk drawer to a bank 
vault. One minute he's unlocking an 1860 
steamer trunk; the next he's rekeying a 
2012 Ford Focus. 

Dion works in his family's business, 

Dion Locksmith, which was founded in 
1971 by his late father, Edward Dion, a 
former Burlington firefighter. Dion (pro- 
nounced “dye on") is now one of the largest locksmith 
businesses in Vermont Eric's mother, Millie, still works 
in the shop at 92 North Street in Burlington, cutting 
keys and answering phones in her native Bronx, N.Y., 

And the phone rings often, especially during the 
holidays. Eric Dion says it's not uncommon to get calls 
on theday after Thanksgiving or Christmas from stores 
that normally stay open 24/7 but closed for die holiday 
and can’t reopen their doors. Someone, he explains, has 
usually lost the only key. September and June are also 
busy times, when students are moving in and out. 

Dion, 36, is tall and lean, wearing a scraggly beard 


and a New Yorks Giants hat turned backward. He 
cut his first key in sixdi grade and has been working 
in the family business since sliordy after high school. 
Over die years, the work has taken its toll on his body. 
Dion has gotten metal slivers in his eyes and stitches in 
his head (from a fluke drill accident) and crushed his 
finger in a vault door. 

Friends and customers occasionally joke with him 
about using his skills for nefarious purposes, but Dion 
is dead serious about his responsibilities. 
Once a local news crew asked him to pick 
a lock on camera, which really irked him. 

“Face it, you’ve got to trust someone in 
this world," Dion says. “If you can’t trust 
your locksmith, who can you trust?" 

SEVEN DAYS: Does your work change 
much from day to day? 

ERIC DION: I try to learn somediing new 
every day, just like in life. There are new 
cars every year, with new technology. It's 
not a $2 car key anymore. A car key is $70 or $80, with 
a computer chip that makes [the car] harder to steal. 

SD: What are the most common myths about 
locksmiths? 

ED: Some people think there's a master key that fits 
everydiing in the world. Or they think tilings are easy, 
such as picking a lock. 

SD: TV shows always make it look easy. 

ED: It would be a boring TV show if it took the lock- 
smidi two or three tries to open a lock. It actually takes 


NAME 

Eric Dion 
TOWN 

Burlington 

JOB 

Locksmith 


SD: You've never been tempted to 
go over to the Dark Side? 

ED: No. I’ve visited people in jail, and 
I don’t ever want to be there myselt It is true I think 
like a burglar all day, showingcustomers die easy entry 
points, or how I could get in. But my mind is wired to 
do good in this world. I love my wife and children too 
much, and I will never put myself in a predicament 
where I would be taken away from them. 


SD: What's the worst part of your job? 

ED: We see struggling businesses keeping the secret of 
closure from their employees right up to the moment 
when we arrive to rekey the office locks and lock every- 
one out of a job. We see people getting evicted with a 
court order and the sheriff there to back them up. 


SD: And the best part? 

ED: The variety of it I find it an honor to go into 
people’s houses every day. They put their trust in me 
to keep their homes safe. Businesses, pharmacies, 
schools, banks, military bases ... I was working up in 
St Albans installing deadbolts on diis woman's house. 
Abusive, domestic-type violence. So I was on my way 
out and this 5-year-old girl says, “Thank you for put- 
ting the locks on and protecting us.” It really touched 
my heart and stuck with me. We're out there trying to 
keep people safe © 



= THE STRAIGHT DOPE ™adams 


Dear Cecil, 

Know what I think about your 
answer (to the question of 
whether there's a God)? (I 
mean, besides the fact that 
it was a load of soft-pedaling 
quasi-theistic horseshit?) I 
think the subtext suggests we 
have a case of Antony Flew- 
ism here. (The late philosopher 
was a longtime atheist who 
embraced deism late in life.) 
You're of the age when one 
starts hanging one's hopes on 
there being a God after all, and 
just don't give as much of a 
damn about the rational truth 
as you once did. Old age and 
death are scary. They're the 
great unknown. So much so, 
they've driven more than one 
lifelong unbeliever into the 
arms of religion. Now, I don't 
pretend to know what your 
position on the God question 
used to be, or even is now. But 
you're at least i n your 60s, and 
given how ruthlessly factual 
and rational you have always 
been in answering other 
weighty matters, and how 
mushy and indulgent towards 
theism you were on this 
question, I personally detect 
something of a soft spot, a 
chink in the armor, probably 
related to a desire for there to 
be Something Beyond. 

Cyningablod, via the Straight 
Dope Message Board 

C yninga, you surprise me. 
The proper reaction, 
on encountering some 
seemingly uncharacter- 
istic example of Straight Dope 
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Cecil has gone soft. Rather, it’s to 
humbly ask: What subtle gambit 
is the Master up to that I've un- 
fortunately failed to grasp? This 
would then be followed by the 

be, years of patient reflection 
until the concept got through 
oneis thick head. LetY> consider 
the argument presented in our 
previous outing on this subject: 

• The medieval theologian 
Thomas Aquinas reasoned 
that the universe must have 
a First Cause, to which he 
assigned the name God. 

• Modern physicists in their 
way are likewise in search of 




a First Cause. 

• If the physicists succeed, one 
taking the Thomistic view of 
things might reasonably call 
that First Cause God. 

The callow intellect might er- 
roneously deduce from the above 
that the God so construed is the 
benevolent deity of Western reli- 
gious tradition who invites us to 
join him in paradise. However, on 
further study, or actually if you 
were paying any fricking atten- 
tion at all you would notice that 
your columnist has described the 
posited entity as "an impersonal, 
abstract and frankly mechanistic 
God." What solace I or any other 
doddering creature might derive 
from such a being is a mystery to 
me. Indeed, to even characterize 
it as a being is to grant it way too 
much, something I’ll get back to 


One may ask: why call it God 
at all? 1\vo reasons. First enter- 
tainment value. It’s easy to argue 
God doesn't exist and all sorts 
of knuckleheads have done sa I 
could have rehashed their well- 
worn arguments, but how much 
fun is that? Second, unlike knee- 
jerk atheism, accepting that there 
could be a God provides us with 

Almighty, what's it like? 

Thomas Aquinas, good monk 
that he was, persuaded himself 
that God had the familiar attri- 
butes of the Christian deity — free 
will, perfect knowledge, infinite 
power and so on. Much of his rea- 
soning is ingenious but absurd. 
For example, he purports to 
demonstrate that God consists of 


the Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
which adherents of religions 
other than Christianity will find 

So let's set all that aside and 
focus solely on Aquinas’ idea that 
God is the First Cause — and re- 
member, this is the core idea of 
one of the world's foremost reli- 
gious thinkers. A useful proxy for 
the First Cause is energy, which 
has a number of qualities com- 
monly ascribed to the divine. The 
laws of thermodynamics tell us 
that energy is neither created nor 
destroyed, and thus presumably 
is immortal Einstein’s famous 
equation E=mc2 suggests energy 
can be transmuted into matter 
and vice versa, and so maybe said 
to be the wellspring for all cre- 
ation, just as God is. 

Yet no one thinks energy bears 
any resemblance to God in the 
traditional religious sense. It has 
neither knowledge nor will. It's 

us to paradise or command us 
to embrace the gpod and shun 
evil It provides our lives with no 
meaning It's just there. 

By this route we arrive at a 
fuller understanding of whether 
God exists. Can we identify some 
fundamental principle or essence 
at the root of the universe and 
define that as the deity? Sure. 
Does doing so provide us with 
grounds for belief in a benevolent 
all-knowing Creator? Clearly 
not In short by acknowledging 
the possibility that God in some 
esoteric sense exists, which was 
tlie point of my original column, 
we show that God in die popular 
sense probably doesn't — or more 
exactly, we show that belief in 
such a God has no rational basis. 
Happy now? 
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New England’s Only Physical Therapy Owned 
Running Specialty Shop 

• Running Shoes, Custom Orthotlcs, and 
Quality Braces (if by Physical Therapists 

• Complimentary Injury Screens and 
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WELCOME HOME... 

FOR ALL YOUR GREAT GIFTS! 

We combine a fun selection of home products, 
including more than 40 local artists’ designs, furniture, 
paintings, photography, glasswork, pottery, jewelry 
and so much more... affordable and stylish sofas 
and chairs for starters! We top off the experience 
with the complete line of Sealy, Stearns & Foster 
andTempur-Pedic mattresses, and yes, wine! 


gifts for 

bigger kids 
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206 College Street. Burlington 
Mon-Sat 10-6 Sunday 12-5 
(802) 861-2326 www.isabean.com 
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IMPROVING LIVES IS A GIFT 

We make it easy to find gifts for 
everyone on your list with our 
plant-powered limited-edition 
Holiday Gift Packages & Gift Cards. 
Our Gift Sets start at SIS so you can 
enjoy creating custom packages from 
all your favorite prodcuts & stay 
within budget. 

Enter our Holiday Raffle* 
to win a $50 Gift Card! 

'After every Holiday Gft Package Purchase 
University Mall 247 Main St. -Burl 

863.2273 658.6S65 

Essex Junction Middlebury 
878.4554 388.2350 1J 
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Rewards Checking for Business 


Get cash back on business purchases and free processing of your first 999 items each month. Plus, for Small 
Business Online Banking customers, access your account 24/7 with FREE Mobile Banking and Online Banking. 
It’s quite possibly the hardest working business checking account in Vermont. 
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Father: 

Our family has a fairly well-established roster of "dad gifts" for the 
man who doesn't need anything - as he makes sure to announce 
early every December. Normal go-to gifts include puzzles, 
sweaters and power tools. Snooze. I'm switching it up this year 
widi a bright print on wood by Morrisville artist Jess Graham. 
Even he can't disagree drat “Hibernating Tree" will look great in 
his office. $35. 

Jess Graham Studio. Morrisville. info@jessgrahamstudio.com. 
jessgrahamstudio.com 


Shopper 
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Giving as good as it gets 

BY CAROLYN FOX 


guide to gifts. Every Wednesday through December 21, we’re 
offering ideas for just about everyone on your list. For greater variety, 
a different writer weighs in each week: same set of recipients, unique 
presents of mind. (Note: Some of these recipients may be figments of 
imaginations.) 

And what do we want this year? Just for you to shop 
local, please and thank you. 


Mother: 

Mom spends Christmas Eve in die 
kitchen, cooldngup as many dishes as 
she can in an attempt at die traditional 
- and insanely large - 12-course 
Ukrainian supper. (We’re always stuffed 
by course 3.) This year, we'll celebrate 
her sweet efforts with a bottle of Snow 
Farm Vineyard’s 2008 Estate Vidal 
Blanc Ice Wine at dessert With subde 
notes of mango, pineapple and honey, 
die vintage lives up to its reputation as a 
special -occasion 
wine. $45 for 375 mL. botde. 


Teen Sis: 

“Fashion Police" is her guilty pleasure, 
and - let's admit it - it's mine, too. 
There's no better opportunity to bond 
with my trendy teen sister than Joan 
Rivers' solo show at the Flynn on April 
26. We’ll go for die saucy comedian’s 
hilarious point of view, and bone upon 
all the latest Hollywood gossip while 
we're at it. $25-64 per ticket. 

Flynn Center for the Perfofmlng Arts, 
Burlington. 863-5966. flynntbc.org 

Kid Brother: 

This litde man has been on the move 
since learning to walk; we can barely 
keep up with him. To satisfy his need 


Grandparent(s): 

Granny’s apple-pie bars are amazing, 
and her cheesecake recipe is no slouch, 
either. She doesn't get out much these 
days, but she’s always interested to hear 
what new restaurants I’ve been eating 
at. With Tracey Medeiros’ cookbook 
Dishing Up Vermont: 145 Authentic 
Recipes From the Green Mountain State, 
she can whip up recipes from local 
restaurants, B&Bs and more in the 
comfort of her own kitchen. Yum. $19.95. 

The Flying Pig Bookstore. Shelburne. 

985-3999. f1yingpigbooks.com 


Best Friend: 

I’ve been to Greece and back with this 
long-distance bestie, and much n 
globe-trotting is in die works - when 
our budgets can handle it. For now, pink 
earrings stamped with the postmark 
of Paris will do. Stylishly symbolic of 
our next jaunt through Europe, they're 
handmade by regional artist Nancy 
Wallace $26. 

Artful Eye. St. Johnsbury. 424-1414. 

theartfuleyecom 


Pet: 

While rolling around in wrapping-paper 
scraps is probably enough to delight any 
dog die pampered pooch deserves so 
much more. Our discerning pup will flip 
ova - locally made treats in drool-worthy 
flavors such as maple walnut ... and the 
“breath busters" made with mint will be 
a little gift to ourselves, too. $1.50 each.® 
The Quirky Pet, Montpelier, 229-1211. 
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Together 

Post-Irene, a race against 
winter in the Mad River Valley 

BY JEN VAUGHN & PAMELA POLSTON 

O n August 28, Dotty Kyle of Waitsfield was about to go to an event at the 
Vermont Festival of the Arts. Jason Gulisano, chef-owner of the popular 
Green Cup Cafe, was about to wrap up Sunday brunch. Down the road 
in Moretown, John DiCarlo was about to close on the sale of his house. 
There were plenty of other about-lo'son the day Tropical Storm Irene changed the 
plans — and altered die lives — of so many Vermonters— 
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W hen the Mad River surged far over its banlcs, businesses and homes alongside 
it were severely damaged - including diat of DiCarlo. whose hopes ofselling 
were ruined along with the contents of his home. The collective losses far outweigh 
any owner’s — or FEMA's — ability to pay for them. 

Despite the disasters that Irene wrought, Waitsfield, like other Vermont towns, 
pulled together to take care of its own. In the face of muck and debris, ruined 
buildings, bridges and roads, now-malformed riverbeds and displaced families, the 
Valley found a silver lining: proof that people care about each other. 


On the day after the storm, someone set up a table on Bridge Street and started 
soliciting volunteers to help clean up. Over a couple of months, a band of determi ned 
individuals turned into a model FEMA-sanctioned organization for disaster relief: 
Mad River Flood Recovery. With the help of FEMA volunteer liaison Curds Hanzel. 
MRFR formed a board to oversee every aspect of long-term relief efforts. The 
group acts much like a nonprofit, with fiduciary support from the Central Vermont 
Community Acdon Council and the Mad River Valley Community Fund. 
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V olunteers have poured into the group's HQ — the Masonic Lodge in Waitsfield — 
from near and fan Carloads of environmental-studies students from the University 
of Vermont show up most Saturdays to pitch in. Local individuals and businesses have 
donated building supplies or sold them at cost. MRFR committees handle everything 
from volunteer and construction coordination to emotional and spiritual counsel. 

On Thanksgiving, there was a lot to be grateful for in the Valley - for one tiling, die 


patched-up Bridge Street covered bridge recendy reopened to vehicles. But there is 
also worry that not all families uprooted by the flood have a place to live, that not all the 
damaged buildings are “buttoned up” yet. The relatively mild fall has been a boon, but 
winter is most assuredly on its way. As the sign outside die Masonic Lodge says, “We're 
not done yet ... volunteer!” ® 
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Seven Lengths 
ofVermont 

The Long Trail: A 273-mile animal 



L eath Tonino was bom and raised in the Champlain Valley. When he was 
16, he hiked the entire Long Trail over 22 days. He later left the state to 
attend college in Colorado; one summerback home, he built a small raft 
and rowed, sailed and drifted the length of Lake Champlain. This fall, 
gj Tonino walked the length of the Long Trail again — 10 years after the first hike. And 
he came up with an intriguing idea: 'Seven Lengths of Vermont," each a different 
outdoor adventure in which he experiences the natural sights, sounds, smells, 
seasons and people over a year in his beloved state. 

Tonino is not just an outdoorsman; he's a writer — one with an abiding respect 
^ for nature and a passion for what he describes as "Vermont's endless complexity." 

=> And so his mission is to capture in words and images those Seven Lengths, with the 
3 ultimate goal of compiling them in a book. Along the way. Tonino wants to share his 
n adventures with the readers of Sewn Days. Here's how he describes his plan: 


Over the course of a year I will travel the length of Vermont, from Massachusetts 
to Quebec, or vice versa, seven times. Each expedition will engage a different part of 
the state via a different mute and a different mode of locomotion. Sometimes 111 be 
alone, sometimes with friends. Sometimes 111 be an athlete, sometimes a naturalist, 
sometimes a pilgrim. Vermont is multifaceted and so is our ability to encounter it 
The Seven Lengths of Vermont is a grand, sprawling experiment in local 
exploration, an immersion into the wildly familiar. It's a way of checking in — as any 
good neighbor should — with the community tha t surmunds us. 

What follows are journal excerpts of Tonino's first "Length"— the Long Trail. 

PAMELA POLSTON 


I t’s hard to say much about the 
Long Trail because you can never 
say enough. You drive up to the 
Canadian border on a gray, windy 
morning in early October with a back- 
pack full of food and a guidebook in 
your pocket. You walk for diree weeks 
through a rain of colored leaves - 273 
miles of root, rock and black mud grab- 
bing at your boots. You climb mountains, 
drink from springs, watch moths and 
stars. Weather washes over you like 
thoughts, and your thoughts become 
like weather. Sometimes you are happy, 
sometimes sad, sometimes bored. When 
you reach Massachusetts, it's snowing. 

What summary could ever do justice 
to an experience so rich and varied? The 
Long Trail reminds me of Aristotle’s idea 
of "an animal a thousand miles long”: We 
can focus on little pieces of the animal at 
any given time, but never on the whole 
thing at once. Similarly, we can talk 
about those little pieces we’ve encoun- 
tered — the summit of Mansfield, the 
Clarendon Gorge — but it’s hard to get 
your mind around the whole experience 
The Long Trail is huge, powerful It's 
a beast whose back I’ve walked. Last 
month I completed my second di rough- 
hike of the trail Soudibound. Twenty 
days. A week of rain, a week of sun, a 
week of cold. And there I go already, 
reducing the “animal” 273 miles long to 
direction, duration and a meteorological 
report. It is hard not to describe my hike 
this way, yet it also seems unfair. 

As I sit at my desk, countless images 
come back to me, each a little anecdote 
linked to a precise moment in time 
and point on the map. The images coat 
the surfaces of my thoughts like birch 
leaves papering over a puddle. I search 
for some theme or design that will turn 
the leaves into a coherent story, but find 
nothing. And so they just sit there on the 
puddle, layered, beautiful and random. 
For example... 

Day 2 

I’ve climbed up out of the hardwoods 
onto a narrow ridge that climbs higher 
still, into the mist. This is the spruce-fir 
zone, all inky green and needled and 
wetter titan a bog. My face is turned 
down to the trail as it has been for 
hours and will be for hours more. The 
footwork is tricky, mesmerizing I feel 
drugged with repetition: step after step, 
breath after breath. In my ears there’s 
only the beat of my walking The world 
has closed in around my focus. 

Whum-whump-whump-whump- 
whump. A ruffed grouse, still in tawny 
summer plumage, fires out from the 
drooping ferns less than a yard to my 
right. The noise of the grouse's beating 


wings — so much louder titan anything 
else in this subdued forest - breaks 
through my hypnosis, stopping me in 
my tracks. For a second I'm terrified, 
like I’ve woken, disoriented, from a 
deep dream. I look around. The grouse 
is gone, but my awareness is up. Other 
birds are appearing through die trees: 
bluejays, black-capped chickadees, 
white-breasted nuthatches, golden- 
crowned kinglets. Have they been here 
the whole time? Was I that oblivious? 
One chickadee comes in close, almost 
landing on me, and then die shining eyes 
and delicate feathers dissolve back into 
die woods. A raven croaks somewhere 
out of sight. I'm growing cold, standing 
here waiting, and hoping, for more. 

Day 5 

A cold wind is blowing and leaves are 
flying everywhere - mostly yellows 
and oranges and unnamed shades that 
blend the two. I feel like an ant on some 
abstract expressionist's canvas, the artist 
hidden up in the day’s overcast sky, fling- 
ing darts of pigment down around me. I 
make no effort to dodge them. Rather, I 
hike hard, straight into die wind, leaves 
catching against my body, hanging there 
for a moment before falling away. At 
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times I enjoy the tunny feeling that 1 
am a tree and this shedding of leaves is 
proper to me, an ancient ceremony by 
which I prepare myself for winter. At 
odier times I go mindless, lost in that 
droning meditation of the trail. Step- 
step. Breath-breath. 

And then ... shuffle-shuffle-shuffle. 
Beneath me the canvas has changed. 
I've stepped from a brown-gold pattern 
into an ankle-deep pool of magenta. 
The artist has laid it on particularly 
thick here, adding bright green moss 
and cream-colored mushrooms for 
a flourish. I'm startled, as 1 was by 
die grouse, but this time it's more 
like waking into a dream. This color! 
Unreal! I look up into the canopy. One 
tree, directly above me, stands out from 
the rest. A leaf falls, ablotch of magenta 
growing and growing It hits my smil- 
ing face, and I shed it, good tree — or 
ant? — that I am. 

Day 8 

Fat Carl is grilling me a steak on the 
fire pit. Barry is handing me the Polish 
blackberry brandy. Evil Pete is adjust- 
ing the volume on some portable speak- 
ers diat pipe out an incessant stream of 
bad classic rock. Schmitty chops more 
wood. The fellow in the flannei shirt is 
quiet as a stump. And there’s old, gray- 
bearded Randy, sitting snuggled up in 
the back of the log shelter, overseeing 
it all. He’s yelling jokes, dirty words 
and old stories, talking with the big 
gestures of his shaky hands. 

This is Connecticut Guys Weekend, 
a 20-year tradition, and tonight I'm 
joining these middle-aged profession- 
als for a little fun. Hiking after dark, 
feeling a bit creeped out, I pictured the 
shelter ahead of me as an eerie, lonely 
place. I resolved myself to an unavoid- 
able encounter with ghosts. Then I 
rounded a knob and saw the fire. Then 
the propane lanterns. And then I heard 
“Dream Weaver." What the hell? 

It would be easy to judge diis sloppy 
scene as an unwanted intrusion - 
normal, noisy, technological life butting 
in on die sacred, quiet realm of the traiL 
It would be easy to say that this is a de- 
viation from what die LongTrail really 
is. But that would be wrong. Here we 
are. Here is a kielbasa to follow up my 
steak, and here is pumpkin cheesecake 
to wash it all down. Sit back. Enjoy the 
company. Pray for a good song Drift 
off into a foil-bellied trance of laughter 
and creaking trees and hooting owls. 
Cadge another beer off Randy. 









Day 11 

This is the fifth caterpillar of the af- 
ternoon, and it’s just like the others: 
fuzzy, white with black dots and black 
spikes of hair, incredibly small, incred- 
ibly slow. It’s working its way across die 
trail, through tunnels of curled leaves 
and along the airy edges of crisscrossed 
twigs. I get down on my hands and 
knees to better appreciate the microto- 
pography and the effort fueling this tiny 
journey. Soon, through die miracle of 
sustained focus, my fate is tied to that 
of the caterpillar: No, go left. No, not 
over that leaf! The leaf 
tips under our weight, 
flipping us back to the 
ground. No worries. 

We right ourselves 
and keep going, un- 
perturbed and incred- 
ibly slow. 


Day 14 

Killington is socked in 
and my sweat is cool- 
ing fast There is no 
view to be had from 
this, the second-high- 
est point in the state. 

I prepare to leave, 
lacing my boots tight 
for what will surely 
be a sketchy descent. And dien, in the 
corner of my eye, like a hallucination 
in faint rose tones, a valley swirls out of 
the gray. The fabric of the sky is coming 
apart, a hundred miles of countryside 
appearing through the morphing gaps. 
The wind is bashing my eyes, making 
me cry. I blink away die tears to see 
more clearly, and the clouds fall back in 
on themselves. The view is gone. Maybe 
it never existed to begin with. Oh, sweet 
frustrating world of shifting frames! 

Day 17 

He's probably 75 years old, hiking solo. 
He says his name is Dean, says he spent 
all yesterday sitting by a mountain pond. 
“Too great to pass up. I didn’t hike a 
mile. What’s the hurry, anyway?" he 
says. Dean is a small man with a tower- 
ing pack. White hair. Smiles a lot. “I'm 
out here for the experiences,” he says. 
“That’s all I want.” 

We part ways; he north, me south. It 
hits me about 20steps down the trailthat 
Dean is my hero. That man is Vermont's 
answer to die ancient Japanese moun- 
tain sage. Later that afternoon, when I 
reach the pond he'd spoken of, I take the 
longest lunch of my life. 



Day 20 

I rise at dawn, intent on finishing die 
trail and hitching a ride home. It's rain- 
ing, or maybe the rain has stopped and 
the trees are dripping — I can’t tell I’m 
looking out from the cave of my hood, 
down at the ground. After this many 
miles, my boots know what to do, as if 
they have minds of dieir own. I'm look- 
ingout, but I'm not looking at anything. 

The dap-dap-dap on my hood is 
steady — this must certainly be rain. Or 
is it? The sound is shifting, lightening, 
getting brushier. It is an infinitesimal 
shift, audible only to 
somebody who has 
been out in the woods 
for weeks, whose ears 
have been trained by a 
million small sounds. 
Whish-whish-whish. 
Before my eyes can 
register what's hap- 
pening out there 
beyond the protec- 
tion of my raincoat, 
my ears make the call: 
This is no rain! This is 

I hike for hours, 
up into a white forest, 

wet flakes the size 
of nickels. It’s my last day on the Long 
Trail. First snow of the year. 

T his is the Long Trail, my per- 
sonal Long Trail. It’s an unruly 
mess, but what else could it 
be? If die Long Trail didn't 
promise to overwhelm us with a diverse 
array of experiences — from the social 
to the ecological to die spiritual - dien 
why bother putting in die effort in the 
first place? If die Long Trail wasn't an 
animal 273 miles long, dien you could 
just read about it and call it good. But 
you can’t do that. You have to get out and 
encounter it for yourself, whether on a 
short day hike or a full-fledged, end-to- 
end expedition. You have to make ityour 
Long Trail. I promise: It will do most of 
the work for you. 

Sitting here at my desk, thinking 
back, I walk again the wooded spine 
of my home. I hike from memory to 
memory, campinga while at some, stop- 
ping for a short snack break at others. I 
dip a tin cup into one memory. I strain 
my ears into the song of another. At the 
ledge of a third 1 drop my pack and stare 
out across valleys of red barns and faded 
meadows. The Green Mountains are 
gray-purple, leafless, at peace beneath 
an empty sky. Autumn is behind me. 
Canada seems very far away. ® 
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Fair Fares 

An Essex cabbie allows passengers to pay what they want 


BUSINESS 



E ric Hagen had only been driving 
his taxi for a few weeks when he 
received some unsolicited feed- 
back from the competition. 

“You’re going to lose your shirt!” yelled 
a fellow cab driver, who'd pulled up along- 
side Hagen’s black SUV at a Winooski 
intersection. 

The man. who drove for a cab company 
Hagen won't name, was giving Hagen 
flack about the slogan emblazoned in 
capital letters across the rear window of 
Hagen’s Dodge; PAY WHAT YOU WANT. 
Underneath was his phone number. 

That was two years ago, when the 1999 
Durango's bumper and windows were cov- 
ered with those haphazardly affixed, black- 
on-white square stickers from Aubuchon 
Hardware. “It looked like a mailbox on 
wheels,” recalls Hagen. 

Despite that cabbie’s warning Hagen is 
still in business. 

Recession Ride Taxi, as the name-your- 
price car service is called, is based in Essex, 
where Hagen, 48, lives. What started as a 
way to pick up extra cash in the middle of 
the recession turned into a full -time job and 
his first successful venture as an entrepre- 
neur. Allowing passengers to set their own 


fares may have been a dubious way to build a 
business, but since he started in die summer 
of 2009, Hagen has only seen green. 

The Durango is history, but die 2004 
silver Grand Caravan he’s driving now is 
equally unimpressive. It does sport a pro- 
fessional-looking logoand actual appliques 
on theside windows, though. And Hagen’s 
choice of a multipasscnger minivan reveals 
that his taxi is in high demand. He's even 
looking to expand in the next few months. 

The minivan was an upgrade so Hagen 
could accommodate groups, as he is in- 
creasingly called on to do - heS got con- 
tracts with youth-care services and rehab 
programs, for example. Those customers 
like the affordable rates, and Hagen likes 
the regular business. And it fits his original 
vision for Recession Ride; to help folks out. 

Hagen is a hulking redhead who might 
look more at home in a gym pumping iron 
than si tdng behind the wheel of a minivan 
all day. Before he started driving die cab. he 
worked for the American Red Cross. Three 
or four days a week, for about 12 hours a day, 
Hagen drove a 28-foot truck filled with the 
equipment and supplies needed to operate 
rural blood drives. He set up and took down 
those sites, doing inventory and processing 


blood donations, and returned everything 
to Red Cross headquarters at night 

Prior to that Hagen worked in the world 
of finance, and his career there mirrored the 
market- His jobs were boom and bust 
In the late '80s, Hagen had a job on the 
New York Stock Exchange as a wire clerk. 
The movie Wall Street was filming right 
downstairs when he started there, he recalls. 
Then came the 1987 stock-market crash. 
Three years later, Hagen moved to Vermont 
to work in sales for Bombardier Capital a fi- 
nancing company. When GE Capital bought 
it local positions were eliminated. 

Hagen spent a few years as a phone-ser- 
vice representative for financial advisers 
Putnam Investments. He was out again, 
when shifts in that company scuttled its 
work-at-home team. Next at Homebound 
Mortgage in Colchester, Hagen was briefly 
a loan officer ... and witnessed firsthand 
the beginning of the end ofdiat industry. 

"You could sec the writing on the 
wall a long time before everybody else 
could,” he notes. Hagen left shortly before 
Homebound closed its doors in 2004. 

“I was always surrounded by money 
and money management It was always 
unstable,” he says. "Places were always 








closing down or getting bought out or get- 
ting taken over.” 

The Red Cross gig was Hagen’s attempt 
to tap into a business with regular supply 
and demand. "1 thought there was stabil- 
ity there because, you know, it's blood, 
and regardless of what's going on in the 
economy, or wherever you are, everybody 
needs blood,” he reasons. 

However, as a single dad with two 
teenage girls, Hagen found the Red Cross 
job didn't cover all his financial needs. 
He started mulling over the idea of a cab 

'The initial thought was that it would 
be part time.” Hagen says. “If I was going 
to do it, I wanted it to be different, some- 
thing completely out of the ordinary from 
what you typically see." 

Eventually, Hagen’s own troubled his- 
tory in finance became his inspiration. “I 
kept kicking it around and [thinking] that 
everything we do is based on income and 
profit and money,” he says. "I wanted to 


PEOPLE ARE A LOT 
MORE GENEROUS 



ERIC HAGEN 


create a business that would be helpful 
to not only myself - naturally, you open a 
business so that it can be profitable — but 
be a benefit to people." 

Then, Hagen says, “This pay-what- 
you-want taxi service came to mind. I took 
this business that was common and just 

Within two weeks, he had registered 
his SUV for work and hit the streets. At 
first, people were incredulous. “I got a lot 
of calls that were, like, ‘I don't need a ride, 
but is this really real?"’ he says, Within a 
month, the Associated Press did a story on 
Recession Ride, and business took off. 

Local hotels, notably the Days Inn, 
helped out by distributing Hagen’s cards 
and sending customers his way. For the 
first eight months, he drove his cab late 
into the night whilestill working those 12- 
hourshifts for the Red Cross. Last year he 
resigned and became his own boss. 

Soon service-oriented nonprofits and 

for affordable transportation, he says. When 
Recession Ride became available seven days 
a week, he had more work than ever. 

“I think the popularity of it has ex- 
ceeded what I expected," Hagen says. 

So how’s the money? Despite the 
ever-changing fares. Recession Ride has 
been in the black, Hagen says. He wont 
disclose what the company lias made over 
the past two years, but allows that now it's 


"considerably more" than the $600 a week 
he was earning in those first few weeks. 

His philosophy seems to have paid off 
"I trusted people, that they would be fair 
with me because 1 was fair with them," 
Hagen says. 

He’s never been stiffed, and says most 
riders have the courtesy to ask in advance 
if he’ll drive them for their selected price. 

"Nobody really ever gets in the car and. 
at the end of the ride when I drop them 
oft [says,] ‘Here's a buck,’ or two bucks." 
Hagen says. “They usually will say up 
front, ‘Look, I only have this much money. 
Is it possible for you to take me from here 
to there, would you be willing to do that?' 
Of course I say. “Yes, I can do that.’ Other 
people will say nothing, and just hand me 
what they think the ride is worth," he says. 

“People are a lot more generous than 
anybody thinks," Hagen concludes. “I 
think people appreciate the fact that I’ve 
allowed them to make a choice, and I think 
they are more generous because I’ve al- 
lowed diem to do that." 

A ride from Essex to Burlington - a 
path Hagen travels often — might net 
about $12 (comparable to what most cab 
companies get from, say, the airport to 
downtown Burlington). But, he says, he’s 
done diat route for $8, $10 and $15, too. 
“It’s hard to say - it’s always different," he 
explains, and adds that he’s received calls 
from drivers in other states interested in 
trying the model. 

Hagen is still on the fence about his 
next move. Sometime in the coming six 
mondis, he will probably add another ve- 
hicle. he says; it’s just a matter of finding 
the right driver. 

In June, his sister, Teri Emilo-Hagen, 
started driving parttime for the company 
in Bennington. Middlebury and Rudand; 
Hagen says she mainly handles trips to 
the Burlington airport ”1 thought maybe 
it would be good to help with a different 
region,” he says, but adds, "It’S very quiet 

Proprietors of several local cab com- 
panies contacted for this article did not 
return phone calls. But Quick Cab owner 
Geoige Morrill says he’s heard of Hagen’s 
business and isn’t too worried about the 

“You are not goingto be able to operate 
for a lower cost than what we’re charging," 
Morrill asserts. “But who knows? Maybe 
he can operate for nothing. That'S fine.” 

Hagen believes adding another car will 
work. He is, however, a little cautious. 
Recession Ride is his first enterprise, and 
he’s been on the losing side before. “So 
many businesses have failed by getting 
overzealous or going beyond their means.” 
Hagen says. “I’m tryingto keep it as simple 
as possible."® 


recessionndelaxi.com 




FUNCTION MEETS FASHION 

^Gifts She'll Love All Winter Long! 



Knits by Wooden Ships 
Vegan Leather Goods 

. by ESPE & Shagwear 

it'Wm 



PHOTO ARCHIVING 



GIVING 
MEMORIES 

• Gift Idea for Family 

• Great for family reunions 

• Archive your history 

Visit our store or website to learn 
more about our video services! 


PhotoGarden 

Cameras • Digital Solutions 


www.theDhotogarden.com 



Snoop 

Dogged 

Book review: Tag Man by Archer Mayor 

BY PAMELA POLSTON 


O ut of the gate. Archer Mayor’s 
22nd volume in his Joe 
Gunther series is unusual. In 
most of the Newfane author’s 
Vermont-based police procedurals, 


Tag Man’s uncharacteristically la- 
conic setup is disturbing in its own way: 
You wonder when die other shoe - any 
shoe — is going to drop. Mayor obliges 
mgh. The reader learns the ID 


dead body turns up pretty quickly. So of the tag man before die story's other 
does the reader’s racheting anxiety and characters do: He’s Dan Kravit? 
page-turning curiosity about restaurant worker and, a 

whodunit. In Tag Man, v 


dropped into the routine of a 
mysterious man who breaks 
into the homes of weH-to-do 
folks around Brattleboro — often 


— 


happens, a respected c 
dential informant of Willy's. 
In a hidden basement room 
of a house he’s broken into, 
Dan finds something creeepeee: scrap- 


witting sophisticated security systems, books of an apparent serial killer's i 
He silently snoops around, helps him- quests. Think gruesome photographs 
self to a snack from the fridge, maybe and hanks of women's hair. 


takes something of no marketable value 
and leaves his calling card on die bed- 
side table of the sleeping residents: s 
Post-it note with the word "Tag!" He is 
neither a killer nor a conventional thief. 

Meanwhile, 

Joe's girlfriend 


Things heat up from here: Plot 
developments include a death, at the 
hands of Dan himself; Dan's dangerous 
quest to expose die secret murderer 
without exposing his own nocturnal 
reminded that hobby; and the parallel investigations of 
;assinated in the local law enforcement They’re 


last book, and find that he’s depressed, trail of the tag man, die new homicide 
on a leave of absence and in therapy, in Bratdeboro and a sketchy nouveau- 
Also, detectives and series staples riche jerk named Lloyd Jordan, whom 


Sammie Martens and Willy Kunkle 
have had, improbably, a baby girl — the 
first thing in acerbic, assholic Willy’s 
fictional history to elicit tenderness. 
Fatherhood turns out to b 
throughout die book, and 
brings Willy to a new level of under- 
standing human behavior. 


they suspect of, well, all kinds of things. 
A tangled web, indeed. Naturally, Joe 
Gunther can’t help but shake off his dol- 
drums and join the case. It could hardly 
subtext be a Joe Gunther book without him. 
role that Over the years. Mayor has al- 
lowed his cast of characters to age and 
SNOOP DOGGED »P.41 



From Tag Man 

D an stepped inside his inner sanctum — neat, white, 
windowless, as organized and clean as a museum 
exhibition — and closed the door behind him, pressing 
against it with his shoulder blades. He was hot, flushed, 
his heart hammering, his hands trembling — having a lull- 
blown panic attack. 

From the moment of Sally's abduction, now four hours 
ago, he’d been struggling to stay centered. 

But the weight of his doubts about his own sanity was 
pulling him down. He felt trapped halfway up an endless set 
of stairs, saddled with a rock-filled backpack that only grew 
heavier as he ascended. 

“Sally, Sally, Sally," he whispered, as he had been compul- 
sively fcr hours, using her name as a guiding light. He was 
down to his own basic elements now, of repetition, of orderli- 
ness. of trying to exert control over anarchy. As he'd driven 
a truck that he'd stolen near 
Pownal after fleeing the 
racetrack, he’d steered solely 
with his left hand, using his 
right to arrange and rear- 
range the maps and pens 
and general trash that he'd 
found scattered across the 
seat beside him — almost 
hitting the ditch several 
times in the process. 

All the while repeating 
his daughter’s name. 

He blinked several times. 
Here in his room at least, 
everything was as he’d left 
it - every object touched by 
him, placed by him. brought 
here by him. Functionality 
was addressed, the role of 
each item clear and defined, 
the very pattern in which 
they were displayed refined 
through constant trial. 

There could be no perfec- 
tion in Dan's life — no real 
hope of release from the ten- 
sions of his world. But this 
room, at least, was better than almost anywhere else. 

And if there was any hope for Sally, this was where he 
might achieve it. 

That very notion cleared his mind slightly. He stopped 
mumbling her name, took a deep breath, and shook out his 
hands — like a pianist preparing to play. 

He’d been stricken by what had occurred at the racetrack, but 
not solely because cf Sally. Seeing Hauser and Jordan in the same 
place at the same time had come as a complete surprise. AH his 
thoughts had been given to the former, whom he'd seen lurking after 
alL outside the American Legion in Bellows Falls. The logic had fit: 
Dan had stumUed over the man’s murder album, and in so doing 
had disturbed a hornet's nest. 

But Lloyd Jordan ? 

Dan crossed his immaculate room, sat in his wheeled 
office chair, and rolled over to his filing cabinet, where he'd 
placed the documents that he'd stolen from Jordan's office 
but only glanced at cursorily. 

Part of him felt like an idiot, that he’d never fuHy ad- 
dressed the code protecting the content of that material. But 
ironically, it wasn't his habit to pry unnecessarily. 





FRIEND WITH 
BENEFITS 

YoursBurlington.org 




COLORFUL 
TABLE LINENS 
BENNINGTON 
POTTERY 
DECORATIVE 
ACCESSORIES 
GLASSWARE 
VT MADE, 

FAIR TRADE 

& RECYCLED 

OPTIONS 

CANDLES 

GREETING 

CARDS 

BAKEWARE 

HOUDAY 

DECORATIONS 

FUN 

STOCKING 

STUFFERS 

FURNITURE 

MUCH MORE 


be P n ote^ on NORTH 

127 COLLEGE STREET. BURLINGTON 
M-F 10-9; SAT 10-6; SUN 1 1 -5 * 802 863 2221 

FREE GIFT WRAPPING * WE SHIP ANYWHERE • GIFT CERTIFICATES 


BECOME A GIFTED 
SHOPPER. INSTANTLY 


3 

1 


S 

3 



§ 


s 



Mmui 

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 


Experienced, comprehensive & compassionate care that puts you first 

Caring. Convenient & Affordable... 

ix experienced specialists ■ Caring, dedicated physicians & staff 
t location • Flexible scheduling • Most insurance accepted Sc filet 


Starline Rhythm Boys 

Friday, December 16 • 8:00-10:30 
Bring your bells & bangtes 
‘cause these guys are gonna 


For. a Complete 


Our Services! 


ilNOBGYN. 


IUNCTION 


.com 


Outdoor Gear Exchange 


Cherish the Ladies 

"A Celtic Christmas” 

Wednesday. December 7 al 7:30 pm Tickets start at $15 


t a FREE pair 
1 adjustable 
ikking poles'. 


on select Patagonia 
^ Footwear 


vmaMn gm 

TAKE IT EASY 

SET UP TO $ 50 SACK! 


Nebraska Theatre Caravan 

“A Christinas Carol" 

Sunday, December 11 at 7 pm Tickets start at $15 


The thunderbolt voice of Phil Spector's 
He's a Rebel, Da Doo Ron Ron... 

• Annual David Letterman 
Christmas guest 
■ Inducted into Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame by Bruce Springsteen 


SHOWING DECEMBIR I" @ MO f Aft . 

AT THE OUTDOOR gear General Public 

Tickets available al ' 
the Outdoor Gear Exchange 
HMatt^SHfeAltoiline at GearX.corn 

PRESENTED BY: _ 

trrTTTJt ’ • The. . 


Darlene Love: 

“Love for the Holidays” 

Wednesday. December 14 at 7:30 pm Tickets start at $15 


(Comcast Mc *mn*c. 

, www.flynncenter.org 



Snoop Dogged «i 3B 

evolve like the rest of us, their relation- 
ships and jobs to shift Gunther began 
the series as top cop of the Brattleboro 
PD in a relationship with an ambitious 
attorney, Gail Zigman (who is Vermont's 
governor by the time Tag Man rolls 
around). Some half dozen books back, 
Gundier was pegged to head the state's 
(fictional) new Vermont Bureau of 
Investigation, an outfit whose purpose 
is essentially to assist smaller agencies 
in solving serious crimes, and which 
was immediately resented by all said 
agencies. [With him into the prestigious 
but underfunded VBI Gunther took his 
longtime sidekicks. Martens, Kunkle 
and fellow detective Lester Spinney.] 

in mm 

NOTALLTHf 
CHASERS ARE 

COPS, ID THE 



Over time and several books, Joe and 
Gail's relationship slowly, albeit respect- 
fully, unraveled; Joe eventually met and 
cautiously fell in love with Lyn Silva, an 
attractive bar owner witha heartofgold, 
a troubled past and a grown daughter. In 
the last installment, Lyn look a sniper's 
bullet that was meant for Gail. Mayor 
presumably has his reasons for depriv- 
ing his protagonist of a love life, but 
longtime readers who've grown fond of 
the kindly, aging detective may find cold 
comfort in the salve he offers for Joe's 
sorrow; getting him back to work. 

Which brings us to Tag Man. 
Mayor's ability to flesh out charac- 
ters fully is one of his strengths, so 
series fans will settle in comfortably 
with the regulars while learningenough 
about Dan Kravitz to sympathize with 


him. In fact, he’s one of the most intrigu- 
ing characters Mayor has invented in 
some time — private, neurotically neat, 
obsessive compulsive, paranoid and 
highly intelligent. The author doesn’t 
explain how Dan acquired his skills as 
a consummate hacker and cat burglar, 
or whatexacdy has made him spend his 
life moving elusively from one secret 
lair to another. 

Mayor does show us single-parent 
Dan’s humanizing devotion to his teen- 
age daughter. Sally - die one thing that 
makes him vulnerable. It also makes him 
crazy enough to take her out of school 
and along with him in the search for 
the alleged serial killer, Paul Hauser — 
who, in an unfortunate twist of events, 
lias learned his pursuer’s identity and is 
pursuing Dan in return. More unluckily 
for Dan and Sally, so is Lloyd Jordan. 
That's because Dan has stolen a piece of 
paper from Lloyd’s house that would, if 
exposed ... well, it would not be right to 
reveal more here. 

Suffice it to say that in Tag Man. not 
all the chasers are cops, and the inter- 
connected layers of pursuit keep tilings 
lively. But it also must be said that Mayor 
plays a little loosey-goosey with his sto- 
rytelling. There are a few too many un- 
explained events and convenient clues 
that move things along. While Mayor 
burrows deep into Dan Kravitz's psyche, 
the facts of his bio remain encrypted. 
We don't really know, for example, why 
Dan is familiar widi such places as die 
former racetrack in Pownal, where die 
story's action comes to a violent apex. 
Surprise is a mystery writer's tool, to 
be sure, but too many contrivances can 
leave a reader feeling a bit cheated. 

All that said. Mayor excels in pacing 
the narrative to retain a sense of for- 
ward momentum while also pausing to 
develop not just character but a sense 
of place. For Vermont readers, even 
diose unfamiliar with the Brattleboro 
area, these passages are particularly 
resonant. Mayor’s interest in history, ge- 
ography and the socioeconomic forces 
that shape towns - and their denizens 
- gives his series its signature backstory 
and, yes, far more rich detail than would 
fit on a Post-it note. (?) 


O Tag Man by Archer Mayor. Minotaur 
Books, 290 pages. S25.99. 
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Good News Garage, a program of 
Lutheran Social Services, is creating 
economic opportunity in Vermont 
by providing affordable and reliable 
transportation options. 

Since 1996, Good News Garage has 
provided more than 4,000 reliable 
vehicles to people in need. 

And each year, Ready To Go, GNG’s van 
transportation program provides 30,000 
rides to families all over the state of 
Vermont who need to get to daycare, 
school, and jobs. 



Thank You! 

Dear Donor, 

I wish I knew who you were so I 
could thank you personally and you 
could see the look of joy on my face. 

1 have a two year old daughter that 
will have a much happier and care- 
free mom now because I will be able 
to finish college a lot faster. Hope- 
fully when I can support us better, I 
can pay it forward and show some- 
one the same kindness and generos- 
ity that you’ve shown here. 

Thank you so much, 

Becky 

(new owner of a donated 
Toyota Camry) 



Change a life! 




Fourth Annual 

CAR DONATION DROP-OFF DAY 
Saturday, December 31 
9am-3pm 


Good News Garage 

A Program of Lutheran Social Services 


Join us at 331 North Winooski in Burlington: 

• Donate your car, truck, or van in ANY 
condition. All donations qualify for a tax 
deduction ranging from $500 to fair market 
value. 


More information? 

Call 877. GIVE .AUTO (448.3288) 
or visit www.GoodNewsGarage.org 

To make a charitable gift online, go to the 
donate tab and click “donate cash” 


• Staff will guide you through the process 

(Drop off just your title and keys... Good News 
Garage will arrange to tow your vehicle later 
and your donation still qualifies for a 2011 tax 
deduction!) 

• Tour the garage. We’ll be open to the public 
for quality repairs beginning January 2012! 
Your business will support our mission. 

• Holiday refreshments and food provided. 

• Stop by and b e entered to win a $25 gift card 
to Bond Auto! 


Follow us! GoodNewsGarage 
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Against the Grain 

Does Greater Burlington have a great gluten-free pizza? 



N ot too long ago, people who discovered they were allergic to gluten - the 
protein found in wheat, rye and other grains - faced a culinary life devoid 
of doughy pleasures such as cookies, pasta, bread, cakes and pizza. But, as 
more and more people swear off wheat, food purveyors and restaurants 
have responded with a virtual avalanche of gluten-free goods. The most miraculous 
among diem: gluten-free pizza. 

Most gluten-shunning peeps would rather not be reminded they're eating a sub- 
stitute. So, in solidarity widi gluten-free pizza lovers throughout Vermont — includ- 


ing thos 


ir staff — 


e decided to 


GLUTEN ISWHATGIVES 
DOUGH ITS ELASTICITY; 


a few local pies and zero in on which 
nost resembled the real thing and why. 

Our Seven Days panel contained only 
me bona fide gluten-free devotee: ac- 
ount manager Jessica Piccirilli, who 
suggested die survey to us a few weeks 
ago. Our other tasters designer Diane 
Sullivan, web editor lyier Machado, 
arts writer Megan James and co-owner 
and editor Pamela Polston — fell into 
one of two camps: They were either pas- 
sionate about pizza, or simply hungry 
on a deadline day. Food writers Corin 
mple everything in sight 
i we could sample pies before they petrified 
o cold, hard masses, we selected pizzerias widiin striking distance of central 
Burlington. This meant we had to exclude favorite haunts such as Stowe's Pie in the 
Sky and Piecasso. not to mention pizzerias even farther afield. From each estab- 
lishment in die survey, we ordered a plain cheese pie with red sauce. 

During our marathon blind tesdng session, we kept in mind that making gluten- 
free pizza crust is no easy task. Gluten is what gives dough its elasticity; without it, a 
crust can become more biscuity than breadlike. 

Even so, some pies garnered immediate fans, while others reminded us of the 
grade school cafeteria. 

— C.H. 


Hirsch and Alice Levitt just like to s: 
For the sake of simplicity, and si 


JUNIOR'S DOWNTOWN 

176 Main Street, Burlington, 
862-1234 

Both the flagship Junior's Italian in 
Colchester and the more recent addi- 
tion, Junior's Downtown, use gluten- 
free crusts produced by a Connecticut 
supplier called Still Riding Pizza. The 
dough combines bean, rice and tapioca 
flours and starch, bound by xanthan 
gum. Small pies (the only size available; 


$12.73) are baked on their own sheets to 
shield them from wheat gluten, and they 
can be ordered with any toppings, says 
a young counterperson at the Colchester 
location. 

— A.L. 

Jess: The cheese-and- sauce combo 
looked appealing, but not mouth- 
wateringly inviting. The pizza felt crisp 
and smelled like pizza should, but the 
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Fishy Farewell 

BURLINGTON'S OLDEST 
JAPANESE RESTAURANT CLOSES 
Restaurateurs looking for 
a coveted Church Street 
space, be advised: The 
owners of sakura of japan. 
which runs sakura bana 
JAPANESE RESTAURANT, have 
decided not to renew the 
restaurant’s lease when it 
expires this winter. That’s 
according to chef-proprietor 
ron takahashi, who isn’t yet 
certain when Burlington's 
oldest sushi spot will close 
for good, but guesses it will 
be in January or February. 

lb prepare for the clo- 
sure, the menu at Sakura has 
been streamlined, offering 
the same dishes at lunch and 
dinner, widt smaller portions 
and prices at the earlier 
meal, sushido in Williston, 
also owned by Sakura of 
Japan, will remain open, 
serving ultra-fresh rolls and 
home-style cooked meals. 


Look Up 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO TO EXPAND 
-VERTICALLY 

Though they're a testament 
to the enduring popularity 

of LEUNIG'S BISTRO, the Crowds 

dial build in the front room 
as people wait for tables 
sometimes dismay co-owner 
Bob Conlon. 

"When you're packed in 
like sardines and it's three 
deep at die bar, by the time 
you sit down, you may not be 
in the best of moods,” he ob- 
serves. “It’s a great problem 
for us to have, but we want to 
make the experience better." 

So 30-year-old Leunig’s 
is growing — vertically. The 
owners have taken out a lease 
on a space direcdy above 
the restaurant and are busy 
building a bar and lounge 
diat should be open between 
Christmas and New Year's. 

“It will not be Burlington's 
new nightclub. We’ll close it 
at die same time as the res- 
taurant," says Conlon. “We're 
really looking for a nice. 


comfortable place where 
perhaps you can sit and have 
a drink and conversation at 
the same time. We’re hoping 
to keep it pretty civilized.” 



A new set of stairs behind 
die ground-floor bar will lead 
to the upstairs room, which 
will seat around 40 and have 
a limited bar menu — pate, 
cheese plates and the like. 

A few new bartenders have 
already joined die staff in 
anticipation of the opening. 

Conlon hopes the 
new space will also equip 
Leunigs to take on private 
parties. “Right now, we turn 
down wedding rehearsal 
dinners, bridal showers and 
company parties. So we’ll 
be able to use the room for 
those,” he says. 

And customers will no 
doubt appreciate being able 
to cozy up to the new bar 
while waiting for a table. 


Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
Last Friday, food journalist, 
author and New York Times 
columnist Mark Bittman and 
Sen. bernie sanders gathered 
farmers and employees of the 
Burlington intervale center 
for a conference concern- 
ing the food system at the 
350-acre farming compound. 
“I’m interested in things that 
move the agricultural system 


Herbal Essence 

PISTOU OPENS IN BURLINGTON 
Diners eager to try the fare at pistou at 61 Main Street 
in Burlington can get a taste early when the restaurant 
opens on Friday, December 2. Service starts at 8:30 
a.m. with coffee and homemade pastries. Those who 
like what they sample can head bade for lunch, and for 
dinner, which is served until 10 p.m. 

Owners maji chien and max mackinnon aren't worrying 
about the long days. They’re too exdted about the newly 
refurbished space - formerly home to tapas restaurant 
Via Loma, which opened there a little more than a year 
ago and about chef Mackinnon's uncommon creations. 
The Middlebury grads both cut dieir teeth on die New 
York culinary scale, with big names such as David 
Bouley, Bar Boulud and the Food Network dotting their 
resumes. 

The white-and-blue-painted dining room bears few 
traces of the dark oranges and treasure-chest-style metal 
fixtures of Pistou's predecessor. The bar’s centerpiece is 
a floating wine rack crafted by la mantes sous chef. 

Chien worked at that restaurant and studied wine 
with chefKEVW cleary while preparing to open Pistou. 
Her wine list is composed mosdy of French and domes- 
tic botdes. “That's what Max and I like best, and we're 
trying to keep it relatively reasonable,” she says. Three 
beers are on draught, to make room for chilled whites in 
the fridge. 

Those tipples 
probably won't be too 
popular at breakfast, 
which is served 
Monday through 
Friday. Mackinnon’s 
pastries will change 
each day, but Chien 
says they may include 
bagels, scones, biscuits 
and his signature olive- 
oil cake. 

Lunch is the only 
meal to be served sevoi 

days a week. That menu will also change depoidingon 
which farm-fresh treats arrive in the kitchen. Options 
will always include diree different rustic baguette 
sandwiches and panini on Red Hen Baking Co. bread; 
a soup; and a side salad. “It's gonna be pretty simple,” 
says Chien, as she shows off the artisan cheeses and 
Salumeria Biellese meats in the deli case. 

Dinner, served Wednesday through Sunday, fea- 
tures seasonal creations such as winter squash soup 
with creme fraiche panna cotta and savory granola; a 
slow-poached egg widi farro and barbecued beets; and 
agnolotti filled with polenta. Diners with a sweet tooth 
may be tempted by ehocolate-and-ricotta mousse with 
peanut brittle and pretzel ice cream. 

Chien says that, for weeks, community members have 
been wandering into die space, sharing support and 
asking when Pistou will finally open. Now they can have 







food 



I 

SB 

l4 i 


"'. i •■■ .. 



The food you love 
at prices you tan 
afford and now. 

full service! 


The ”i 

Village Cup * 

30 Vermont Route IS. Jericho 899-1730 | 

Check out our full bistro menu ah . 

www.thewilla9ecup.com I 




CATERING 


MEXICALI ^G»iu. & CANTINA 

MAPI E TREE Pi ACE * W# 1 1 ST ON - 879 - 9^92 

I ,id Jrt > »».« “"■‘i** 

“ gift tertifia'e for free u * 



Against the Grain «P44 

first bite was disappointing. The gritty 
texture was a reminder that this was no 
‘Teal” pizza — it was, in fact, a subpar 
gluten-free substitute. The sauce and 
cheese were tasty but lacked any real 
robustness in flavor. Hie redeeming ele- 
ment of this pie was the last two bites 
of the crust, which had a good, nongritty 
crunch that left me feeling satisfied. 

Alice: When I opened the box, this 
pie had a giant, white blob of barely 
melted mozzarella resting in the 
middle. Not an auspicious start, but 
by the time we ate it, the cheese had 
blended better and lent the pie most 
of its greasy, salty flavor. I’m not 
usually a crust eater, but the crisp, 
cracker-like one on 
my favorite part of it. 
slice had diat texture, it coulda 
been a contender. 

Corin: Despite a nondescript 
sauce (which can be OK on 
pizza) and ample melted 
cheese, the chalky, bland crust 
overpowered each bite. The 
entire thing was discordant 
and a lit de bit sullen, as if the el- 
ements were trying to run away 
from each other. I wondered if 
this pie had done freezer time 
before it did oven time. 


completely different animal than 
regular doughs.” 

So the small chain, with outlets 
in South Burlington, Burlington and 
Pordand, Maine, found a supplier. A 
year and a half ago, it began selling 
rice-and-tapioca-based crusts made by 
Tasti- Grain in Utica, N.Y. The pies are 
available only in size medium ($12.95), 
but all the regular toppings can be 
added. Byers warns that, while he 
cooks his gluten-free pizzas on special 
screens, Leonardo’s kitchens are not 
gluten free. 

— A.L 


MAKE OF THAT 
WHAT YOU WILL. 

TYLER MACHADO 


Tyler: Reminds me of the pizza 
they serve at minor-league 
hockey games. Make of that 
what you will. 


Diane: Floppy crust and 
watery sauce. Very school 
lunch-v. 


Pamela: This crust was 
bland, too early-health-food-y. 
It tasted like rice flour. 


Jess: This pie looked delightful. 
The cheese was abundant and 
heated perfectly so that it was a 
litde brown and bubbly — just the 
way I like it! As an added touch, 
it was speckled widi fresh green herbs 
that perfectly complemented the 
sweet, well-seasoned sauce. The 
crust tasted wonderful, and while 
eating it I didn't feel like I was being 
deprived of gluten at all. I felt like 
I was just anodier gal eating just 
another delicious pizza. 


Megan: Crust was a little soggy, 
almost spongy. Tasted like school 
lunch. The sauce was like un- 
adorned tomato paste, and there 
was too much of it. 


LEONARDO'S PIZZA 

83 Pearl Street, Burlington, 
862-7700 

“We always try to do tilings other 
places can’t do or don’t do or won’t 
do," says Leonardo's director of 
operations Kelly Byers. He says the 
company’s early attempts to make 
the dough on its own failed. “It’s a 
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forward,” Bittman told Seven 


Bittman seemed par- 
ticularly taken with die 
Intervale's food hub, where 
two young farmers, thomas 

CASE (ifARETHUSAFARM and ERIC 
SEITZ of PITCHFORK FARM, talked 
about the boom their farms 
have experienced since the 
CSA-offering collaborative 
opened in 2007. 

As Case left the event, 
Bittman told him that he 
hoped to see him in the 
spring. Sounds like the 
author may have plans 
to check out more of die 
Intervale when it’s in action. 
"The Food Hub is really 
sort of innovative. It will 
be interesting to see where 
it goes, diough there’s no 
reason it won’t do great,” 
said Bittman, who was in 
Vermont for Thanksgiving 
with his father-in-law. 



On November 15, the 
Vermont Chamber of 
Commerce honored Michael's 
ON THE HIU. chef MICHAEL 

kloeti and his co-owner 
and wife, uuira kloeti. as 
“Restaurateurs of die Year” 
during its annual Vermont 
hospitality gala. Also hon- 
ored was tom bivins, formerly 


institute, who picked up the 
tide of “Chef of the Year.” 
Bivins left NECI in October 

for crop bistro & brewery, his 


soon-to-open restaurant in 
Stowe. 


A new boon for food- 
related businesses affected 
by Tropical Storm Irene 
comes from farmplate, a 
website that aims to con- 
nect farms, food producers 
and markets with consum- 
ers and one another. It's 
offering such businesses 
one year of free online 
marketing. In a statement, 
FarmPlate founder and 
president Kim Werner says 
her company is committed 
to “contributing to their 
health in any way we can, 
especially after the dev- 
astation they experienced 
from Irene.” 


Alice: When I was a kid, my shih tzu, 
Bubbeleh, refused to eat anything 
but vegan dog food. He had a good 
reason: The stuff was pretty tasty, and 
I munched on it like tiny crackers for 
years. This crust gave me a powerful 
Proustian memory rush back to that 
vegan dog food. The only major dif- 
ference was the bready texture of this 
slice, far different from Bubbeleh’s 
crunchy grub. 

So it wasn’t exactly what I look for in 
a pizza — but it didn’t taste bad. In fact, 
the herbaceous, tangy sauce was one of 
the most flavorful, and die cheese on top 
was speckled with lovely dots of brown. 
One of the best, though it made me miss 
my dog 

Corin: I’m a fan of all things slightly 
burnt, and so I was excited to tuck 
into this pie’s slightly charred cheese. 
Underneath lay all kinds of goodness: 
The sauce was appealingly sweet, the 
crust flirted with crispness, and all of 
the elements blended together in that 
sloppy way that makes decent pizza. 
Still, this was clearly a gluten-free 


crust, with its hard-to-mask powdery 
mouthfeel. 

Tyler: Yeah, the sauce was really good. 
But I think I liked this slice because it 
was cooked to perfection. It could please 
doughy-crust lovers and crispy-crust 
lovers equally. 

Diane: Looks good. The cheese and 
sauce are good. The crust was rather like 
cardboard and had a slight dog-biscuit 
aftertaste. 

Pamela: This one was pretty good - 
sauce was tasty, and it didn't scream 
“gluten free.” 

Megan: Mmmmmm _. much better! 
The crust had a great crispy texture. It 
held its own. The sauce had some nice 
herby flavors. I liked that, in one bite, I 
could taste all the individual compo- 
nents separately, as opposed to the first 
pizza, which was like slurping down one 
sloppy mass. 


HEALTHY UVINGMARKEI 

222 Dorset Street, South 
Burlington. 863-2569 

Healthy Li vingMarket is a mecca of sorts 
for gluten-free baked goods. Besides its 
fresh gluten-free pizza, which was in- 
troduced in the cafe 18 months ago, the 
bakery turns out a range of fruit breads 
that could double for the real tiling. The 
market also has an entire aisle devoted 
to gluten-free crackers, pastas and other 
morsels. 

For their gluten-free pizza crust, the 
bakers here use a blend of brown-rice, 
soy, tapioca and white-rice flours. This 
was easily the largest of the pies, but also 
the most expensive, ringing up at $17 

— C.H. 

Tyler: I liked the crust on this one a lot, 
and the parsley was a tasty touch. It just 
needed more cheese and sauce to offset 
the thick, bready texture of the crust. 
Balance the proportions, and this would 
have been a slice of perfection. 



cookies' 

for GOOD! t 


This Holiday season enjoy delicious 
Sugarsnap cookies ana help prevent 


The faim families who own Cabot, along 
with Sugarsnap and the Blodgett Oven 
Company, are supporting Cookies for Good s . 
a program that helps fund COTS (the 
Committee on Temporary Shelter). For 
every dozen Sugarsnap cookies purchased, 
more than $4 goes to support programs 
to end homelessness in and around 
Chittenden County. 


Perfect for holiday gatherings and 
office parties! Only $12/doz. 
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To Place Your Order 
Call 861-2951 or Visit 

CookiesForGood.org 
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Corin: I loved the gritty comment on 
the bottom of the pie, a traditional 
touch that adds texture. But the herba- 
ceous sauce and melted cheeses were 


Alice: This crumbly cornmeal crust 
scraped my throat as I swallowed each 
bite. Not pleasant. There was a ton of 
the thick dough, too. It was less like 
a pizza and more like a hard, greasy, 
gluten-free cake covered in a thick 


Jess: This pizza seemed to be die big- 
gest of die bunch, and I liked diat it was 
cut into perfect-for-sharing squares. 
The parsley speckled on top was a great 
touch. The texture was dense, and it took 
a lot of chewing to get through each bite. 


pizza, but if I wanted a nice, dense bread 
topped with cheesy goodness, this might 
hit the mark. 

UPPERCRUSTPIZZA 


THE CHEESE WAS ABUNDANT AND HEATED PERFECTLY 

SO THAI II WAS A LITTLE BROWN AND BUBBLY - JUSI THE WAY I LIKE II! 


both drowned out by the hard, mono- 
lithic crust. Pizza makers shouldn’t be 
afraid to make a pie where the toppings 
slide around a bit — with a flatter crust, 
this one would shine. 

Megan: This one looked really nice. 
Pretty, green herbs sprinkled on topi My 
first thought was, It takes a lot of chew- 
ing. It was more of a cheese bread than 
a pizza. The cheese was more flavorful 
than the other pizzas' — land of tasted 
like Swiss? 


JESSICA PICCIRILLI fijjf 


layer of cheese. I could see a sheer 
layer of herb-laden sauce at the comers 
not blanketed with mozzarella, but 
I couldn't taste a trace of it. I diink I 
detected a hint of cheddar, as the slice 
reminded me somewhat of Goldfish 
Crackers. Points added for that and 
for a pretty dusting of parsley on top. 

Pamela: Really thick, stiff crust. Bready but overall die flavor was nice. Though 
- almost cakey. I didn't like it. The pars- flavorful and comforting, diis pie was the 
ley sauce was not dial good. least pizza-esque of the bunch. It might 

not be my first choice if I was craving 



Upper Crust Pizza rolled out a gluten- 
free version of its pies about five months 
ago. “We knew a lot of people around 
here are allergic to gluten,” says head 
cook Jason Gibbs. Staff sampled a range 
of gluten-free doughs from various pur- 
veyors before setding on a round crust 
from French Meadow Bakery. The 
Georgia-based company makes its 
dough with a blend of tapioca, rice 
and potato flours. The cooks at 
Upper Crust now go through at 
least a case of gluten-free crusts 
a week - or enough to make 24 
J pies. They take a little longer 
" to bake, says Gibbs, but have 
proved so popular (at $11.50) 
that Upper Crust’s gluten-free line 
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doesn't stop at pizza anymore: Staff re- 
serves one fryer for gluten-free chicken 
tenders and French fries. 

— C.H. 

Alice: I haven't had a Mama Celeste 
pizza in more than a decade, but this 
kind of made me want to try one again. 
The classic cardboard-textured crust 
and ketchup-like sauce brought back 
memories of that apres-elementary- 
school classic. After die other tasters 
were done groaning over this one, I ate 
the last slice. So bad it was good. 

Megan: Gross. I had one bite and then 
couldn't go on. It tasted like cleaning 
products. 

Tyler 1 thought the crust was pretty 
good, but die cheese and die sauce were 


poor quality. Unless you're in a high 
school cafeteria, cheese is definitely not 
supposed to be this shiny. 

Corin: This pie smelled enticing in die 
car, but when we opened the box, it 
looked sort of like a cheese quilt, or a 
faux version of the real diing. The entire 
pie was drowning in cheese, with only 
die vaguest hint of sharp tomato sauce. 
The chalky, snow-white crust was 
cooked well, but it still dominated each 
bite. An aftertaste of pine resin rounded 
out die strange flavor profile. 

Jess: There was something off about 
the sauce atop this pie. The crust was 
perfect, but the strong vinegary taste 
of the sauce overwhelmed the pie. This 
crust with some better-tasting sauce 
AGAINST THE GRAIN »PS1 


rt\°VNTfilN 

S fcRLI 

l^^^Orgonic Local Produce ■ Full Service Deli • All Natural Groceries 

NOW OPEN UNTIL 8PM! 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • (802)453-8538 
25 Mountain View Street, Bristol, Vermont 
First left off Mountain Street. Located Behind Shaws. 


Happy Holidays 

from all of us 

to all of you! 


Come in and check out our expanded 
Estate Jewelry Collection. 



112 Church Street • Burlington * 802.862. 1042 
m • Sun. it - 4pm • Locally owned and operated since 1 



Featuring several tasty items on one plate for ONE LOW PRICE. 

" nation! Call for details. 
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Delicious appetizers 
Party trays from our deli 
Local meats and cheeses 
Fine selection of wine and microbrews 
Divine baked goods and desserts 
Unique and local gifts 

Open Daily 8 to 8 www.sweetclovermarket.com 

(802) 872-8288 at the Essex Shoppes & Cinema 
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CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 


parents, Katie and Iordan, were high school sweethearts in 
Northfield, Dad. a Norwich graduate, is a Black Hawk pilot 
serving in Afghanistan. They live on base at Fort Campbell. 
Tennessee but Mom and Dad wanted their son born in 
Northfield - surrounded by family. The plan was to stay 
with Mom's parents, but their house fell victim to Irene's 
flood-waters, so instead they are staying at her grandparent's 
(who are now first-time GREAT grandparents! |. Dad arrived 
In Vermont from Afghanistan on Veteran's Day and lames 
followed soon after on Hiesday, November 15. He weighed 
7lb/9oz and was 20.5" long. Little lames is the first grand- 
child for both families and is much loved and celebrated. He 
looks just like his daddy - who returns to Afghanistan on 
November 27. The family will be reunited at Fort Campbell in 
March when Dad's tour of duty is over. We wish the Delena 
family all the very best.. .and we thank both Mom and Dad for 
their brave service and dedication. Happy Thanksgiving to the 
big, happy Northfield family celebrating beautiful Tittle lames 
Michael Delena and his parents. 

= = Central Vermont Medical Center 

%I = Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 
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Central Vermont Women's Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 
to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 
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Increase your competitive edge in the job market 

participate in the 

Governor's Career Ready Program 

• Classes start soon in select CCV locations 

• All job seekers, employed and unemployed are welcome 

• Course offered at no cost to participants 


For more information go to www.ccv.cdu/carccr or call Tiffany Kcunc at 802 786-0011 
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and some higher- quality cheese has the 
potential to be a winner. 


the sauce was perfectly seasoned. When 
I took the last bite, I didn't want it to be 
over. I wanted more and still do. Is it 
time for lunch yet? 


Pamela: Acid The sauce was weird and 
chemically. I hated it so much I didn't 
even write any notes about the crust. 

Diane: I took a bite and said, "Oh, my 
God, I hate it!" 


AMERICAN FLATBREAD— 
BURLINGTON HEARTH 

115 St. Paul Street, Burlington. 
861-2999 


Alice: In my mind, there are three ac- 
ceptable varieties of pizza crust: Sicilian, 
New York style and what I call “matzo 
pizza.” This crisp, flavorful dough falls 
into die last category, in the same school 
as the regular pies at Three Tomatoes 
Trattoria. The tangy sauce, with just 
a hint of spice: added a great flavor to 
the already nicely seasoned crust. Salty, 
bubbly cheese and a sprinkling of mixed 
parsley, oregano and marjoram took this 
one over the top to make it worth a try 
even for wheat lovers. 


The hands-down favorite of 
ers was the gluten-free pie at 
American Flatbread 
Burlington Hearth 
($11.75). That’: 
also the es 
tablishment 


Corin: Yum. The bits of dark char on 
both bottom and top screamed, “I 
just emerged from a brick 
The pizza 
maker laced die 
top with salt, 
so that the 



survey that 
lias been 
offering die 
option the 
longest, for 
the past two 
years. Says 
chef Jon Morin, 

“There's diat need 
out there, and there are a 
lot of people going toward gluten free 
for health reasons. There’s some celiac, 
but I think doctors in general are pre- 
scribing people to cut down on gluten." 

To help their customers achieve 
that goal, the folks at Flatbread part- 
nered with Essex's West Meadow Farm 
Bakery to make the perfect crust. It 
includes an exclusive blend of tapioca 
starch, white-rice flour, xandian gum 
and oregano. Morin makes sure to use 
a special gluten-free pepperoni on 
the pies, and he lets customers know 
whether specialty pizzas can be made 
safely without gluten. 

— A.L. 


Jess: Tliis is the pie that I would like 
to eat all day, every day. It was perfectly 
satisfying, and, diough [Leonardo's] was 
a close second, in my opinion this was 
die clear winner in taste, texture and 
quality! The crust tasted like pizza crust 
should. Though not flimsy, it wasn't 
overly crisp. The slighdy burnt grill 
marks on die bottom of the pie added a 
bit of bitterness that complemented the 
acidity and saltiness of die tomato sauce. 
The cheese was clearly high quality, and 


before baking that 
it crisped up to an 
almost wafer-like consistency. 
These people give good pie. 

Tyler: This was my favorite slice. The 
crust was less dry, thick and corameal-y 
compared to odier gluten-free crusts, 
and the sauce was amazing. All cheese 
pizzas, gluten free or not, should have a 
healthy dose of herbs on top. 

Diane: I think diis was my favorite. 
Reminds me of [Leonardo’s] — with no 
dog-biscuit flavor. 

Pamela: Tasty, snappy sauce, herbed 
and addictive. Good crust — the most 
like "normal" ones — and had more 
salt, which is surely what helped it 
taste better. But die consistency was 
right, too. 

Megan: This one was beautiful and 
delicious. It looked so fresh, with so 
many appealing colors: The cheese 
was browned a little, dotted with green 
herbs. The sauce was perfectly tangy. 
The crust was crisp. The cheese was 
soft and not as gummy as the others. I 
couldn’t tell until the very end, when 
I gobbled down my crust, that it was 
gluten free. ® 



| oscarw 

ifc/Ristro Vjj^P 


EBT/Dcbit Cards N ow Accepted at the Market 


Pr Ct cau 

floats 


Memorial Auditorium 

ComerofMain Street & South Union 
Every other week — November- April 
10AM -2PM 


BFST FLOAT WILL WIN 
A TRIP FOR 10 TO: 


SMUGGLERS' NOTCH 
V-E-R-M-O-N-T 

INCLUDING 2 DAYS OF SKIING 
ONE NIGHT OF SKI IN/OUT LODGING 


mtamn SEVEN_DAYS WfZbT 


BURLINGTON 

WINTER FARMERS' 

s. MARKET 

'^Dec. 3rd & Dec. 17th 


Honey 

Mushrooms 

Crafts 

Preserves 

Prepared 

Foods 





calendar 

NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 07. 2011 


WED. 30 

business 

AWAKENING 2012: MINDFULNESS-BASED 
BUSINESS- VISIONING WORKSHOP & 
NETWORKING EVENT: Healers, artists, activists, 
educators, small-business owners and others 
larlicipale in guided meditation and visualiza- 


THE MILL AND THE CROSS' Led 

2011 historical drama chronicles 
of Pieter Bruegel's controversial i 


THE WHISTLEBLOWER' & PANEL DISCUSSION 

As partof the Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom. Barbara Whitchurch. Liz 


comedy 

IMPROV NIGHT: Fun-loving participants play 
e Line Is It Anywa/ style games In an eri- 
ging environment. Spark Arts, Burlington, 
I.m.$5 suggested donation. Info, 373-470; 

education 

TEACHER APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM INFO 
SESSION: Career changers learn about 
ally to become a I Icensed educate 
is. Cafeteria Essex High School. E 


IA SOPHIA JEWELRY OPEN HOUSE: Snazzy 
accessories, deals, drawings and door prizes 
benefit the school. Champlain Valley Christian 
School. Vergennes. 1-2:30 p.m. Cost of purchas- 
•s. Info. 877-3640. 

film 

)E FLIGHT: Three war brides sharea night 
ew Zealand in this epic 2008 drama by 
Ben Sombogaart. Catamount Arts Center. St, 
Johnsbury. 7 p.m. S5-7, Info. 748-2600. 
INTERNATIONAL MOVIE NIGHT: A woman and 
ung son living illegally In Belgium are 




3 ma Illegal. Kellogg- 


223-3338. 

'LOVE CRIME* When a top executive and femme 
tale steals one of her assistant's ideas, her 
Dt-so-innocent protege Is ready for war in Alain 

STOWE MOUNTAIN FILM FEST: Groundbreaking 
in. adventure environmental and cultural 
films greet the snow season. Vermont Ski and 
board Museum. Stowe 6 p.m. $7-10 per 
night: S30 all-film pass. Info. 253-9911. 


food & drink 

on. CANDY-CANE-MAKING DEMO Confectioners 

1703. boil. pull. turn, roll and twist striped seasonal 

sweets. Laughing Moon Chocolates. Stowe. 11 
a.m. Free to watch: $6 to make your own ( prereg- 
j Ister). Info, 253-9591. 

light health & fitness 

n SERENITY YOGA: Gentle poses foster a sense 

Unity Church of Vermont Essex Junction, 6-7 
p m. S5 suggested donation: bnng a pillow and 
, blanket if desired. Info. 881-5210. 

TAI CHI/QIGONG CLASS: Simple techniques, 
practiced sitting or standing with Madeleine 
Piat-LandolL enhance physical and emotional 
well-being. Champlain Senior Center. McClure 

Free Info. 6SB-3S85. * P 

holidays 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: Time-crunched 
shoppers take advantage of quick and pretty 
packaging while supporting the Burlington 
Emergency Shelter. University Mall. South 

WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET 

Fine arts, crarts and locally made products fill a 
vacant space. Entrance to the market is i 
" *. by the top right sir' 


deoftheW 

le. 25 Winooski 
ree Info. 264-4839 info@kasir 


BABYTIME: Crawling tots and their parents 
convene for p layti me and sharl ng . D orothy Al II ng 
Memonal Library. Wllllstort 10:30 a.m.-noon. 
Free: preregister. Info. 658-36S9. 




LIST YOUR UPCOMING EVENT HERE FOR FREE! 

ALL SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE IN WRITING AT NOON ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION, 
FIND OUR CONVENIENT FORM AT: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT. 


YOU CAN ALSO EMAIL l 
SPECIFIC LOCATION Tli 


M CALENDAReSEVENDAYSVT.COM 


E. DEPENDING ONCOST AND OTHERFACTORS CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS MAY BE LISTED 

IN EITHER THE CALENDAR OR DIE CLASSES SECTION. WHEN APPROPRIATE CLASS ORGANIZERS 


BE ASKED TO PURCHASE A CLASS LI! 


Growing Pains 

If there's something strange in your neighborhood, who you gonna call? 
GrowthBusters, says filmmaker Dave Gardner (pictured). His documentary 
GrowthBusters: Hooked on Growth addresses issues that, he argues, go 
beyond the neighborhood and affect all of humankind. Water shortages, 
hunger, the peak oil crisis — all are symptoms of what the film portrays as a 
global obsession with economic growth and consumption. Having debuted 
in New York City last month, just days after world population surpassed 7 
billion, the film features interviews with a long lineup of experts, including 
Vermonters Gus Speth, Bill McKibbcn and Bill Ryerson. And, yes, you can 
expect to sec a Ghostbusters-csque outfit or two. 

GROWTHBUSTERS: 



Have to Have a Habitat 

How does an artist reconcile her childhood crush on David Bowie with 
her early affection for Beethoven cassettes? Having grown up in the age 
of pop music and the Internet composer and keyboardist Missy Mazzoli 
is "one of several 21st-century composers forging a new home between 
the club and the concert hall,” writes Time Oat New York. This Friday, 
she makes her nest at the FlynnSpace. Backed by her electro-acoustic 
Brooklyn quintet Victoire, Mazzoli's songs reside at the intersection 
of indie rock and classical; imagine a piano trio colliding with lo-fi 
electronics. However you label it. the band breeds beguiling original 
compositions that really do cover new territory. 

MISSY MAZZOLI & VICTOIRE 

Friday, Decembers 8 p.m, at FlynnSpace In Burlington. $25. Info, 863-5966. 
Flynntlx.org 



At its 1985 debut, Larry Kramer's The Normal Heart was shocking; urgent and angry — an in-your-face wake-up call 
about the rise of an unknown disease strangely seeming to affect only gay men. Based on the early years of the epidemic 
since identified as AIDS, die play captures the passion, uncertainty and fear of the era while chronicling the efforts of 
Kramer's largely autobiographical protagonist, an LGTB activist named Ned Weeks. A quarter of a century later, the 
production — which had a short Broadway run last spring — is still hard hitting: It "blasts you like an open, overstoked 
furnace," wrote the New York Times. On World AIDS Day, Newbury actor Dan Butler (pictured) directs a staged 
reading of the play to benefit Vermont CARES and the HIV/RCVResource Center. 


The Impossible Dream 


Windmills masquerade as four-armed giants. A lowly roadside inn becomes a grand castle. In the eyes of chivalrous 
knight-errant Don Quixote — the alter-ego of a man driven mad by the world's injustices — even a prostitute is the 
dainty Lady Duleinea. Produced by the Middlebury College Musical Players, the college's fully student-run theater 
operation, Man of La Mancha “pairs comedy with some actual substantive messages," says director and senior 
theater major Charles Giardina. Unlike Broadway's "cotton-candy" comedies, as he dubs them, the work leaves 
audiences chewing over a valuable theme: the defense of idealism. Author Miguel de Cervantes and his subject 
both grace the stage in this Tony Award-winning play-within-a-play adaptation. 

, MAN OF LA MANCHA' 

Thursday. December 1. through 
Saturday, December 3, 8 p.m., at 
McCullough Social Space. Middlebury 
College. S6-10. Info. 443-3168. 
middlebury.edu/arts 


Waking Life 


calendar 


ENOSBURGH PLAYGROUP: Children and their 
adult caregivers immerse themselves in singing 


10-11:30 a m. Free. Info. 527-5426. ^ 

HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: Good listeners soak up 
classic fairy tales. Highgate Public Library. 11:15 
am -12:15 p.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 

HOGWARTS READING SOCIETY. Fascinated by 

llsley Public Library. Middlebury. 3:30-4:30 pm. 
Free. Info. 368-4097. 

LET'S LEARN JAPANESE!: Little linguistsget 
a fun intro to the language and culture of the 
Land of the Rising Sun with Middlebury College 

Middlebury. 4:30 p.m. FreeJnfo. 388-4097. 
MIDDLE SCHOOL BOOK GROUP. Young people 
dish about their current reads. Fletcher Free 
Library. Burlington 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
865-7216. 

MIDDLEBURY BZ 


PAINTED WORD POETRY SERIES: A series high- 
lighting established and emerging New England 
poets features Andrea Cohen and Ouraysh All 
Lansana. Fleming Museum. UVM. Burlington. 6-7 
pm. Free. Info. 656-0750. 


THU. 01 


e to forge friendships, coital 


Public Library. Middlebury. 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. 
Info. 388-4097. 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE Two- U 
5- year-olds jam out to rock-and-roll and world- 
beat tunes. Fletcher Free U brary. Burlington. 
11-11:30 am. Free. Info. 865-7216. 


quartet breathe life into T.S, Eliot's book-length 
poem. Davis Center. UVM. Burlington. 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Info, 656-3056. 

HANDEL SOCIETY OF DARTMOUTH COLLEGE 

Top-notch soloists and Instrumentalists 
get to work on Handers Messiah. Spaulding 
Auditorium Hopkins Center. Dartmouth College 
Hanover. N.H..7 p.m S5-31. Info. 603-646-2422. 

JAZZ VOCAL ENSEMBLE & THURSDAY COMBO: 

Two UVM ensembles present "Blrd/Count' a 
tribute to the music of bebop-era composer and 


Hillcrest, Middlebury College. 4:30 pm. Free. 

Info. 443-6433. 

QUEER 101: Respectful listeners Join a O&A 
discussion about LGBTQ life. The Bristol Hub. 
3:30-4:30 pm. Free. Info. 453-3678. 

THE MOLLIE RUPRECHT FUND FOR VISITING 
ARTISTS & SCHOLARS LECTURE New York 

ing photographs. Room 301. Williams Hall. UVM. 
Burlington. 5:30-6:30 pm. Free, Info. 656-2014. 

theater 

AUDITIONS FOR AN AFTERNOON IN FRANCE 

duced in February by the Middlebury Community 
Players, explores human frailties and strengths 
within four generationsof one family. Town Hall 
Theater, Middlebury.7 p.m. Free. Info. 388-7432 
or 352-9839. 


Businesses for Social Responsibility’s 2012 legis- 

Vincent llluzzi. Rep. David Sharpe and Sen 
Virginia Lyons — weigh In on priorities under 
the golden dome. A cash bar and snacks follow. 
Main Street Landing Performing Arts Center. 
Burlington. 3:30-6:30 p.m. Free: preregister. 


WARREN MILLER'S '-.LIKE THERE'S NO 
TOMORROW': Ski icon Jonny Moseley provides 
narrative to powder trails everywhere from 
the H imalayas to New Hampshire's Mount 
Washington. Flynn MainStage. Burlington. 8 p.rr 
S21. Info. 863-5966. 

food & drink 

EAT FOR A GOOD CAUSE: Diners chow down 
to support UVM's Upward Bound scholarship 
fund. Up to 20 percent of all purchases will be 
donated. UNO Chicago Grill. South Burlington. II 
am.-ll p.m Cost of food and dnnk: use coupon 
from uvm.edu/upbound. Info. 656-2961, up- 

THE PENNYWISE PANTRY: On a tour Of the 

keeping the kite hen stocked with affordabl e, 
nutritious eats. City Market Budlngton, 10-11 
am. Free. Info. 861-9700. 


comedy 

COMEDY @ HOME: Standups Ryan Kriger and 
Denise McCarty goad the giggles before Valley 
Improv takes the stage with long-form sketches. 
Lebanon Opera House. N.H.. 7 pm. Donations 


Id AIDS Day. 


community 

CANDLELIGHT VIGIL On V 

people woddwide who have died from the 
disease and show their support for those I Ivlnj 
with HIV. Rialto Bridge Slate St- Montpelier, 
4:30-5:30 pm. Free Info, 229-5754. 
COMMUNITY MEETING: Goddard College rep- 


answer questions and gather feedback. Club 
Room Plainfield Fire & Rescue Department 
6:30-8 p.m Free. Info. 322-1674. 


State College. 7 p.m. S5 suggested donation. 
Info, 635-1476. 

etc. 

CO-OP TOUR: Cash-conscious consumers learn 

Frohlich. Hunger Mountain Co-op. Montpelier, 
6-7:30 p.m S5-7: preregister. Info. 223-8004, 
ext, 202. info@hungermountain.com. 

COMMUNITY BIKE SHOP NIGHT Steadfast cy- 

round pedaling. FreeRlde Bike Co-op. Montpelier 


film 

FOOD FORTHOUGHT FILM SERIES: Foodie 
film buffs screen Food. Inc.. Robert Kenner's 
eye-opening 2008 documentary about the cor- 
porate-controlled food industry. Thatcher Brook 

GROWTHBUSTERS: HOOKED ON GROWTH- 


HOLIDAY ARTISANS BAZAAR: More than 50 art- 
ists and crafters from Vermont New Hampshire 
and Maine exhibit pottery, weaving, glass work. 

alions. Chandler Gallery. Randolph, noon-6 p.m. 
Free. Info. 431-0204. 

HOLIDAY CARDS CRAFT: Creative types fashion 
seasons greetings with Stampin'Up! demonstra- 

p.m. Free. Info. 849-2420. 

WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET: See 

WE0.30. noon-8 p.m 

kids 

EARLY UTERACY STORY TIME: Weekly themes 

basic reading concepts. Westford Public Library. 
11 am. Free. Info. 878-5639. westford _pl®vals, 

FLETCHER PLAYGROUP: Little ones make use 




imbridge. 9-10 :30 a.r 


'FOOD FOR THOUGHT LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS 

Pizza accompanies discussion of books and li- 
brary projects for teens. Dorothy Ailing Memorls 
Library. Willlston.4-5 p.m Free. Info, 878-4918. 
FRANKLIN STORY HOUR Lovers of the written 

10:45 am. Free. Info, 527-5426^ 

MIDDLEBURY PRESCHOOLERS STORY HOUR: 
Tiny ones become strong readers through activi 
tleswith tales, rhymes, songs and crafts, llsley 
Public Library. Middlebury. 1030-11:15 am. Free. 
Info. 388-4097. 

PAJAMA STORY TIME: 


ck night- 


books. Fairfax Community Library. 6:30-7:30 
pmFree. Info. S27-S426. 

RICK MARCOTTE CENTRAL SCHOOL BOOK FAIR 

Three sessions of story time a crafts table and 
the third grade's choral performance of holiday 


STUDENT MATINtE SERIES The Vermont 
Symphony Orchestra bring Camille Salnt-Saens's 
Carnival of the Animals to life against an eye- 


tnosic 

BURLINGTON SONGWRITERS: Lyricists 
share and critique original works. Helneberg 
Community & Senior Center, Burlington 7:30- 
9:30 p.m. Free. Info. 859-1822. 

COFFEEHOUSE NIGHTS: Moses & the Electric 

Perfonnance Space. Johnson State College 9 
pm. Free, Info. 635-2536. 

MUSIC RECITAL: Students from Su LlanTarVS 
music classes sound out original compositions. 
Mahaney Center for the Arts, Middlebury College 

MUSIC IN THE LOFT CONCERT SERIES: Aaron 
FI inn executes acoustic Americana^ Ten percent 

Shelburne Vineyard. 5:30-8 pm. Free; wine 
a vai labl e by the glass ( pro per 1 0 req ul red) . Info. 
985-8222. 

NATALIE MACMASTER Fiddling and world-class 

Rutland. 8 p.m. $29.50- 39.50. Info. 775-0903. 
SMALL JAZZ COMBOS: University ensembles 
go post-bop. Room 301. Southwlck Hall, UVM. 
Burlington 7:30-9 p.m Free. Info, 656-7776. 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE RECITAL Music SCtlol 

Free. Info. 656-7776. ^ 

seminars 

MORTGAGE LOAN SEMINAR: A workshop details 


•MAN OF LA MANCHA' Author Miguel de 
Cervantes and his famous windmill -battling pro- 
tagonist knight-errant Don Oulxote. both appear 
in the Middlebury College Musical Players' play- 
withln-a-play production. Seecalendar spotlight. 
McCullough Social Space, Middlebury College, 8 
pm. $6-10. Info. 443 -3168. 

NATIONAL THEATRE OF LONDON LIVE: 
CATAMOUNT ARTS History Inspires John 
Hodge's Collaborators. Inwhlcha manlstasked 

political climate of 1938 Moscow. The produc- 
tion is broadcast from London via big screen. 

S16-23. Info. 748-2600. 

NATIONAL THEATRE OF LONDON LIVE: 

LOEW AUDITORIUM See above listing Loew 
Auditorium Hopkins Center. Dartmouth College. 
Hanover, N.H..7 p.m $10-23. Info. 603-646-2422. 
NATIONAL THEATRE OF LONDON LIVE: PALACE 
9: See above listing Palace Cinema 9. South 
Burlington, 7p.m. $18. InTo. 660-9300. 

NATIONAL THEATRE OF LONDON LIVE: TOWN 
HALL THEATER See above listing Town 
HallTheater. Middlebury. 7 pm. $10-17. Info. 


■WHITE CHRISTMAS' T 


IKS I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

■ CONNECT in M.SEVENDAYSVT.COMO', AW WEB-ENABLEh CELLPHONE FOR FRF 

mobile UP-TO-THE-MINU IE CALENDAR EVENTS rtUSOTI IER NEARBY RESTAURANTS Cl 
< MOVIE THEATERS ANO MORE. 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 


lod ge fai I in love i n Lamoi lie County Players' 
heartwarming musical. Hyde Park Opera House, 
7 p.m. $12-18; half-price showon December 4. 
Info. 888-4507, 

words 

AFTERNOON POETRY a CREATIVE WRITING 
GROUP: Scribes come together for an artistic 

Janie Mardis. Champlain Senior Center. McClure 
MultlGeneratlonal Center. Burlington. 2-3:30 
p.m. Free. Info. 658-3585. 

THE NORMAL HEART Dan Butler directs a 
staged reading of Larry Kramer’s Tony Award- 
winning play. presented In commemoration 
of World AIDS Day. See calendar spotlight. 

accepted for Vermont CARES andlhe HIV/HCV 
Resource Center. Info, 728-6464. 


FRI.02 

art 

POINT-AND-SHOOT PLEASURES: Shutterbugs 
bring their own cameras to become familiar with 
the dials, buttons and menus with instructor 
Bryan Pfeiffer, First Baptist Church. Montpelier. 
7-9 pm S10. Info. 454-4640. 

SENIOR ART CLASSES: Folks ages 55 and up 
exploredrawlng. pastels, oil and acrylic paints, 
printmaking collages, and sculpture while 
discussing basic design concepts such as shape, 
texture and color. Shelburne Bay Senior Living 
Community, 10:30a,m.-12:30 p.m. $10: preregis- 
ter. Info, 864-0604. 

da tic e 

ARGENTINEAN TANGO: Shoulders back, chin up! 

strut to bandoneon riffs in a self-guided practice 
session. Sal sail na Studio. Burlington. 7:30-10 
p.m.SS. Info. 598-1077. 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL: Singles 

a twirl. Jazzerclze Studio. Williston. lesson. 

7-8 pm: open dancing 8-10 p.m. $14. Info. 
862-2269. 

BIG-BAND DANCE GALA A 17- piece orchestra 
pays homage to the Mambo Kings by producing 
salsa mambo and cha-cha grooves well suited 
for dancing. Vermont Jazz Center, Brattleboro. 

8 p.m. S 25-28 includes dessert buffet. Info. 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE: Those keen on Jane 
Austen's favorite pastime make rural rounds to 
music by Old Stage Road. All dances are taught: 
newcomers welcome. Elley-Long Music Center. 
St. Michael's College. Colchester. 7p,m. $5-8: $1 

bring Tinger fo od to share. Info. 899-2378. 

FALL D ANCE CONCERT. Advanced student 

Piece and other exciting dance works In a 
program under the direction of visiting lecturer- 
In-dance Chrlstal Brown, with lighting design 
by Jennifer Ponder. Dance Theatre. Mahaney 
Center for the Arts. Middlebuiy College, 8 p.m. 
$6-12 Info. 443-6433. 

JSC DANCE ENSEMBLE: SeeTHU.01.7 p.m. 
WORCESTER FAMILY DANCE: Movers of all ages 
take over the dance floor to tunes by Hlgh-Low- 
Jackand calling by Michael Travis. Town Hall. 
Worcester, supper. 5:30 pm: family dance. 



etc. 

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL CLUB OF 
VERMONT: Expats, well-traveled citizens and 


drinks In an intellectually stimulating atmo- 
sphere. Lobby. Courtyard Marriott Burlington 
Harbor. 5:30-6:30 pm Free: preregister at 
meetup.com/amencarvinternatlonal-club-of- 
vermont. Info. 347-569-4336, 

One participant will win a free 10- ride pass via 
facebook.com/CCTAride. Various locations. 
Chittenden County. 6 am-8 p.m. Free. Info. 
864-2282. 


GROUP EMPOWERMENT DRUMMING Pounding 



Donations accepted. Info. 660-8060. 


fairs & festivals 

VERMONT INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

at a fair featuring crafts, eats artfentertai n- 

community. Champlain Valley Exposition, Essex 
Junction 5-8 p.m. $3-6: SIS family pass: free for 
children under 6: half-price family pass available 
at deals.sevendaysvLcom while supplies last 
Tickets are good for the whole weekend. Info. 
863-6713. 

film 

STOWE MOUNTAIN FILM FEST: See WED.30. 6 


WARREN MILLER'S ..LIKE THERE'S NO 
TOMORROW See THU.01, 8 p.m. 

food & drink 

CANDY-CANE-MAKING OEMO: See WE0.30. 11 


HERBAL VINEGARS: Joann Darling demon- 
strates how to extract vitamins and minerals 
from herbs and wild foods to make vinegars that 
are nutritious and delicious. Hunger Mountain 
Co-op Montpelier. 5:30-7:30 p.m. $5-8: prereg- 
ister. Info. 223-8004. exL 202 infoffihunger- 


games 

PAMPERED CHEF BINGO: Players participate In 
a game of luck to win Pampered Chef prod- 
ucts. Proceeds benefit the Rochester School 

6:30 p.m. S20. Info. 767-4327. 

health & fitness 

ALBURGH WALKING GROUP: Neighbors In 
dean-soled shoes lake strides and socialize. 

Al burgh Volunteer Fire Department 10-11 am 
Free. Info, 865-0360. 


holidays 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR: Store em- 
ployees peddle handmade cards, jewelry, food, 
clothing and other seasonal gifts. Gardener's 
Supply Company. Burlington 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
Info, 660-3505. 


CHRISTMAS IN VERMONT: This holiday bazaar 
highlights the local bounty of crafts, baked 


Bristol. 1-5 pm Free. Info. 453-2488. 

CREATIVE WOMEN HOLIDAY SALE: Gift givers 
select from an array of hand -woven textiles. 


FESTIVAL OF TREES: A gala at City Hall kicks off 
three days of evergreen fun. including a parade, 
sleigh rldesand a Christmas sing-along. See 
festivaloftreesvLcom for schedule. Various 



APPLE 


MOUNTAIN 




Fully Insured | Free Estimates | Competitive Rates 


CoJ pin 


Help! I need 


plow ga ^ 


front porch forum 


Vintage Inspired Lifestyle Marketplace 

180 Flynn ave Suite #2, Burlington, VT • 802.578.8304 
Antiques • curaous goods • art • Treasures 

Grand Opening & First Friday Art Walk. Dec. 2 

With Work by Usa LiUibridge and Lorraine Reynolds 

For more info email: Mary@vintageinspired.net 


Bernasconi Construction, Inc. 


General contractor of 
all phases of construction 

QUALITY CUSTOM HOMES 

low specializing in making your home 
“ MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT! 


"Now installing Solar Hot Water’ 

Additions | Remodels | Roofing/Siding 
House & Camps Lifted for Installation of Foundations 
Specializing in the Installation of 
Pellet & Wood Stoves | Metalbcstos Chimneys 
EPA Certified Renovator | Hardwood & Tile Flooring 
'inquire about Custom Tile Showers & Back Splashs 

(Certified in Lead Paint, Renovation, Repair & Painting) 
802-578-1610 | NO JOB TOO SMALL! | Residential & Commercial 


Mount Mansfield photography by Vermont's favorite 
aerial photographer, Robert Lyons. 

Winter Wamith Sale 
thru Tuesday 

. 20% off Turtle Fur and 



calendar 


locations. St. Albans. 6:30 p.m. Various prices. 
Info. S27-5116 or 309-4487. lnfo®restlvaloftrees- 
vt.com, 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: See WE0.30. 9:30 


HOLIDAY ARTISANS BAZAAR: SeeTHU.01, noon- 
6 p.m. 

HOLIDAY FAIR: Adults and older teens contem- 
plate gift options over lattes and opera singing 
by Erik Kroncke. LakeCliamplaln Waldorf School. 
Shelburne. 6:30-9 p.m Free. Info, 985-2827. 

HOLIDAY HOP: ARTS. CRAFTS & WELLNESS 



Chace Mill. Burlington, noon-6 p.m. Free. Info. 
863-3369. Info®burllngtondances,com. 


HOLIDAY JUBILEE: Townsfolk make merry over 
games, children* activities, a scavenger hunt 


5-8 p.m. Free. Info. 644-65 06. 

ILLUMINATION NIGHT: The lighting of the tree 
at the College Hall fountain kicks off musical 
merriment from the Barre- Tones. Vermont 
Col lege of Fine Arts. Montpelier, 5:30 p.m. Free. 


WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET: See 


Irene benefits 

HURRICANE IRENE BENEFIT DANCE: The 

Galaxies featuring Tammy O’Brien and the 
Hitmen perform to support the Vermont 


Info. 863-5966. 


kids 


AUDITIONS FOR ANNIE. THE MUSICAL The 




COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP KlddOS convert? for 
fun via crafts, circle time and snacks. Health 


§ 


Room, Bellows Free Academy. Fairfax. 9-10:30 
a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

ENOSBURG FALLS STORY HOUR: Young ones 
show up for fables and occasional field trips. 
Enosburg Public Library. 9-10 am. Free. Info. 

MONTGOMERY TUMBLE TIME: Physlcal- 

Montgomery Elementary School 10-11 a.m. Free. 
Info. 527-5426. 

ONCE UPON A TIME: Fairy tales and crafts 
offered by two Middlebury College students 
occupy kldsln grades K through 2. Ilsley Public 
Library. Middlebury. 3:30-4:30 p.m.Free. Info. 
388-4097. 

SWANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids and caregiv- 
ers squeeze in quality time over imaginative 
play and snacks. Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 
Swanton. 10-1130 a.m. Free. Info. S27-S426. 
TODDLER TIME Simple crafts meet books. 

Freelpreregister. Info. 878-4918. 

'YOU'RE A GOOD MAN. CHARLIE BROWN’ 

The Little Red-Haired Girl, Snoopy and other 
'Peanuts' favorites po p off the newspaper page 
in this kid-powered offer from Spotted Pup 



355-6641. 


language 

TERTULIA LATINA Latino Americanos and other 


music 

CHRISTIANNE STOTIJN & JULIUS DRAKE: 

A Dutch mezzo-sopranoand collaborative 
pianist team up to interpret compositions by 
Schumann. Mahler and Elsler. Concert Hall 


Mahaney Center for the Arts. Middlebury Col lege. 


School7:30 p.m. Donations accepted. Info. 
862-3910. 

JOHN PENOYAR & FRIENDS The ukulele and 
guitar player delivers tunes wlthTodd Sagar 
and Andrew Albright. Brown Dog Books & Gifts. 
Hlnesburg.7p.rn. Free. Info. 482-5189. 


IY FAMILY CHRISTMAS: Eight sit 


!Y MAZZOLI & VICTOIRE: Stirring together 
-rock, minimalism and romanticism, the 
i-classlcal group offers selections from 


Burlington. 8 p.m. S2S.lnfo P 863-5966. ^ 

NORTHSONG: Anne K, Hamilton directs the 
chamber choir and accompanist Vivian Spates in 


United Church. Barton. 7:30 p.m. SS suggested 
donation. Info. 89S-4942. 


THE MICHELE FAY BAND: An acoustic quartet 

bluegrass. Lincoln Peak Vineyard. New Haven. 
530-7:30 p.m. Free;cash bar: cheese plates 
available. Info. 388-7368. 


THE ROBERT CRAY BAND: The five-time Grammy 



Stowe Mountain Resort 8 p.m.S50. Info. 
760-4634. 

VERMONT PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA & 
CHORUS. Slncel959, the ensemble has present- 
ed Handers ever-popular masterpiece, Messiah. 
St. Augustine’s Catholic Church. Montpel ler. 7:30 
p.m. S5-1S: S32 per family. Info. 476-8188. 
WINTAFEST: Pusha T and Rockie Fresh perform 

Davis Center. UVM, Burlington. 8:3Q P p.m. S15-25. 
Info. 863-5966. 

MOIRA SMILEY & VOCO: Striking vocals and 
harmonies inspired by Appalachia and Eastern 
Europe fill a fo Ik holiday celebration. UVM Recital 


talks 

HAVILAND SMITH: The retired CIA station 
chief opens up about "U.S. Foreign Policy in the 

p.m. S5. Info. 864-3516. ^ 

JEREMY DAVIS:The author Of Lost Ski Areas 
of Southern Vermont looks into the downfall of 
dozens of former ski trails. Historical Itemsfrom 
Northeast Slopes, including the oldest ski tow in 

S10 benefits Northeast Slopes. Info, 439- 5789. 


theater 

MAN OF LA MANCHA’: See THU.01, 8 p.m. 
■WHITE CHRISTMAS’ SeeTHU.01. 7p.m. 

words 

ALLISON H OOPER: The Vermont Butter & 
Cheese Creamery cofounder and author of In 
a Cheesemakefs Kitchen discusses European- 
style artisanal-cheese production in a book 
signing and demonstration. Newport Natural 
Foods and Montgomery's Caffe 4 p.m. Free. Info. 
334-2626. 

READING IN TONGUES. Antonelia Borra. Greg 

Pont share original poetry in Italian Gaelic. 
German and Spanish — as well as the English 
translations. Flynndog, Burlington 7 p.m. Free. 
Info. 656-3S76. 

SPOKEN WORD/MUSIC JAM. Writers speak their 

ute segments of PG-13 prose, poems, stones and 
more. Young Writers Project Champlain Mill 

318-0934. 


COLCHESTER COMMUNITY CHORUS: Anativity 
theme shapes compositions from Bach. Rutter. 
Berlin Althouse and others, Colchester High 


IKS I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

I " * CONNECT 10 M. SEVEN DAYS VT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLEIT CELLPHONE FOR FREE. 
mODIIe l IP-TO-THE-MINU IE IAL FNOAR EVENTS PIUSOTHERNEARBY RESTAURANTS LLUBnATES 
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foca/ spy? 


Taste why our chocolates 
call Vermont home. 



■■ FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS = 


SAT.03 

art 

SATURDAY ART SAMPLER Stationery lovers 
put a personal touch on the holiday season 
by creating their own block -printed Christmas 
cards, gift tags, wrapping paper and more. Davis 
Studio Gallery, Burlington.lOa.m.-noon. $24: 
preregister. Info. 425-2700. 

bazaars 

BURKLYN ARTS HOLIDAY MARKET: For the 

42nd year. thecreationsofVermont artists 
occupy tabletops alongside festive homemade 
foods. Lyndon Town School. Lyndonvllle. 9 a.m.- 
4 p.m. Free. Info. 626-5836. 

INTERNATIONAL BOUTIQUE: Folks peruse 
carpets, handbags, silk scarves, inlaid boxes, 
pashmina shawls and more from Nepal. India. 
Brazil. Egypt. Halil and other far-flung locales. 
Proceeds support Amurtel and Vermont flood 

Free. Info. 496-5500. P 


conferences 

VERMONT COMMUNITY ENERGY & CLIMATE 
ACTION C ONFERENCE C onccrned citizens Join 
energy leaders, municipal officials and regional 
planners to tackle climate change and Identify 
opportunities to reduce energy costs. Lake 

866-860-1382, ext, 203. 

crafts 

SENIOR CRAFT CLASSES Folks ages55 and up 

arranging jewelry making glass painting and 
more - while discussing design concepts and 
color. Shelburne Bay Senior Living Community. 
1:30-3:30 p.m. $10; preregister. Info. 864-0604. 

dance 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL: See 

FRI .02. 7-10 p.m. 

CAPITALCITY CONTRA DANCE: Feet In soft- 


to tunes by the Figments and calling by Nils 
Fredland. Capital City Grange. Montpelier. 8 
S8. Info. 744-6163. 

CLARA'S DR EAM': City Center Bal let puts a f 


vskysc 


v choreography anc 
)n Opera I 


p.m.,4 pm. 7 p.m. $10-12. Info. 60 3-448-0400. 
FALL DANCE CONCERT: See FRI.02. 8 p.m. 

THE NUTCRACKER': Tutu twiriers and dancers 
In rat masks abound In the North Country Ballet 
Ensemble and Lake Placid School of Ballet's clas- 
sic holiday show. Lake Placid Center for the Arts. 


SELF-ADDRESSED': Four separate works - '366 
Forest Road." "36 Gardner Avenue." “6838 
Westhampton Driver and 'address unknowrf 
— created and directed by Paul Besaw explore 
the concept of "home." Contemporary Dance 
& Fitness Studio. Montpelier. 7 p.m. S10. Info. 


education 

SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE: Paentsof preschool- 
through kindergarten-aged kids consider an 
alternative to public ed. International Childrens 
School. South Burlington 10 a.m.-noon, Free: 
preregister. Info. 865-3344. 


WISDOM OFTHE HERBS SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE. 

Folks interested in wild plants, holistic health 



tor Armie McCleary and naturalist George List. 
Tulsl Tea Room. Montpelier, 1-3 p.m. Free. Info. 


456-8122. annieiBwisdomc 


etc. 

LOUISA HOWARD CHAPEL WINTER OPENING 

hallsofthis fully restored high-Gothic Victorian 


Cemetery. Louisa Howard Chapel. Burlington H 
a.m.-3 p.m. Free. Info. 863-2075, 

PETE'S GREENS OPEN HOUSE: The four-season 
organic vegetablefarm unveils Itsnew facility 
with tours every half hour. Snacks and bever- 
ages provided. Petek Greens. Craftsbury. 930 
a.m.-l p.m. Free. Info. 586-2882, ext. 8. 


a hot and spicy chili contest. Green Mountain 
Harley-Davldson Essex Junction. 10 a.m-4 p.m. 
Donations accepted for Burlington Emergency 
Shelter: coat donations accepted. Info. 878- 
4778. info@greenmtnharley.com. 

TOY TRAIN SHOW: Mini-locomotives get on 
track to raise money for the Winooski Dollars 
for Scholars program. Winooski High School. 

10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sl-5: free for kids under 6. Info. 
655-2555. 

WEST AFRICAN JUBA DANCE & DJEMBE DRUM 

CLASSES: Beginning and somewhat-expen- 

ing follows at noon BurllngtonTaiko. SIS for 
djembe class: $12 for dance class. Info. 377-9721. 
chimlebangoura@hotmail.com. 

fairs & festivals 
RIVER OF LIGHT LANTERN PARADE: Burlington^ 
20-member band Sambatucada! lead a proces- 
sion of handmade lanterns through town to 
theannual tree lighting in a display of cultural 
awareness. Main Street Waterbury, 5-6 p.m. 
Free. Info. mmonleyiPwdsdvt.org, 

VERMONT INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL See 


film 

ANIMAL KINDGOM’ Seventeen-year-old J. 
is pulled Into his family's criminal pursuits In 
Austral Ian d Irec tor David MichOtfs I ntense 201 0 
drama. Dana Auditorium. Sunderland Language 
Center, Mlddlebury College. 3 p.m. & 8 p.m. Free 
Info. 443-3168. 

STOWE MOUNTAIN FILM FEST: See WE0.30. 6 


WOODSTOCK FILM FESTIVAL: WINTER SERIES 

A town fights to protect a mountain from a 
major coal -mining operation In Bill Haney's 
2011 documentary The Las I Mountain. Billings 
Farm & Museum. Woodstock. 3 p.m. S4-I0. Info. 


food & drink 

BURLINGTON WINTER FARMERS MARKET 

More than SO local fanners, artisans and pro- 
ducers offer fresh and prepared foods, crafts. 




n.-2p.m. 


CALEDONIA WINTER FARMERS MARKET 

Freshly baked goods, veggies, beef and maple 
syrup feature prominently In displays of 'shop 

CANDY-CANE-MAKING DEMO: See WED .30. 11 


OVERWEIGHT SUBJECTS WANTED 

Arc your medical risks affected by the type of fat your body stores? Healthy overweight 
AND lean people ( 1 8-40 yr) needed for an 8-week NIH study. Participants will receive 
all food for 8 weeks and $2500 upon completion of the study. 

If interested, please contact Dr. C. Lawrence Kien BBrsis m,rn . "ft!? --*fU 
at amwadswo@uvni.edu or 802-656-9093. 


WORLD I /} 

AIDS ^ 

DAY 2011 I 



Zero new HIV Infections. Zero discrimination. Zero , 

World AIDS Day 

is December 1, 2011 

Get Tested! Free ANONYMOUS 

Rapid Testing for HIV 
every Tuesday 

3-6 p.m. 


dtfr Community Health Centers of Burlington 

community 617 Riverside Avenue 

•' For More | nf0 call 864-6309 ext 8670 or 860-4323 


Results in 30 mins. Walk-in 
No appointment needed. 
Oral swab test No needles! 





§ 



2 Church St., 2nd Floor, Burlington 
802-657-3700 


ThePoiah Express" 


v Where L 

e S nds he 

hi. 

Ti e 


PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE GROWING 

Community Supported Acupuncture Movement 


C ommiflltv 


MontpelierCommunityAcupuncture.c 

79 Main St., #8, Montpelier 
802-371-4080 

We have affordable, sliding scale fees which we are able to keep low 
by providing our full length treatments In a relaxing group setting. 

Visit our websites or call today for more information! 


ture 


acu 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 0 
& SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

Departure* dart Saturday at 10:00 am 

- iitAtit: S3 3 atluk* iS f 6 children under 13, Babe* in lap* air FKTC 
All ticket* MUST be altered on hue at *****\'.baittord*1polarexirr**,co 

Visit the wrbsilr for departure times, bookings and event iniomubt 


Celebrate the Magic of Childhood! 


We have tons of items that vt 
fill your holidays with fun. 

Jamie Two Coats 
Toyshop 

Located in the of 
Shelburne Village 
Monday-Saturday 10-6 
Sunday Il-S 
802-985-3221 

10% OFF 

any one item 
with this ad! 


Crocodile Creek 

ScMetch® w 


calendar 


hands at an off-season celebration of locally 
grown food. Gymnasium, Vermont College of 
Fine Arts. Montpeller.10am.-Zp.rn, Free. Info. 
223-2958, manageriS>montpelierfarmersmarket. 

CHAMPLAIN ISLANDS WINTER FARMERS 
MARKET Baked Items, preserves, meats and 
eggs sustain shoppers In search of local goods. 
South Hero Congregational Church.10 a,m.-2 
pm Free. Info, 372-3291. 

MIDDLEBURY WINTER FARMERS MARKET 


Crafts, ct 


1 veggie: 


Te for 


Info. 999-5862. 


CHRISTMAS BASKET AUCTION. A 


= llght- 


7.30p.m. Free. Info. 879-4028 mhamrell® 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR: Shoppers take their pit 


CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM: Families celebrate 
like It's 1899 wltha variety of traditional 
activities, which may include candledipping, 
ornament making, horse-drawn sleigh rides and 
sledding. Billings Farm 8 Museum Woodstock. 
10 a.m.-3:30 pm Regular admission, $3-12: free 
for kids 2 and under. Info. 457-2355. 

CHRISTMAS IN VERMONT: See FRI.02 9a.m. -5 
pm 

CHRISTMAS IN WESTON: Revelers catch a 


.leignrtd 


trough 10' 


spots in shoppers' 

Middlebury.9:30a.m.-1 pm. Free Info. 388- 
0178. mlddleburyfm@yahoo.com. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST & SILENT AUCTION: 
Stacks of flapjacks -gluten-free and nondalr 
options among them - are served with apple 
sauce made by the first grade. Music, auction 

cational experiences. Sustainability Academy at 
Lawrence Barnes School. Burlington, 8:30-8:30 
am. S3-6: SIS per family. Info. 865-0120. 

SOUP FESTIVAL & SILENT AUCTION. Holiday 
shoppers take a break to taste a variety of 
broths In support of Deaf Vermonters Advocacy 
Services. Bethany Church. Montpelie 


COLCHESTER HOLIDAY SHOW: Festive shoppers 
behold crafts, antiques, baked goods and door 
prizes galore. Colchester High School. 9 a.m.-4 
pm : Santa visits 10 am-1 pm S2 admission 
benefits Colchester students : free for ages 15 
and under. Info, 264-570 0. 

CREATIVE WOMEN HOLIDAY SALE: See FRI.02 

EVERY CHRISTMAS STORY EVER TOLD (AND 

Productions take audiences on a madcap romp 
through classic holiday talesand traditions. Big 
Picture Th eater & Cafe Waitsrield. 7:30 pm SK- 
IS. Info. 496 -8 994. 


soupfestl- 

W ARMING FOODS FOR WINTER Light your 
inner fire as the Vermont Center for Integrative 
Herbalism's Betzy Bancroft discusses food as 
medicine. City Market Burlington.10 am-noon. 
Free: preregister. Info. 861-9700. 

holidays 

AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT WINTER 
HOLIDAY FAIR: Window snoppers eye seasonal 
art crafts and baked goods dunrtg the Holiday 
Stroll. Vergennes Union Elementary School, 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Nonperishable food donations 
accepted- Info. 877-3761. 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR: See FRI.0210 

BINGLE JELLS': The Kingdom Dixieland 
8and. Newport Area Community Orchestra. 
Susan-Lynn Johns. Allen Cubitand Michelle 
Streeter present fabulous and frivolous tunes 


CHAMPLAI N ISLANDS HOLIDAY HOP. Visitors 

and more on a winter tour ofthe five Island 
towns. Email lmtherlghtplace@gmall.com for a 
map of activities. Various locations. Champlain 


FAMILY HOLIDAY FAIR. Games, crafts and a play 

kids while the grown-ups check out a huge 
artisan market Lake Champlain Waldorf School 
Shelburne. 10a.m. -3 pm Free. Info. 985-2827. 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS CHRISTMAS TOUR. Catch 
some yuletlde cheer In the 17 rooms of a 19th- 


FESTIVAL OF TREES See FRI.02 10 a.m.-9 pm. 
FESTIVAL OF WREATHS: Food, music and more 
than 100 beautiful green boughs mark the start 


HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: See WED.30. 9:30 

HOLIDAY ARTISANS' BAZAAR. See THU.01, 10 
am,-4p.m. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR & LUNCHEON: Fresh holiday 
silent auction catch shoppers 


n-Zp.m 


:h I" 


son's greetings overlivemusic. gourmet hors 
d oeuvres, wine, a silent auction and a exhibit 
of PhylllsChase's art. Kellogg-Hubbard Library. 
Montpelier, 7p.m. $50. Info. 223-3338. 
HOLIDAY GIFT FAIR: Citizen Santas stock up on 
handmade gifts and decorations. Country Park 
Apartments, South Burlington. 9a.m, -4 pm 
Free. Info. 489-5196. 

HOLIDAY HOP: ARTS. CRAFTS 8 WELLNESS 

FAIR: See FRI.0210 am-S p.m. 

HOLIDAY JUBILEE: See FRI.02 10 a.m.-2 pm. 


CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 8 LUNCHEON: 

Craftspeople arrange fleece goods, quilts, 
aromatic soaps, note cards and other gift op- 


tive atmosphere to *A Child's Delight' an exhibit 
of antique toys, vintage train sets, games and 
decorations In thehlstoric Judd-Harris House. 
Henry Sheldon Museum of Vermont History. 
Middlebury.10 am-4p.ni. Donations accepted. 


I KS I BR0WS E LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 
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^ FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER h '7DAYSCALENDAR = 


HOUDAY STROLL: A full day of early celebra- 

Champlaln Brass Quintet a visit with Santa 
and acommunlty tree lighting. Visltaddlson- 
county.com for full schedule. Various locations. 
Vergennes, 7:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Free. I nfo. 3 88-7951. 
exLI. 

HOME FOR THE HOUOAYS: Visitors tour nine 
Dvil War-era dwellings and landmarks on foot 
or by horse d rawn wagon starting at Silver Lake 
Chapel. Various locations, Barnard, noon-4 p.m 
S8; SIS per family. Info. 234-S227 



THE NORTH POLE EXPRESS All aboard! Families 

cocoa, cookies and caroling provided: pajamas 
encouraged. The Freighthouse. Lyndonvllle. 

626-1174. 

WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET: See 

WED. 30. noon-8 p.m. 


kids 


BERKSHIRE TUMBLE TIME: Provided snacks fuel 
exercise for tots. Gym. Berkshire Elementary 


BILL KOCH YOUTH LEAGUE REGISTRATION 

DAY Recreational and competitive youth skiers 
sign on for this Northeast Kingdo m Nordic Club 
program. Burke Mountain Academy. 1-3 p.m. S35 
per child. Info. 626-9460 or 626-0737. 


BRAIN SCIENCE DISCOVERY D / 


thehuman mind participate In anatomy demos, 
a mini brain bee and more. Middlebury College, 

9 a,m.-2 p.m. Free; space Is limited: preregister. 
Info. 388-2720. vermontbralnbee@gmall.com. 

CREATIVE WORKSHOP FOR CHILDREN: Kid craft- 


Mynck. Chandler Gallery. Randolph. 1-3 p.m. 
Donations accepted. InTo. 431-0204. 

FAIRFAX TUMBLE TIME: Tots burn off so me en- 
ergy in an open gym. Special play area for Infants 
provided. Bellows Free Academy. Fairfax. 10-11:30 
a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 


GOODNIGHT MOON' & THE RUNAWAY BUNNY" : 



bedtime staples. Moore Theater, Hopkins Center. 
Dartmouth College. Hanover. N.H„ 3 p,m, S10-23. 
Info. 603-646-2422. 


NORTH HERO TUMBLE TIME: Free-play sta- 
tions aro und the gy m keep youngsters - and 


choot 10-11 am. Free. Info. 


SANTA COMES TO LYNDOM Holiday crafts at the 
Cobleigh Public Library from 10 a,m, to 2 p.m. 
sandwich the arrival of the manlnred —and his 
elves - at the Oarling Inn at noon. Varlousloca- 

SATURDAY FAMILY DROP-INS: Young artists or 
all ages gaze at the current exhibition and make 
and take home a special piece of art. Parents 
must accompany their children. BCA Center, 
Burlington 10 a.m.-noon Free. Info. 86S-7166. 
TRAVELING STORYTELLER: A roaming raconteur 


spirit- Snacks provided. Ainsworth PuW^Ubrary. 

YOU'RE A GOOD MAN. CHARLIE BROWN': See 

FRI.02.2p.rn, &7p,m. 


music 

A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS' WITH DAVID 
BENOIT: The Stowe Elementary School Chorus 
joins In as the Grammy-nomlnated pianist and 
his quartet revisit Vince Guaraldi’s holiday songs 

Center. Stowe Mountain Resort 8 p.m. SASJnfo. 
760-4634. 


A GREEN MOUNTAIN COLLEGE CHRISTMAS' 

James Cassarlno directs guest musicians and 
the Green Mountain College choirs and brass 
band In early American anthems and holiday 


BELLA VOCE WOMEN'S CHORUS OF VERMONT & 
CANTIAMO: Christmas Flourish'' features tradi- 
tional carols and festive arrangements. Including 
Charles Callahan's Alleluia and Franz Blebl'sAve 
Maria. First Baptist Church. Burlington. 8 p.m. 

■BROADWAY HOUDAY*: Heartwarming tunes 
from the Great White Way grace the local stage 
thanks to Saint Michael's Playhouse stars Bill 
Carmichael, Kathryn Markey, Lucy Sorensen and 
Craig Wells. McCarthy Arts Center. St. Mlchaers 
College. Colchester. 7:30 p.m, S27.50. Info. 
6S4-2281. 

FULL CIRCLE: Five females play medieval, renais- 
sance. Celtic, folk and holiday arrangements 

dulcimer and more. Phoenix Books. Essex 5-7 
p.m. Free, Info. 872-7111. 

MONTPELIER COMMUNITY GOSPEL CHOIR 

forms a winter concert. Ym Not Tired Yell* North 
Congregational Church St. Johnsbury. 7 p.m. 
Donations accepted. Info. 778-0B81. 

pianist finds the place where jazz and hip-hop 
Intersect, FlynnSpace. Burlington. 8 p.m. S21-2S. 
Info. 863-5966. 

SOUND INVESTMENT JAZZ ENSEMBLE: 

Students with big sound get the community 
hopping around with contemporary jazz. Concert 
Hall. Mahaney Center for the Arts. Middlebury 
College, 8 p.m. Free. Info, 443-6433. 

THE GRIFT ACOUSTIC DUO: ClIntBlerman and 
Peter Day forge beautiful harmonies after an 
liourlong open mic. Rlpton Community House, 
730 p.m. S3- 9. Info. 388-9782. 

THE SMITTENS WITH MISSY BLY & 0 J DISCO 
PHANTOM: Burlington's bubblegum Indie-pop 
outfit plays tracks from Its upcoming full- length 
album Believe Me. BCA Center. Burlington. B-ll 
p.m. $7; free for BCA members: cash bar. Info. 
865-53SS. 

VERMONT CHORAL UNION: Now Make We Joy* 
features music forChrlstmasand Advent span- 
ning five centuries. SL Luke's Church St. Albans. 
7 p.m. $5-15: free for kids under 12: $40 per fam- 
ily. Info. 864-4934. 

VERMONT FIDDLE ORCHESTRA HOLIDAY 
CONCERT Guestsololst Beth Telford and the 
Sap Run Fiddlers compare notes. Cape Breton 

perform. Chapel. College Hall. Vermont College of 
Fine Arts. Montpelier. 7 p.m. S12-1S: freefor ages 
12and under. Info. 877-343-3531. info@vtfid- 

VERMONT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
MASTERWORKS SERIES: VIollnIstKathenne 
Winters teln Is featured In a concert of powerful 
works. Including Beethoven's Corlolan Overture 
Prokofiev's Violin Concerto no. 2 and Schumann's 
Symphony no. 2. Flynn MainStage, Burlington. 8 


outdoors 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN BIRDING Explorers seek 


Montpelier. 8 a.m.- 
229-6206. 



■4:30 p.m. $20-25. Info. 


WALK IN THE WOODS: Folks ramble through a 
Christmas-tree farm with Chittenden County for- 
ester Keith Thompson, learning about sugaring 
operations and farm and forest management. 
Purinton Family Tree Farm. Huntington. 9 a.m.- 
noon. Free.lnfo. 747-7900. 


seminars 

FINAL CUT PRO OPEN LAB. Beginning inter 


three tracks of exercises as a VCAM staff 


member lends a hand. Preregister. VCAM Studio. 
Burllngton.2-4 p.m. Free. Info. 651-9692. 
INTERMEDIATE MICROSOFT WORD: Students 
getsavvy about the word processor by learning 
about advanced features and customization. 
Fletcher Free Ubraiy. Burlington. 10-11:30 a.m. S3 
suggested donation: preregister. Info. 865-7217. 
VCAM ACCESS ORIENTATION: Video-production 

procedures. VCAM Studio, Burlington. 11 a.m.-l 
p.m. Free. Info. 651-9692. 


XTREME FUEL TREATMENT SEMINAR & GRAND 
OPENING Eco-friendly folks learn about 





theater 

AUDITIONS FOR ANNIE, THE MUSICAL': The 

Middlebury Community Players seek adult actors 
for this classic story about a spunky Depress lon- 

Mlddlebury. 2 pm. Free Info, 488-0516. 

MAN OF LA MANCHA': See THU.01. 8 p.m. 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 
CATAMOUNT ARTS: Rente Fleming stars In 
a broadcast screening of Handefs Rodeflnda. 
Catamount Arts Center, St. Johnsbury,12:30 
p.m. S16-23. Info. 748-2600. 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 
PALACE 9: See above listing Palace Cinema 
9 South Burllngton,12:30 p.m. $18-24. Info. 
660-9300. 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 
SPAULDING AUDITORIUM: See above list- 
ing Spaulding Auditorium, Hopkins Center, 

SI 0-29.50. Info. 603-646-2422. 

THETOYS TAKE OVER CHRISTMAS’: This peren- 
nial show by UVM Theatre makes adults and 
children alike believe In Santa Claus. Royall Tyler 
Theatre. UVM Burlington. 10 am.. 2 p.m, 6 p.m, 
$7-18. Info. 656-2094. 

WHITE CHRISTMAS': See THU.01. 7 p.m. 

words 

BERNICE KELMAN: The local authorof Bending 
Reality: The Book: Conversations With An 
fnterdimensional Teacher asks listeners to 
consider which spiritual entitles they would seek 
out. Spirit Dancer Books& Gifts, Burlington. 1:30- 


MEGAN PRICE: The authorof Vermont Wild: 



watching. Bear Pond Books. Montpeller.il a.m,-l 
p.m. Free. Info. 229-0774, 



:amp/cottage 


•rL, Dec. 16 & 11AM • Register from 10AM 
63 Causeway Rd., Colchester, VT 
Open House Thursday, Dec. 1 ■ 2 4 PM 
! BR. 1 BA nicely remodeled camp/cottage 
in leased land Near the lake with easy 
iccess to the bike trail Property features 
in open Boor plan, fireplace and deck 


OffRo 


A LEAHY FAMILY 
CHRISTMAS 


(^Lonelier ! 


J^ The University oj Vermont 


Change and Resilience 
in Vermont Food Systems 


Thursday, December 8, 7:30PM 
Billings North Lounge, UVM 

Free & Open to the Public- 
Info: 656-1317 



calendar 


SUN. 04 

bazaars 

BURKLYN ARTS HOLIDAY MARKET: See SAT. 03. 


INTERNATIONAL BOUTIOUE: See SAT.03.10 
am-6 p.m. 

dance 

CONTACT IMPROVISATION A MOVEMENT 
EXPLORATION JAM Attendees practice spur 

Montpeller.Toa.m.-noon. S5. Info. 778-0300 or 
318-3927. 

GENTLE, SAFE & SUBTLE MOVEMENT CLASS 

Contact improvisation, partner yoga and expe- 

body language with Abbl Jaffe, Contemporary 

p.m. SIS: preregister. Info. 3183 927. abbi .jaffe# 
gmail.com. 

ISRAELI FOLK OANCING: Movers bring clean, 
soft-soled shoes and learn traditional circle or 
line dances. Partners notrequlred. Ohavi Zedek 
Synagogue. Burllngton.7:2S-9:30 p.m. S2: free 
to first-timers. Info. 888-S706. portico@stowevL 

THE NUTCRACKER 1 : SeeSAT.03.1 p.m. 

fairs & festivals 

VERMONT INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL See 

film 

ST. OLAF CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL LIVE" A video 
retrospective of this 100-year-old holiday musi- 
cal celebration precedes a two-hour live concert 
featuring more than SOO student musicians. 
Palace Cinema 9 South Burlington. 3:30 p.m. 
S16-20. Info. 660-9300. 

food & drink 

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST: The Ladles Auxiliary 
sponsors a gathering for thatall- Important first 
meal of the day. VFW PosL Essex Junction, 9-11 
| am $3-7. Info. 878-0700. 

> health & fitness 

< OPEN MEDITATION CLASSES. Harness your 
§ emotions and cultivate inner peace through the 

> Tibetan Buddhist tradition. Laughing River Yoga. 
Si Burlington. 1-3 p.m. $5-15 suggested donation. 

Info. 684-0452. vermontrskSgmall.com. 

holidays 

i= CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM: See SAT.03. 10 a.m.- 

2 FESTIVAL OFTREES: See FRI.02. 10 a.m.-5 pm 

g HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: See WE0.30. 9:30 
= a.m.-9p.m. 

HOLIDAY ARTISANS' BAZAAR: SeeTHU.01.10 


s HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE: See SAT.03. noon-4 p.m. 

o SIGHTS & SOUNDS OF A VICTORIAN 

S CHRISTMAS: Architecture buffs peek into old 
w homesaround thevillage.pauslngforanorgan 
recital and art show. Amin A. Brown Library. 
Rlchford. 1-4 p.m. S9-10. Info. 84B-3313. 

THE NORTH POLE EXPRESS: See SAT.03, noon. 2 


WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET: See 

WED .30. 10 a.m.-3 pm 


kids 

BOOK FAIR: Crafting tables, story times, music 
and more support the Milton Family Community 
Center. Barnes & Noble. South Burlington 9 
a.m.-9 p.m. Free: partial proceeds from store 
purchases benefit the center (code needed) . 

CHILDREN'S BOOK FAIR: Literary offerings 
including Jewish books for tod dlers. preschool- 
ers and school-age children. Abake sale supplies 
tasty homemade Kosher treats. Gan Yeladim 
PreschooL Burlington, noon-2 p.m. Free. Info. 
B59-9317. 

HARRIS BURDICK - WRITING CONTEST AWARD 
RECEPTION: Young writerssubmitted their own 
stories to accompany Chris Van Allsburgs in- 
triguing Illustrations in The Chronicles of Harris 
Burdick. Winners in two categories are chosen. 
Vermont Book Shop. Mlddlebury. 4 p.m Free. 

Info. 388-4097. 

YOU'RE A GOOD MAN. CHARLIE BROWN': See 


language 

DIM ANCHES Novice and fluent French speak- 
ers brush up on thei r I Ingulstlcs — en franfais. 
Fletcher Free Library. Burlington, 4-5:30 p.m. 
Free. Info. 864-5088. 

music 

BELLA VOCE WOMENS CHORUS OF VERMONT & 
CANTIAMO: See SAT.03. 3 p.m. 

BROADWAY DIRECT': Big-stage veteran Bill 
Carmichael headlines a night of classic holiday 
tunesalongslde Lucy Sorensen. Kathryn Markey 
and Craig Wells. Scott Nicholas provides piano 
accompaniment Vergennes Opera House. 4 
p.m. $20-25: free for ages 12and under. Into. 
877-6737. 

HANDELS MESSIAH': Soloists Marybeth 
McCaffrey. Amy Frostman. Cameron Stelnmetz 
and Richard Mazzaferro accompany the Rutland 
Area Chorus in this Baroque-era holiday mas- 
terpiece. Grace Congregational Church Rutland. 
3:30 p.m. &7p.m. Donations. Info. 775-4301. 

MU 258 PRESENTATION RECITAL: Students 
from UVM’s Advanced Jazz Composition and 
Arranging Class debut original works. UVM 
Recital Hall. Burlington. 7:30-9 pm Free. Info. 
656-7776. 

MESSIAH - SING -ALONG Carl Recchla conducts 


gested donation: S10 suggested donation per 
family. Info. 9BS-S617. 

MONTPELIER COMMUNITY GOSPEL CHOIR. See 

SAT.03. Bethany Church Montpelier. 4 p.m. 
NORTHSONG: See FRI.02, United Church Of 

ORCHESTRA PALOOZA: All VYOA orchestras and 
choruses come together I n a musical blowout. 
Flynn MainStage, Burlington4 pm S5-15. Info. 
863-5966. 

OTTER CREEK CHORAL SOCIETY. Wayne Hobbs 


VERMONT CHORAL UNION: See SAT.03, Recital 
Hall. McCarthy Arts Center. St, Mlchaefs Col lege. 
Colchester. 3 p.m. 

VERMONT PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA & 

CHORUS: See FRI.02. Barre Opera House. 
■WINTER'S WARM MUSIC: Choral selections from 

spiritual perspectives. Fleming Museum. UVM. 
Burlington. 3-430 p.m. $3-5: $10perfamlly:free 
for kids under 7. museum members. UVM faculty 


71-5162. ext. 5433. 


es devoted to 16mm film 


7p.ir 


Wish Foundation. Rf Ra Irish Pub. Burl ington, 
9:30-11 am. $25-30 Includes Santa suit to keep 
and breakfast. Info. 485-3921, leslle davlsstone® 

WOMEN'S PICKUP SOCCER. Ladies of all ages 


THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 
CATAMOUNT ARTS: See SAT.03. 12:30 p.m. 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 
SPAULDING AUDITORIUM: See SAT.03. 1230 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: TOWN 
HALL THEATER: See SAT.03. Town Hal I Theater. 
Mlddlebury. 1 p.m. $24. Info. 382-9222. 

'THE TOYS TAKE OVER CHRISTMAS': See SAT.03. 

'WHITE CHRISTMAS': See THU.01.2 pm. 


JANE AUSTEN IN VERMONT: BIRTHDAY TEA 

& LECTURE: Austen addicts raise their pinkies 
as guest UVM lecturer Rebecca McLaughlin 


jasnaverm ont@gmall.com. 

JIM STAPLETON & DIANA BIGELOW The 


3 enlighten wi 
It's Too Late.- Howe Library 
fee. Into. 603-643-4120. 


health & fitness 

AURA -CLEARING CLINIC: Call to reserve an 
energy-healing session and Investigation of the 
state ofyour field of radiation. Sessions start 
every 15 minutes. Golden Sun Healing Center. 

GENTLE GRATITUDE YOGA: Easy lying Sluing 
and standing poses improve balance coordina- 
tion and flexibility, and encourage an apprecia- 
tion for life. Unity Church of Vermont Essex 
Junction 10-11:30 a m SS suggested donation: 
bring a yoga mat. Into. 881-5210. 

GENTLE YOGA FOR EVERYONE: Yogis ages 55 
and up participate In a mostly seated pro- 
gram presented by Champlain Valley Agency 
on Agings Neighbor-to-Nelghbor AmeriCorps 
program. McAuley Square Senior Housing, 
Burlington 10:30-11:30 a.m. Free, Info. 
865-0360, 


Herbalism. City Market Burl ington, 4-7 p.m. Free: 
preregister. Info. 861-9700. 

ZUMBA GOLD: Invigorating Latin music fosters 


Burlington 5:15-6 pm Free. Info. 658-3585. 

holidays 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: See WE0.30. 930 


WINTER HOLIDAY PARTY Li 


453-5060. 

WOMEN S POETRY GROUP: Writers give a 
receive feedback on their poetic expresslo 


MON. 05 


Isle La Motte Elementary SchooL10-ll:30 am 
Free. Info. 527-5426. 

LETS LEARN JAPANESE!: See WE0.30. 4:30 p.m 
MONDAY MALL MAGIC: Adam Wilber's sleight 


business 

CHITTENDEN COUNTY NPO LEGISLATIVE 
BREAKFAST: Vermont nonprofits discuss ho 


WEST COAST SWING DANCE CLASS: Dancers or 
ill ability levels twirl to the blues and a variety 
veekly lessons. Town Hall 
ry, 6:30-7:30 p.m. $15. Info. 




388-1436.kc 

environment 

BUTTON UP VERMONT: Home and small- 
business owners learn to lock in heat and lower 
fuel costs through simple home improvements. 


MUSIC & MOVEMENT WITH MAY: Caregivers 
and their charges lace up their dancing shoes 
for afun and educational session with May 
Poduschnik. Ilsley Public Library, Mlddlebury. 
1030-11:15 a.m. Free. Info. 388-4097. 

MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: Preschoolers up to age 
5 bust outsong and dance moves to traditional 

Library. Wllliston, 10-45 am Free. Info, 878-4918. 
STORIES WITH MEGAN: Preschoolers ages 2 to 
5 expand their Imaginations through storytell- 
ing songs and rhymes. Fletcher Free Library. 

SWANTON PLAYGROUP Kids and caregivers 

Swanton. 9:30-n am Free. Into. 527-5426 
•WE THE PEOPLE: America's founding fathers 
- the original 'boy band" - trade their powdered 



■■ LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 


plucky show by Theatreworks 
to 8. Lebanon Opera House. N 
Info. 603-448-0400. 


music 

CHAMBER ENSEMBLES CONCERT Trios, quar- 

Hall. Burlington, 7:30-9 pm Free. Info. 656-7776. 
MUSICIAN JAM. Singers arid instrumental- 
ists mingle at a casual recording session. The 
tunes may be edited and shortened for TV or 

stephpappas.com. 

OPUS23 - : Professional musicians perform ongi- 

Connectlcut schools. Filey -Long Music Center. 

SL Michael’s College. Colchester. 6:30-8 p.m. 
Donations accepted. Info. 879-0065, 

RECORDER-PLAYING GROUP Musicians pro- 

info. 658-0030, info@prMtomusic.neL 
THE CHAMPLAIN ECHOES New singers are 
invited to chime In on four-part harmonies with 
a women's a cappella chorus at weekly open re- 
hearsals. Pines Senior Living Community. South 
Burlington 6:15-9:15 p.m. Free. Info. 658-0398. 

seminars 

SPEND SMART: Vermonters learn savvy 
skills for stretching bucks and managing 
money. Champlain Valley Office of Economic 
Opportunity. Burlington. 10 a.m.-noon. Free. Info. 
860-1414, ext. 104, 


TUE.06 

bazaars 

INTERNATIONAL BOUTIQUE: See SAT.03. 10 


business 

AWAKENING 2012: MINDFULNESS-BASED 
BUSINESS-VISIONING WORKSHOP & 
NETWORKING EVENT See WED.30, 19 Church 
SL. Studio 8. Burlington. 5:45-8:30 p.m. 


PREPARING FOR EXPORT SUCCESS. Food an 


by hearing from industry experts and partici- 
pating in interactive discussions. Capitol Plaza 
Hotel & Conference Center. Montpelier, 8:30 
a.m.-S p.m. S2S: preregister. Info. 828-3360. 


dance 

THE ROYAL BALLETS THE SLEEPING BEAUTY": 

The leading English ballet company captures 

broadcast production. Catamount Arts Center. 
St. Johnsbury. 7p.m. 56-15. Info. 748-2600. 

environment 

BUTTON UP VERMONT: See M0N.05. VSECU, 
Montpelier. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 371-5162. 
exL 5433. Cabot Public Library. 6:30-8:30 pm 


etc. 

COMMUNITY BIKE SHOP NIGHT: See THU.01. 
6-8 p.m. 


sport 

COED OODGEBALL: Players break a sweat chuck- 
ing and sidestepping foam balls at this friendly 
pickup competition. Arrive early to form teams. 
Orchard School, South Burlington. 7-8 p.m. S5. 
Info. 598-8539. 

talks 

LOUIS J. SALOME: In a foreign-policy lecture 
series, the journalist and author gives the scoop 
on "Violence. Veils and Bloodlines: Reporting 
From War Zones.' Faith United Methodist 
Church, South Burlington. 2 p.m. SS. Info, 
864-3516. 


theater 

NATIONAL THEATRE OF LONOON LIVE: 
CATAMOUNT ARTS: SeeTHU.01.7p.m. 


craft 


■rough 'hi 


ssignmt 


•Ing.llsley Public Ubraiy. 
Middlebury, 10 a.m.-noon. Free. Info. 388-2926. 

SHARED MOMENTS OPEN MIC:Green Candle 
Theatre Company’s Recille Hamrell organizes an 
evening of spontaneously told true tales about 
pivotal life events. Unitarian Church Burlington. 


EXTEMPO: LIVE ORIGINAL STORYTELLING: 

Amateur raconteurs deliver polished, 5-to-7.S- 
minute-long true stories at an open-mic 
evening sans note cards. The ClneClub. Savoy 
Theater. Montpelier. 8 p.m. Free to partici- 
pants (sign up In advance): S5 otherwise. Info, 
229-0598. 


film 

CHICAGO THE BAND PRESENTS: AN EVENING 
OFHOLIDAY MUSIC AND GREATEST HITS":The 

cast of songs off thar new holiday album and 
behind-the-scenes footage. Palace Cinema9, 
South Burlington. 7 p.m. S12.S0. Info. 660-9300. 
"HOLIDAY INN" TheCatamount Community 
Film Series brings old Hoi lywood favontes back 
to the big screen. Catamount Arts Center. St. 
Johnsbury. 1:30 pm. Free. Info. 748-2600. 

health & fitness 

CHAIR YOGA & TAI CHI: Slow, gentle movements 

aid stress reduction balance and flexibility. 

RELAX A DE- STRESS WITH MASSAGE 

Attendees give and receive seated shoulder 
massages In an informational workshop with 
Greenheart Massage's Sarah Shapiro. Hunger 
Mountain Co-op. Montpelier. 5-6:30 pm. S5-7: 
preregister. Info. 223-8004. ext. 202 Info® 
hungermountam.com. 

ates increase chi, or energy flow. In a four-week 
cycle, Unity Church of Vermont Essex Junction. 
6:30-7:30 p.m. SS suggested donation. Info. 
881-5210. 

WOMEN A GIRLS ZUMBA CLASS: Fast-paced 
rhythms fuel a Latin- inspired dance-fitness 

holidays 

HELPING HANOS GIFT WRAP: See WE0.30. 9 JO 


kids 

CHILD REN'S BOOK FAIR: See SUN.04. 9-10 a.m. 



..Don't forget the 
dancers in your life 
this holiday season! 


Dance & Fitness Apparel 


Greal Holiday Gifts? 

TEACHERS • GRANDPARENTS • FRIENDS • CO-WORKERS 
V instruction always available 

e a d'C r a Z /sz 

Ok 


Warm Wishes 
For A Joyful 
Holiday! 


Come in to get the latest styles of dance shoes and apparel 
for all types of dance, yoga and gymnastics, in all sizes 
from toddlers to adults! 

Gift certificates available too! 

Lines For The Body 

2035 Essex Rd. (RT 2A North), Willlston, VT 05495 . 802.878.8988 
www.linesforthebody.com 


ICjJinter^s 

<narm jviueic 

Sunday, December 4 at 3:00 pm 

A celebration of yuletide music presented by 
the students of the University Concert 
Choir and Catamount Singers in the 
Fleming Museum’s Marble Court. 


Free Admission university PM FLEMING 

wwwJlemingmuseum.org/ 802.656.2090 -f VERMONT KB M U S E U M 






Friday. December 2nd -9PM 

HOTHEOH 


10% OFF FOOB 
WITH THIS AH! 

RflMEH BOWLS 3-6 pm Daily 


ENSEMBLE 

Saturday, DecemberlOth • 9PM 

HIGHTTRAIN 


1190 Mountain Rd Stowe • (802) 253-6245 • www.rustynailbar.com 





tome see our new 
collection of 
craft beers from 

Vermont & around 

the world. 

Best Apr^s Ski 
deal in town: 

2 slices & a beer* 

$6.50 *PBR 

2 slices & a soda 

$5.50 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
LUNCH & DINNER 
1899 MOUNTAIN ROAD. STOWE 
PIECASSO.COM 253.4411 


PIZZERIA & LOUNGE 



UQ3 





With more than 60 styles and 
colors to choose from, you’re sure to 
find something to please! 


Shaw’s General Store 

Open DaUy 

54 Main Street Stowe, VT 
802-253-4040 

"Helping Vermonters 
surive in style since 1895 " 



Meet Jamie Dragon of Lush Salon and 
Roselle Abramowitz of Roselle Artwei 


Clothing 


Holiday Open House 

Salon and Boutique Opening 


20% OFF STOREWIDE 
Light Hors D’Oeuvres 
Friday, December 2 , 4 - 8 pm 








C S/eepet , c 7/ouie C/a/leuy 
Exceptional 



Gifts 


299 Mountain Rd. Stowe 253-6945 www.sleeperhouse.com | 







calendar 


CREATIVE TUESDAYS. Artists engage their 
Imaginations with recycled crafts. Kids underlO 
mustbe accompanied by an adult Fletcher Free 
Library. Burlington 3-S p.m. Free. I nfo. 86S-72I6. 
FAIRFAX STORY HOUR. Good listeners are 
rewarded with folklore fairy tales, crafts and 

a.m. Free. Info. 527-5246. 

GRAND ISLE PAJAMA STORY TME: Listeners 
show up with blankets for bedtime tales, Grand 
Isle Free Library. 6:30-730 p.m. Free. Infb. 
527-5426. 


plants, fruits and (lowers before art activities, 
games and an optional walk. Tulsi Tea Room, 
Montpelier. 10-H:30a.m.Free. Info. 223-0043. 
MUSIC WITH ROBERT Musldovers of all ages 
engage in slng-alongs. Fletcher Free Library. 
Burlingtonll-ll:30 am.Free.Info. 865-7216. 
PRESCHOOL STORY HOUR: Stories, rhymes 
and songs help children become strong read- 
ers. Sarah Partridge Community Library. East 
Mrddlebury, 10:30-11 a.m. Free. Info. 388-4097. 
SCIENCES. STORIES: WINTER TREES Kids have 
ana.' moments regarding evergreens. ECHO Lake 

for Lake Champlain Burlington 11 a.m. Regular 
- sage52an( ) 




77-324-6386. 


SOUTH HERO PLAYGROUP Free play, crafting 
and snacks entertain children and their grown-up 
companions. South Hero Congregational Church 
10-11 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426 
ST. ALBANS PLAYGROUP: Creative activltlesand 
storytell! ng engage the mind. St Luke's Church. 
St. Albans. 9:30-11 a.m. Free Info. 527-5426. 
STORY HOUR: Picture books and crafts catch 
the attention of 3- to S-year-olds. Dorothy Ailing 
Memorial Library. Wllllston. 11 a.m. Free, Info, 
878-4918. 

STORY TIME FOR TOTS: Three- to S-year-olds 
savor stories, songs. crafts and ^company. 

TODDLER STORY TIME: Tots 3 and under discover 
the wonder of words. Carpenler-Carse Library. 
Hlnesburg 9:30-1 0 a.m . Free. I nfo. 4 82- 2878 , 


Is. Levity Cafe Burlington. 6:30 


music 

AFRICAN MUSIC& DANCE ENSEMBLE Students 
in visiting assistant professor of music Damascus 
Kafumbe'sdass offer a lively end-of-semes ter 

and dance. Ugandan performer Klnobe Joins 
Middlebury College. 8 p.m. Free. Info. 443-3168. 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CHORUS: Men Who like to sing 
learn four-part harmonies at an open meeting of 
this all -guy barbershop group. St, Francis Xavier 
School, Winooski 7-9p.m. Free. Info. 879-3105. 
JIM BRICKMANS A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION': 
Old and new holiday hits and popular piano 

special guests. Flynn MainStage, Burlington. 7:30 
p.m. $28.75-70.50. Info. 863-5966. 

LATIN JAZZ ENSEMBLE & UVM JAZZ NONET 
Two music groups compare notes In a concert of 
diverse works. Room 301. Southwlck Hall. UVM, 
Burl Ington. 7:30-9 pm. Free. I nfo. 656-7776. 
"MESSIAH’ SING- ALONG: Citizen vocalists bring 



Nelweem. College Street CongregatlonalChurch. 
Bu d Ington. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 878-5919. 
UNIVERSITY CATAMOUNT SINGERS The en- 
semble vocalizes winter-themed choral works. SL 
Paul’s Cathedral. Burlington, 12:15-1:30 p.m. Free 


VIOLIN CONCERT: Advanced students ofCarolyr 

bow. JCPenney Court University Mall. South 
Burlington. 6:30-7:30 pm. Free, Info. 863-1066 


theater 

ITS A WONDERFUL LIFE’: Five capable actorsand 
a busy sound -effects wlz bring Frank Caprds clas- 
sic holiday story to life as a radio broadcast per- 
formed in front of a live audience. Montpelier City 

under 1 1 with paying ad ult: Infants and todd lers 


WED. 07 

activism 

VERMONT LIBERTARIAN PARTY CAUCUS: Voters 

participated in another caucus thisyear convene. 
32 Pine Crest Or. Essex. 7-B p.m. Free I nfo. 
310-9537. 

baxaars 

INTERNATIONAL BOUTIQUE SeeSAT.03. 10 


business 

LANDING A CAREER IN VERMONT: CAREER- 
SEEKING STRATEGIES FOR YOUNG 
PROFESSIONALS: Human-resources profes- 
sionals from Green Mountain Coffee, Logic 
Supply. MyWebGrocer and Sphenon lead a pan 

Auditorium. Champlain College, Burlington. 5:3 


comedy 

IMPROV NIGHT: See WE0.30. 8-10 pm. 


seminars 

8 ASIC INTRODUCTION TO CAMERA USE: Budding 

using public access video cameras. 294 North 
Winooski Ave. Burlington. 10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 
862-3966, ext. 16. morourke@cctv.org. 

SPEND SMART See MON.05. 6-8 pm. 


dance 

TAKING FLIGHT: Up-and-coming choreogra- 

Tiffany Rhynard. Dance Theatre. Mahaney Center 
for the Arts. Middlebury. 4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
443-3168. 


talks 

CHANGE HAPPENS’ Guest speakers Shap 

Keeney, Joyce Judy and Harper Gay address 
poverty in Lamoille County, Tammy Fletcher 
and Jon Gallmor provide musical entertain- 
ment: Lawrence Earle reads poetry. Johnson 
Elementary School. 6-8:30 p.m. Monetary or food 
donations accepted. Info. 888-4258. 

VALERIE ROHY: In "Evolution. Etiology and What’s 
Wrong With ‘Born Gay," the professor of English 
analyzes antigay and ostensibly pro-gay argu- 
ments to explore the vocabulary or evolutionary 
theory, Memorial Lounge Waterman Building. 
UVM. Burlington. 5 p.m. Free. Info. 656-3166. 


environment 

BUTTON UP VERMONT: See M0N.05. Dorothy 
Ailing Memorial Ubrary. Willlston 630-830 p.m. 

etc. 

CHITTENDEN COUNTY PHILATELIC CLUB; Stamp 
collectors of all levels of Interest and experience 
swap sticky squares and stories about them. G E 
Healthcare Building South Burl Ington. 6:15 p.m. 
Free. Info. 660-4817, laineyrapp@yahooxom. 

film 

HOLIDAY INN- See TUE.067 pm. 


food & drink 

CANDY-CANE-MAKING DEMO: SeeWED.30.11 


health & fitness 

SERENITY YOGA: SeeWE0.30.6-7p.m. 

TAI CHI/QIGONG CLASS: See WED30. 2 p.m. 

holidays 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP See WED, 30. 930 
HOLIDAY BOOK SALE; Secondhand tomes make 
Library. 4-8 p.m. Free. Info. 773-1860. 

WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET: See 

Acids 

ENOSBURGH PLAYGROUP See WED.30, 9-11 a.m. 
FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: See WE0.30. 10-11:30 


HIGH GATE STORY HOUR: See WED.30. 11:15a.m. 
12:15 pm. 

LETS LEARN JAPANESE!: See WED.30. 4:30 p.m. 

MIDDLEBURY BABIES & TODDLERS STORY 

HOUR: See WED, 30, 10:30-11:15 a.m. 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: See 


PAJAMA STORY TIME: Kids up to age 6 wear their 
jammies for evening tales. Arvin A. Brown Library 
Richford. 6-7 p.m. Free. Inlb. 527-5426. 

STORY TIME WITH MRS. CLAUS: Cookies and 
milk enhance Christmas tales read by Santa's 
Jolly wife. Kids and parents encouraged to come 
wearing pajamas. JCPenney Court. University 
Malt South Burlington. 6:30-7pjn.Free. Info. 

863- 1066 exLll. 


music 

CHERISH THE LADIES: Traditional Irish 
harmonlesare set to step dancing In "A Celtic 
Christmas." Flynn MainStage, Burlington, 7:30 
p.m. SIS- 42. Info. 863-5966. 

JSC MUSIC ENSEMBLES: Various student groups 
end the semester with a healthy dose of funk, 
fusion. Jazz. Afro-Cuban and percussion, Dlbden 
Center for the Arts. Johnson State College. 7 p.m 
Free Info. 635-1476. 

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE. University musicians 
keep the beat. Room 301. Soulhwick Hal I, UVM. 
Burlington 7:30-9 p.m. Free. Info, 656-7776. 
STUDENT RECITAL: Students of pianist and harp 
slchord 1st Cynthia Huard offer key works by Ravel. 
Rachmaninoff Barber and Debussy. Mahaney 
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GREAT 
GIFT IDEAS! 

Recycled wool Hots, 
Mittens and Bogs 


Hand blown glass Jesters 
& other inspired forms by Janet Zug 


THE 

BLACK 

DOOR 


Holiday Gifts in All 
Shapes and Sizes! 


<$DOTjNJ 


Montpelier Alive 


&HOE 

[Torn 

'Boutique 


Be ready to tackle the challenges of 
today's modern kitchens fast 

N Ed's Certificate Programs Offer 

• 1 5 weeks of hands-on practical training 

■ Essential culinary theory 

■ Safety sanitation skills 

• Paid personalized internships 

NEW ENGLAND 
CULINARY INSTITUTE 

you tcast)/*, by 

NECI.edu | S6 College Street Montpelier 


Pink Shutter 


The Next Step is Yours. Take Action Today. 

Contact us at info@neci.edu or 802.225.3250. 


ARTISANS HAND 

Contemporary Vermont Crafts 


GIFT CERTIFICATES 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


44 Miin Street. Montpelier* 225-6479 
Open 5:00 Wed-Sat • www.blackdoorvt.com 
Text "blackdoor" to 72727 lor deals S updates 


89 Main at City Center, Montpelier 
artisanshand.i 


■ online gift registry 


Refuse/Reuse a bag & earn a 
nickel for Montpelier Alive! 

www.MontpelierAlive.org 


Happy Holidays! 


helping to keep your traditions alive 
Let us adorn your home for the holiday} 

Flowers • Boxwood Trees • Wreaths • Poinsettias 


Choose Your Program: Professional Cooking • Professional Baking • Professional Pastry 


Frequent Shopper Raffle 

December 1st - 15th • Weekly Winners! 


J>iZ(z -Santa 

* Saturday, December 3° * 


Tree Lighting 0 N0C1 Cookie 

^Jpeoraling demo at State & Main, Dec. 2° 



calendar 


Center for the Arts, Middlebury. 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Info. 443-3168. 

TRIBUTETO UTAH PHILLIPS ft CO-RELEASE 
PARTY: Duncan Phillips, Oan Schatz. Paul 
Rasmussen. Doug Wintch. Anke Summerhill and 

songs from Long Gone: Utah Remembers Bruce 
"Utah" Phillips. North End Studio A. Burlington. 8 
pm SI2. Info, 863-6713. 


talks 

ALAN FERN: National Portrait Gal leryS execu- 

reopening of the Athenaeum’s art gallery. SL 
Johnsbury Athenaeum. 7 pm Free. Info. 748- 
8291. lnfo@vermonthumanltles.org. 

OAVIO SANGER: The New York Times' chief 
Washington correspondent offers an Insider's 
perspectlveln'IsBiere an Obama Doctrine?" 
Auditorium Essex High School.7 p.m. Free. Info. 
262-2626, info@vermonthumanitles.org, 
EDWARD TICK: Thisexpert on posttraumatic 
stress disorder considers "War and the Soul: 
Transforming Our Communities to Heal Our 
Veterans." Rutland Free Library. 7 p.m, Free.lnfo. 
773-1860. 

JIM COOKE: In Calvin Coolidge. More Than Two 

RoaringTwenties with a living-history presenta- 
tion packed with historic letters and speeches. 
Goodrich Memorial Library, Newport 7 p.m. Free. 
Info. 334-7902. 

JULES FEIFFER The Pulitzer Prize-winning car- 

of cartoons. CongregaUonal Church. Norwich 7 
p.m Free. Info. 649-1184. 

PLANNING VERMONT'S TRANSPORTATION 
INFRASTRUCTURE: Tom McGrath, Kevin Behm 
and Kevin Lehman discuss the "Clean Cities" 
design concept eco-drivtng, hybrid cars and 
electrical charging stations. Addison County 
Regional Planning Commission Middlebury, 7-9 
pm Free. Info. 385-1911 or 388-3141. 

SY MONTGOMERY: No monkey business: In 
■Walking With the Great Apes." the best-selling 

Jane Goodall. Dlan Fossey and Blrut Galdlkas. 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Montpelier. 7 p.m. 

Free. Info. 223-3338. info@vermonthumanlties. 


TOM POWERS: The Pulitzer Prize- winning au- 

rior in "The Kil ling of Crazy Horse." 1 Isley Public 
Library. Middlebury. 7 pm Free Info. 388-4095. 
lnfo@vermonthumanltles.org. 


theater 

ANNIE": Leapln" lizards! The famous llttleorphan 
graces the stage with heartwarming musical 
favorites such as "Tomorrow." Briggs Opera 
House. White River Junction7:30 p.m. $31-70. 
Info. 296-7000. 


"AT HOME AT THEZOO": Lisa Steele performs 
Ann Wuehler’s short one- act The Care and 
Feedlngof Birds before the Phoenix Theater 
Group takes thestage with Edward Al bee’s 
prequel to The Zoo Story. Off Center for the 


ITS A WONDERFUL LIFT: SeeTUE.06.7p.m. 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 
PALACE 9: Richard Croft stars In a broadcast 
screening of Philip Glass" Satyagraha. Palace 
Cinema 9. South Burlington. 6:30 p.m. $18-24. 
Info. 660-9300. 

WINTER TALES': Folk singers Patti Casey and 
Pete Sutherland join Vermont Stage Company 
actors In stories, songs and poems celebrating 
the cold season. FlynnSpace Burll ngton, 7:30 
pm S 24,30-55. Info. 863-5966. © 



( 9 ne cAfore firne 


You don’t need to be the 1% to dress like it. 
1% kind of clothing on a 99%budget. 
62 t/favi Sf. otfonf/ieiief- ~ 802 - 223-/353 


Start your holiday 
shopping on the right foot 

with p JZIiU l 


TiMe "to get Your 


“ Growlers! % 


Join ut, for Hunger Mountain Coop’d, “On Tap Scries" 
trie following breweries will be in our beer aisle pouring “to -go" 
growler* of local and global draft offering* fre*h froM -trie tap/ 

6tt it white you CAN/ '■'<& 

^ . . . . . „ . 12/8 Southern Her erewmg d 

111111*" * Stone erewing ) 

He^dY Topper i 2/22 sierra Neveda [ 

H-pack cane .are now | 2/2? SMUttvno*e Brewing I 

at H.» Coop- 


Montpelier Alive 




Make Her 


50 state st. montpelier 
223-2142 • open 7 days 


Tree lighting ® 
N 6 C 1 Cookie 
©eeoratingdenK) 


frequent Shopper Raffle 

Decenibei 1st 15th • Weekly Wmnere! 


Open 8aM-fipM everr dav 
62% 6+ one Cutter* War Montpelier, Vf 
22%. 8000 riungeriwountain.coM 





a) ly^ADA. 


creativewoMEN 

TSTODIO HAM»«WENTflnil.‘ HUSf 

7th Annual Chace Mill 
Holiday Party ~ Sale ~ Hop 

Friday, Ocrembrr 2nd I2pm-6pm 
Saturday, Detcadter 3rd I Oam-Jpia 

Chace Mill 

1 Mil! Street, Burlington, VT 


What's^^^^lnsjde? 

Redstone 



MASTER 

YOUR FUTURE 

WITH CHAMPLAIN’S ONLINE 
GRADUATE STUDIES PROGRAMS 


Master's in Business Administration 

Our program is the o nly accredited online MBA 
program that uses project-based learning to link 
management theory to applied practice. 

Master's in Managing Innovation & IT 

On practical, experience- based master's degree 
program focuses exclusively on the effective use 
ot IT tram a manager's perspective. 


Our experience-based format allows you to 
network with other mid-career executives and 
share real-world experiences. 



] 



SHOP 

LOCAL 

&^cu.4aw tUc. SEVEN DAYS 


VOLUME V 

Thursday, December 1, at 6:00pm 
Fleming Museum of Art 

PechaKucha Night (PKN) is a worldwide phenomenon that began 
in 2003 in Tokyo. It offers the opportunity for a broad range of 
participants to present their designs, projects, thoughts, and ideas 
at a fun, informal, and fast-paced gathering. The December 1 
edition of PechaKucha will be hosted by Mitch Wertlieb of VPR's 
Morning Edition. Learn more about PKN at www.pecha-kucha.org 
or www.flemingmuseum.org 


LN,viRsrftf|FLEMING 

"/ Vermont mm MUSEUM 


SEVEN DAYS 



CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 


classes 


© THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


acting 


gardening be 


anyba 


ACTING FUNDAMENTALS: 

Jan. 3-Feb. 7, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Weekly on Tue, Cost: 
$130/6-wk. class. Location: 
Spark Arts, 180 Flynn Ave., 
Burlington. Info: Spark Arts. 
Natalie Miller, 373-4703, 

sparkartsvt.com. Interested 
in trying acting, but not sure 
where to start? Get your 

feet wet in an accepting and 
safe environment. Over six 
weeks, you'll learn the basics 
of acting, including breath- 
ing. projection, posture, 
movement and script analy- 
sis through theater games 
and group scene work. 
Instructor: Natalie Miller. 


teachings of the masters of 
movement Pilates. Delsarte. 
Balanchine. Vagonova, 
Laban and Bartenieff for 
balance and harmony in the 
mind, heart and body. 

CHACE MILL HOLIDAY 
HOP: Fri., Dec 2,12-6 p.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 3. 10a.rn.-S 

Chace Mill at the Winooski 
River Falls. Location: 
Burlington Dances, Chace 
Mill, top floor, 1 Mill St„ 
suite 372, Burlington. 

Lucille Dyer, 863-3369, 

com, BurlingtonDances. 
com. Meet and greet well - 
ness practitioners and 
artists. Take free Pilates. 



The Champlain Club. 20 
Crowley St., Burlington, St. 
Albans, Colchester. Info: 

First Step Dance, S98-6757, 
kevin&firststepdance. 

Come alone or come with 
friends, but come out and 
leam to dancel Beginning 
classes repeat each month, 
butintermediate classes 
vary from month to month. 
As with all of our programs, 
everyone is encouraged to 
attend, and no partner is 
necessary. Three locabonsto 
choose from! 

drumming 

TAIKO. DJEMBE, CONGAS 

6 BATA!: Location: 
Burlington Taiko Space. 

208 Flynn Ave. Suite 3-G, 
Burlington, Contemporary 
Dance & Fitness Studio. 18 
Langdon St., Montpelier. 
AIITogetherNow, 170 Cherry 
Tree Hill Rd., E. Montpelier. 
Info: Stuart Paton, 999- 
4255, spaton55@gmail.com. 
Burlington! Beginners Taiko 
starts T uesday. November 8 
and January 10; kids 4:30 
pm.. $60/6 weeks: adults 
5:30 p.m. $72/6 weeks. 
Advanced classes start 
Monday. November 7 and 
January 9, 5:30 and 7 p.m. 
Women's Haitian classes 
start Friday, November 11 
and December 9, 5 pm. 
$45/3 weeks. Morning 
Taiko workout/ polish starts 
Saturday, November 12 and 
December 3, 9-10:45 a.m. 
$45/3 weeks. Beginning 
Cuban Bata starts Sunday, 
November 20. 1:30-3 pm. 
$45/3 weeks. Montpelier 
Thursdays! Haitian starts 
November 10 and December 
8. 1:30-2:30 p.m.. $45/3 
weeks. East Montpelier 
Thursdays! Djembe starts 
November 10, 5:30 pm 
$45/3 weeks. Cuban 
congas start December 8. 
$45/3 weeks. Taiko starts 
November 10 & December 8, 

7 p.m., $45/3 weeks. 


artists. Take free Pilates. 
belly dance, yoga, ballet 
CardioBLAST and dance 
therapy classes. See dem- 
onstrations and open dance 
rehearsals, visit art studios, 

visual and movement arts 
enhance and enchant our 
lives. We are local. Like us or 
Face book, too! 

flynnarts 


CHACE MILL HOLIDAY 

Sat., Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-5 pn 
Rediscover historic Chac 


suite 372, Burlington. Info: 

Dyer. 863-3369, Lucille® 
NaturalBodiesPilates. 
com, BurlingtonDances 


plant pests, soil fertility. dis- 
ease management, healthy 
lawns invasive plant control. 
Introduction to home land- 
scaping. and more! 
STONEWALL WORKSHOP: 
1-day workshops run Jan. 
through Mar. 201£ Cost: 
$100/1 -day workshop. 
Location: Red Wagon Plants, 
2408 Shelburne Falls Rd„ 
Hinesburg. Info: Queen 
City Soil 8i Stone, Charley 
MacMartin, 318-2411. mac- 
Sigc.org, qu 


FLYMMARTS 



WINTER CLASSES ENROLL- 
ING NO W!: Location : Flynn 
Center. Burlington. Acting 
singing, dance, standup 
comedy, jazz music parent/ 

more! Children, teens and 
adults all welcome, scholar- 


ihipsav 


ae filling 


uary for 


grades 4-6 an 
adults Jazz music combos 
will be holding placement 
sessions for grades 5-12 and 

Nights' is accepting applica- 
tions for dancers who want 
to share works-ln-progress. 
Visit website for full listings 


gardening 

MASTER GARDENER 2011 
COURSE: Feb. 7-May. 1, 

6:15-9 p.m., Weekly on Tue. 
Cost: $385/incl. Sustainable 
Gardening book. Late fee 

Brattleboro, Johnson, 
Lyndon, Montpelier, 
Middlebury, Newport, 
Randolph Ctr„ Rutland, 
Springfield. St Albans, 
Waterbury. White River Jet. 
Info: 656-9562, master. 

edu/master gardener. Learn 
the keys to a healthy and 
sustainable home landscape 
as University of Vermont 
faculty and experts focus 

covers a wide variety of 
horticultural topics: fruit and 
vegetable production, flower 




n.Our 


Introductory workshops for 
homeowners and trades- 
people promote the beauty 
and integrity of stone. The 
one-day workshop focuses 

Workshops are held in warm 
greenhouses in Hinesburg. 
The workshops are hands on, 
working with stone native to 
Vermont. 

WORKING WITH SEASONAL 
GREENS: HOW TO CREATE 
BEAUTIFUL WREATHS. 
SWAGS & MORE: Dec.l, 
12-12:45 p.m. Location: 
Gardener's Supply Garden 
Center, 472 Marshall Ave., 
Williston. Info: 658-2433, 

gardenerssupplystore.com. 
tration required. 


LIPS. SCENTS & BODY 
BUTTERS: Dec. 6. 6:30- 
8:30 p.m. Cost $20/2-hr. 
workshop. Location: Purple 
Shutter Herbs. 7 W. Canal 
St, Winooski. Info: Purple 


Formulate your own roll-on 
perfume with pure essential 
oils, creating a heavenly 
scent Keep your skin looking 
radiantand feeling healthy 
with your own blends of 

butters (soft and hard), and 
dont forget those lips! You'l I 
go home with your own 
goodies and gift-making 


Edibles Intensive 2012: 

27, Jun. 24 & Jul. 22, 2012 & 
Summer /Fall Term: Aug. 19. 
Sep. 16 8, Oct. 14, 2012. VSAC 
nondegree grants avail, 
to qualifying applicants. 
Location: Wisdom of the 
Herbs School. Woodbury. 
Info: 456-8122, annie® 
wisdomoftheherbsschool. 
com, wisdomoftheherbss- 
chool.com. Earth skills for 
changing times. Experiential 


plants, food asfirst medi- 
cine. sustainable living skills, 
andthe inner journey. Annie 
McCleary. director, and 
George Usi. naturalist. 

martial arts 

a 3-mo. membership for 
$190. Special rate ind. 
free uniform ($S0 value) & 
unlimited classes 7 days/ 
wk. Location: Aikido of 
Champlain Valley. 257 Pine 
St. (across from Conant 
Metal & Light), Burlington. 
Info: 951-8900, burling- 
tonaikido.org. Aikido isa 
dynamic Japanese martial 
art that promotes physi- 

through the use of breath ing 

ing. circular movements, 
and pinning and throwing 
techniques. We also teach 
sword/staff arts and knife 
defense. The Samurai Youth 

arships for children and 
teenagers, ages 7-17. We also 
offer classes for children 
ages 5-6. Classes are taught 
by Benjamin Pincus Sensei, 
Vermont's only fully certified 
(Shidoin) Aikido teacher. 
AIKIDO: Location: Vermont 
Aikido. 274 N. Winooski Ave. 
(2nd floor), Burlington, Info: 
Vermont Aikido, 862-9785, 
vermontaikido.org. Aikido 
for Children (ages 6-12) 
at Vermont Aikido. Class 
starts October 29. Saturday 
mornings 9:30-10:30. $50 
monthly fee includes uni- 
form you get to take home. 
Aikido trains body and spirit 
together, promoting physical 
flexibility with flowing move- 


Tulsi Tea Room, 34 Elm St, 
Montpelier. Winter Ecology 
Walks w/George will be an- 
nounced on our Facebook 
page or join our email list 
or call us. Wisdom of the 
Herbs 2012: Apr. 21-22, May 
19-20, Jun. 16-17, Jul. 14-15, 
Aug. 11-12, Sep. 8-9, Oct 
6-7 & Nov. 3-4, 2012. Wild 


tion, respect for others and 
confidence In oneself. 

MARTIAL WAY SELF- 
DEFENSE CENTER: Please 


MARTIAL ARTS » 




I fnih bih 


Market 


W SP0RTS&F1TNESS 
1 PHYSICAL THERAPY 

f KIDS&FITNESS 


1SRECIAUSH 


Together, Better Choices 

. . .like our 14 th annual COTS tree sale. 


GET THEM A 
GIFT THAT’S 


Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

Essex (802) 879-7734x2 • Williston (802) 860-3343 
S. Burlington (802) 658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 

EDGEVT.COM 


classes 


® THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNUMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


pilates 


893-8893. martialwayvt. 
com. Beginners will find a 
comfortable and welcoming 


Expenenced martial artists 
will be impressed by our 
instructors' knowledge and 

proach. and our straightfbr- 

VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 
JITSU: Mon.-Fri., 6-9 p.m.. 

& Sat.. 10 a.m. 1st class Is 
free Location: Vermont 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, SS Leroy 
Rd.. Williston. Info: 660- 
4072. Jurio@bjjusa.com, 
vermontbjj.com. Classes for 
men, women and children. 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu enhances 
strength, flexibility, balance 

respiratory fitness. Brazilian 

and helps to instill courage 
and self-confidence. We 
offer a legitimate Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu martial arts 
program in a friendly, safe 
and positive environment 

from one of the worlds best 
Julio "Foca" Fernandez. CBJ J 
and IBJJF certified 6th 
Oegree Black Belt Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu Instructor under 
Carlson Grade Sr., teaching 


National Featherweight 
Champion and 3-tlme Rio de 
Janeiro State Champion Rio 
de Janeiro. Brazil. 
VINGTSUNKUNG FU: 

Mon. & Wed., 5:30-7:30. 
Cost $90/mo. Location: 
Robert Miller Center, 130 
GosseCt., Burlington. Info: 
MOY TUNG KUNG FU, Nick. 
318-3383, KUNGFU.VT® 
GMAILCOM, MOYTUNGVT. 
COM. Traditional Moy Yat 
Ving Tsun Kung Fu. Learn 
a highly effective combina- 
tion of relaxation, center 
line control and economy of 


motion. Take physical stat- 
ure out of the equation: with 
the time-tested Ving Tsun 
system, simple prindples 
work with any body type. 
Free Introductory class. 


LEARN TO MEDITATE: 

available Sunday morn- 
ings, 9 a.m.-12 p.m., or 
by appointment. Hie 
Shambhala Cafe meets 


st Satun 


yofea 


12 p.m. An Open House 
occurs every third Friday 
evening of each month, 

7-9 p.m., which indudes an 


izing. Location: Burlington 
Shambhala Center. 187 So. 
Winooski Ave.. Burlington. 
Info: 6 58-6795, burllngton- 
shambhalactr.org. Through 
the practice of sitting still 
and following your breath 

solves, you are connecting 
with your heart By simply 
letting yourself be. as you 
are. you develop genuine 
sympathy toward yourself. 
The Burlington Shambhala 
Center offers meditation as 
a path to discovenng gentle- 


photography 

DIGITAL CAMERAS 
REVEALED: Dec. 2. 7-9 p.m. 

Location: First Baptist 
Church ofMontpelier, 3 St 
Paul St., Montpelier. Info: 
Wings Photography. Bryan 
Pfeiffer, 454-4640. bryan® 
wingsphotography.com, 
wingsphotography.com. 

Ill give you photography 
enlightenment (in time for 
the holidays). Youll finally 
understand the dials and 
buttons on your point-and- 
shoot camera. You'll get re- 
world. No need to register. 
Bring your camera! 


ALL WELLNESS: Location: 
128 Lakeside Ave., suitel03, 
Burlington. Info: 863-9900, 
allwellnessvt.com. Ween- 

and all abilities to discover 
greater ease and enjoy- 
ment in life by integrating 
physical therapy. Pilates 
Reformer, Power Pilates 
mat classes. Vinyasa and 
Katonah Yoga, and indoor 

our welcoming atmosphere. 

tiful. light-filled studio-your 
first fitness class Is free if 
you mention this adl 

EVERY BODY LOVES 
PILATES!: Free mat classes 
at the Chace Mill Holiday 
Hop Fri.. Dec. 2, 9:30 a.m.. & 
Sat.. Dec. 3, 2 p.m. Location: 
Natural Bodies Pilates, 1 Mill 
SL. suite 372, Burlington. 
Info: 863-3369, lucllle® 
naturalbodiespilates.com. 
NaturalBodiesPilates.com. 
Feel the feeling! See the 
difference! You've heard of 
the Seal. Teaser. Corkscrew. 
Swan and Mermaid! Try a 
free class and find out why 
every body loves Pilates! 
Relieve stress, promote 
whole-body health, restore 


ANIMAL REIKI I CLASS: 

Jan. 7-8. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Cost: $190/1 2-hr. class. 
Location: Butterworks Farm. 
Westfield. Info: HeartSong 
Reiki. Kelly McDermott- 
Burns. 746-8834, kelly® 


foundation for self-care and 
animal work. History, pre- 
cepts, the Japanese energy 
system, meditations and 
animal protocol covered. 
Four attunements. Practice 
time with animals. Students 
will gain basic knowledge 
for working on any animal. 
Manual and certificate 
included. Percentage of 
class fee donated to Shelter 


INTRO TO SHAMANIC 
JOURNEYING: Dec. 4. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Cost: $7S/5-hr. 
class. Location: Shaman's 
Flame. 78A Cady Hill Rd.. 

& Peter Clark, 253-7846. 
peterclarkl3@gmail. 
com, shamansflame.com. 
Experiential workshop 






CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 


ogy.shamanic journeying. 
Meet spirit guides find 
your seat of power and 
begin to walk the path of 
self-empowerment. Learn 

of this ancient spiritual prac- 
tice. Expand you r conscious- 
ness. learn of Integrative 
spiritual healing. 


SNAKE-STYLE TAI CHI 
CHUAN: Beginner classes 
Sat mornings & Wed. eve- 
nings. Call to view a class. 
Location: Bao Tak Fal Tai Chi 
Institute, 100 Church St, 
Burlington. Info: 864-7902. 




Yang Sna 


Style is a dynamic l 
method that mobilizes the 
spine while stretching and 
strengthening the core body 
muscles. Practicing thisan- 

strength. flexibility, vitality. 


180 Flynn Ave, Burlington. 
Turn right into driveway im- 
mediately after the railroad 
tracks. Located in the old 
Magic Hat Brewery building. 
Info: 318-6238. Tai Chi is 


Ing and graceful r 
to produce the valuable ef- 
fectsof relaxation, improved 
concentration, improved 
balance, a decrease in blood 

symptoms of fibromyalgia. 
Janet Makaris, Instructor. 

Vermont 
center for yoga 
and therapy 


St., suite 204. S. Burlington. 
Info: Deb Sherrer. 999-2703. 
vtcyt.com. Our bodies' 
biorhythms are affected as 
the cold Intensifies. Come 
explore the 'skillful means" 
of usingyoga and breath to 
work directly with shifting 
rhythms and varying energy 
states and to ultimately 
awaken the light and life 
force within. No experience 

necessary. 

RESTORATIVE YOGA & 
REIKI: REST & RECHARGE. 
SLOW TO THE WORLD W/ 
MARY BETH CACCIOLA & 
MARTHA WHITNEY: Dec. 8, 
6-8 p.m. Cost: $30/dass. 
Location: Vermont Center 
for Yoga and Therapy, 364 
Dorset St., suite 204, S. 
Burlington. Info: 658-9440. 
vtcyt.com. When I ife speeds 
up we often forget the im- 
portance of rest that which 
gives us quiet time, space, 
nourishment and rejuvena- 
tion. Experience the prac- 
tices of Restorative Yoga 
and Reiki. Martha will guide 

while Mary Beth will offer 
Reiki, a subtle and effective 
form of energy heal in g. 


yoga 


It: $14/ 



class schedule, please visit 

LAUGHING RIVER YOGA: 

$13 class, $110/10 classes. 
$130 monthly unlimited, 


Mill suite 126, Burlington. 
Info: 343-8119, laugh ingriv- 
eryoga.com. Yoga changes 
the world through trans- 
forming individual lives. 

es, workshops and retreats 
taught by experienced and 
compassionate instructors. 
We offer Kripalu. Jivamukti. 
Vinyasa. Yoga Trance Dance, 
Yin. Restorative. Meditation 

abilities welcome! Check out 
our Costa Rica yoga retreat 
March 11 through 17. 

RESTORATIVE YOGA: Dec. 

4, 4-5:30 p.m. Cost: $15/ 

' an: Burlington 


es, Chaci 


lill.Top 


EVOLUTION Y 

class, $130/class c; 

$5-$10 community classes. 
Location: Evolution Yoga. 
Burlington. Info: 864-9642, 
yoga@evolutionvtcom, 
evolutionvt.com. Evolution's 
certified teachers are skilled 
with students ranging from 
beginner to advanced. We 
offer classes in Vinyasa, 
Anusara-mspired. Kripalu 
and Iyengar yoga. Babies/ 
kids classes also avail- 

strengthen postpartum with 
pre-/postnatal yoga, and 
check out our thriving mas- 
sage practice. Participate in 
our community blog: evolu- 
bonvt.com/evoblog. 

HAPPY HIPS FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS: Dec. 11-18, 1:30- 


372, Burlington. Info: 

Dyer, OS3-3369, Lucille® 
NaturalBodlesPilates.com, 
BurlingtonDances.com. 
Enjoy the warm atmosphere 
and early evening light in 

studio upstairs in the Chace 
Mill. Julie Peoples- Cl ark 
leads students to a medita- 


deep relaxation. Be present 

ness, transform yourself an 
sleep well. 

YOGA FOR RUNNERS: 

Tue., 6:15-7:15 p.m.: Wed, 
6:15-7:15 p.m.; Sat, 9:15- 
10:15 a.m. Cost: $10/l-hr. 


St, Burlington. Info: Susan 
Foerster. 861-6700, susan® 
greenmtrehab.com, green- 
mtrehab.com. As a runner 
you don't have to be flexible 
to benefit from yoga Come 
begin your cross-training 
journey to improve your 

heal from Injuries. Classes 
are designed to cultivate 
mobillty.stabllity, align- 
ment and strength in the 


often overused. 


MOVIES AT 


THE FILM HOUSE * SIXTY LAKE STREET * BURLINGTON WATERFRONT 

Every Tuesday at 7pm ★ First Come First Served 

Free and Open to the Public 

1 : TUESDAY*. 

/: DEC. 6 

A Christmas Story 

1983 • Rated PG 

1 : Tuesday: 

, : DEC. 13 : 

Scrooged 

1988 • Rated PG-13 

L ; TUESDAY: 

/•DEC. 20: 

It’s a Wonderful Life 

i — 


L : TUESDAY: 

£1 DEC. 27 

Ocean’s Eleven 

1960 • Rated G 



MAIN STREET LANDING 1 1 

Creating healthy places for people to work and play 




Unique event and performance space 
available for daily rental 
Call Melinda Moulton (802) 864-7999 

mainstreetlanding.com 
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W hen Brad Barr first 
answers his cell- 
phone he sounds 
upbeat But after 
answering a few questions, he 
pauses and admits that he's ex- 
hausted. After all, his band, the 
Barr Brothers, which features Barr 
on guitars and vocals, his brother 
Andrew Barr on percussion, Sarah 
Page on harp, and Andres Vial on 
bass and pump organ, have just ar- 
rived home in Montreal after five 
weeks touring the United States 
and Canada. Back in town for less 
than24hours,thebandhas already 
recorded a TV appearance and is 
getting ready for a performance at 
a downtown club. For now, Barr is 
enjoying a few minutes on a couch. 

The band’s busy schedule is 
due, in part to die recent release 
of their debut album, The Ban- 
Brothers, on Montreal's Secret 
City Records. While the label sup- 
port is a big step for the band, they 
originally self-released the album 
in early 2010 to sell while on tour 
with their friends and fellow folk- 
rockers die Low Anthem. Since 
then, the Barr Brothers have been 
on die road building an audience 
across the U.S. and Canada. The 
band has garnered praise from 
fans and press alike, including a 
recent shout-out in die New York 
Times for lacing “folky songs with 
touches of West and North Africa, 
including Moroccan metal casta- 

Bodi live and on record, the 
band can shift gears easily from 
quiet harp-and-pump-organ folk 
into polyrhythmic blues-rock or 
gamelan-influenced groovers be- 
fore softly setding into a romantic 
ballad. The quieter, more person- 
al side of these songs - and the 
band's unusual instrumentation 
— is a big change from the music 
on which Brad and Andrew Barr 
cut their teeth in the late 1990s. 
Over die past 15 years, they've 
been known best for melting faces 
in clubs and at festivals as part of 
hard-rocking jam bands the Slip 
and Surprise Me Mr. Davis. 

Brad Barr recently spoke with 
Seven Days about touring, writing 
for different bands and die influ- 
ence of die Low Anthem on the 
Barr Brothers' sound. 



Brothers in Arms 

Montreal’s Brad ar*id Andr'ew Barr evolve on a new project 


SEVEN DAYS: You've been touring quite a bit and even had 
a nice mention recently in the New York Times. How does 
it feel to have that kind of attention? 

BRAD BARR: It's kinda bizarre. Only diat it's a much different 
angle than I've been used to. Widi die Slip it was like, start in 
Boston, then you go to Burlington and Providence and New 
York, and then you go a little further, maybe Philly and then 
Northampton, and start slowly spreading that way, as word of 
mouth travels. And the jam community there was very much 
kind of a cult thing, so it spread, and it was really about die 
people, the audience, and the music lovers on the ground. 

[The Barr Brodiers] have been starting here in Montr&tl, 
but doing interviews that end up on Vancouver radio, and in- 
terviews for newspaper articles in Alabama and California. 
People are absorbing it from all diese different sources, includ- 
ingblogs. A lot of people I meet out there, I ask, "How did you 
end up at the show?” And they say blogs. So this is just a dif- 
ferent approach. 

SD: And the music you're making is very different from the 
Slip or Surprise Me Mr. Davis. There are similarities, but 
you've managed to create a project that's apart from your 
other bands. 

BB: Yeah. Some people who have never heard the Slip ask me, 
“Is it anything like this band?" And I don't know what to say. 
Uh, same guitarist, same drummer, same songwriter, same 
singer. It's not just having harp and pump organ in the band 
diat changes it, aldiough on a surface level it does appear to be 
drastically different. It's not so much diat I set out to do any- 
thing completely different from the Slip or Davis, but I think it 
just happened [as] a certain evolution. I would call it an evolu- 
tion in my songwriting. For me, I saw it as an evolution and a 
step up in my conviction in the songs, and the rest is just hap- 
penstance, really, and using the most of the elements that were 
right there in front of us — being Sarah and Andres — and just 
working with different colors and different textures. 

SD: You and Andrew we re friends with and toured with the 
Low Anthem before starting this band. Considering the 


instrumentation of the Barr Brothers, do you feel like you 
were influenced at all by them? 

BB: Oh, most definitely. Group vocals, the way they sing to- 
gether, the consideration they give to their harmonies, their 
harmony arrangements. And die pump [organ], I've always 
loved that instrument. I saw Neil Young play a pump organ in 
Boston in, like, 1992, just a solo show, and it was transcenden- 
tal to me. I’ve always wanted to use that instrument. I’d seen 
Andres play around, and I knew he played piano. What I didn't 
know before we talked to him about the band is that he also 
has a really big collection of pump organs. 

SD: No kidding. 

BB: Yeah, he has, like, five of them, all ranging in different siz- 
es. But I certainly spent many nights feeling the majestic vibe 
of the Low Anthem, and the pump organ is a big part of that, so 
I'm certain that a lot of that rubbed offon me and inspired me. 

SD: Is there anything you've been able to express with the 
Barr Brothers that maybe you weren't able to in the con- 
text of the Slip or Surprise Me Mr. Davis? 

BB: Well, it’s pretty much exactly how you hear it and exactly 
how you imagine it, too. For example, Davis is, for me, a rowdy 
night out on the town with the boys. 

SD: [Laughs] And it sounds like that. Great description. 

BB: And the Barr Brothers ... Sarah on die harp, she's such a 
graceful person and graceful performer, it puts me in a place 
of a little more glowing. For me what it all boils down to is the 
personalities involved in the different projects and what they 
inspire in me. And so, if I write a song, a lot of times I know. 
Well, this one's going right to Davis. It's just that personality. 
I want to play this with those guys. Or I write something and 
I know, This is a Barr Brothers tune. Somewhere in there is 
where it comes to life. © 
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s® und bites 

BY DAN BOLLES 



Dear John 

A couple of weeks ago, I 
received a Facebook message 
from a man named Bryan 
Hunt. To my knowledge, 

I have never met Bryan. 

But ifs not unusual for me 
to get friend requests and 
FB messages from total 
strangers. Musicians and 
other interested parties 
frequently contact me that 
way. Comes with the turf 
in our brave new e-world, I 
guess. 

Bryan was reaching out 
to tell me about a friend and 
collaborator, JOHN martenis, 
who had recently recorded 
a solo album. “It’s one of 
the deepest, most beautiful, 
haunting pieces of music 
you’ve ever heard," he raved. 

I get a lot of that kind of stuff 
too. Any record is amazing 
when you're the guy tasked 
with promoting it. But I've 
learned to take hyperbole 
with a grain of salt In diis 
gig, you have to, or you'll end 
up regularly disappointed 
when the supposed “next 
bob Dylan" isn’t even the next 
JAKOB DYLAN. But I digress. 

The difference with Bryan 
is that he wasn't writing from 
some slick marketing firm 
or record company. He has 
no real stake in the success 
of John Martenis. That’s 
because John Martenis died 
on Saturday, September 
3, exactly two weeks after 
recording the record in 
question, Alone and Acoustic. 
He was 45. 

According to the 
obituary that ran in the 
Burlington Free Press on 
September 13, Martenis died 
"unexpectedly” at his home 
in Ferrisburgh - I'll let you 
decode the obit verbiage 
there. He left behind a wife 
and two young children. And 

We have a tendency to 
mythologize artists when 
they pass too soon. Would we 
view die music of nick drake 


or elliott smith differently 
had they not died young? 

At least a little, 1 think. Pink 
Moon or Figure 8 would 
certainly still be astonishing 
albums if either man were 
alive. But there is a certain 
elegiac quality to those 
records now, isn’t there? 

The same could be said of 
jeff buckley’s Grace, which 
simply sounds otherworldly, 
and not just because Buckley 
was indeed an angelic talent. 
His premature death, and the 
fact that Grace was his only 
completed album, gives the 
record an air of importance it 
may not have had otherwise. 
That’s not to take anything 
away from any of those 
albums. But we view them 
differently now. We just do. 

What, then, to make of 
Martenis' final work? Is it as 
astounding as Bryan Hunt 
claims? Not quite, in all 
honesty. But it is very, very 
good. So much so diat it's 
hard not be angry that these 
12 songs, all but two of which 
were first takes, are all we 
get from John Martenis. You 
can't help but feel cheated. 

Martenis had a unique 
songwriting style, a curious 
blend of blunt prose and 
off-kilter metaphors that, on 
repeated listens, often reveal 
themselves to be truly clever. 
In moments - such ns “Big 
and Empty” — he is solemnly 
reflective. In others — 
“Comet Song" — he is playful 
and light 

The sense of deep 
brooding here is pervasive, 
and common to many good, 
introspective songwriters. 
And, to be sure, knowing 
that these were the final 
musings of a troubled soul 
is undeniably chilling. 
Martenis' song titles seem to 
suggest he knew what was 
coming: “Train to Heaven,” 
“Final Frontier," “These Dark 
Days." But even his bleakest 
confessional observations 
— delivered in a gripping. 


uneasy croon — can be 
tempered by a sly wit. He 
strikes a fine balance. 

Abne and Acoustic is a 
strong record from start to 
finish. It features a mature 
artist with a sophisticated 
grasp on his craft But we 
don’t view art in a vacuum. 
Since art is essentially a 
reflection of ourselves and 
our surroundings, it really 
can't be created in one. As 
such, Alone and Acoustic is 
an unusually affecting album, 
and one local audiences 
should take the opportunity 
to hear, because there will 
never be another new John 
Martenis song. 

Thank you, John. May you 

BiteTorrent 

In lighter news, Christmas 
time's a- coming) This week, 
the holiday season gets into 
full swing at the Big Picture 
Theater & Cafe in Waitsfield 
with a theatrical mash up by 
Buck Hill Productions called 
“Every Christmas Story 
Ever Told." And they mean 
it. The show is a three-man 


production that mashes up 
carols and classic yuletide 
talcs from Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol to “A Charlie 
Brawn Christmas” and pretty 
much everything in between. 
It's billed as a riotously funny 
send-up of holiday traditions 
that the Los Angeles Times 
calls a “knee-slapping hoot.” 
So there’s that. Check it out 
diis Saturday, December 3. 


Speaking of oddball theater 
stuff, tom banjo has a new 
show debuting this weekend 
at Radio Bean entitled 
“Snow White An Adult 
Puppet Show of Our Time.” 
I'm honestly afraid to say 
any more about the Cranky 
Show auteur’s new project 
with Pliinn Sonin and Erin 
Mackel, because when I see 
die phrase “adult puppet 
show,” I can’t help but 
diink of die deleted scenes 
from Team America: World 
Police. If you’ve seen diem, 
you know what I mean ... 
ahem. Anyway, there are two 
opportunities to catch die 
show this weekend: Friday, 
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PAIR OF 
FEET 


FREE 

GIFT 


WITH PURCHASE 



www.newbalancewilliston.com 


WED. 30 

buiiitigton area 

1/2 LOUNGE Rewind with DJ Craig 

CLUB METRONOME: Mushpost 
presents Tropical Bass2 (EDM). 9 

FRANNY 0'S: Karaoke 9:30 p.m, Free. 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: Ihe Barr Brothers. Jode 

LEUN IG S BISTRO & CAF$: Cody 
MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open MIc 

MONKEY HOUSE: AM Presents: 
Advance Base. Hello Shark ( Indie 
folk). 9 p.m. $8. IB*. 

NECTAR'S: Flat Nose Diesel Bus. 
Jeremy Harple (Jam), 9 p.m., Free/SS. 



THE SKINNY PANCAKE: Paul Cataldo 
(slnger-songwnter) 6 pm.. $5-10 


cetitral 

BAGITOS. Acoustic Blues Jam, B pm. 


Champlain valley 

ON THE RISE BAKERY Open Irish 

northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Last October (Iblk). 

THE HUB PIZZERIA 1. PUB: Seth 



MOOG'S: Cad station (acoustic). 



Taylor Made Let's just get this out of the way: ben taylor is the son of Carly Simon 
and James Taylor. But don't let the folk-royalty bloodlines color your preconceptions of his music. 
Dude plays some of the rippingcst heavy metal around ... OK, that’s a lie. He. top is a folk songwriter. 
And, yes, there is a striking family resemblance to dear ol' dad in the younger Taylor's tender croon 
and lyrical sensitivity. But he is very much his own man, delivering heartfelt, thoughtful pop-folk 
songs wrapped in light, acoustic guitar lines and easy hooks. Jeez, maybe the apple really doesn't 
fall far from the tree? Ben Taylor plays Nectar’s diis Tuesday, December 6, with dukes county love 
AFFAIR and PHILOAROSA. 



RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 

Two Rivers (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. Free. 

RUSTY NAIL Hot Neon Magic f 80s 


regional 

MONOPOLE: Peacock Tunes & Trivia, 
5 p.m.. Free Bass Night 10 p.m. Free 

MONOPOLE OOWNSTAIRS Clary 

OLIVE RIDLEY'S: Karaoke with 
Benjamin Bright and Ashley Kollar. 6 

TABU CAFES NIGHTCLUB: Karaoke 

THERAPY Threesome Thursdays 
wl th DJ Deuces (h Ip-hop), 10 pm. 
Free. Therapy Thursdays with DJ 
NYCE (Top 40). T0:30 pm.. Free. 
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December 2, and Saturday, 
December 3. 


Next week's issue will 
include a review of a new 
Utah Phillips tribute CD, 

Long Gone, curated by 
Phillips' son, duncan philups. 
The album release parly is 
Wednesday, December 7, 
at Burlington’s North End 
Studio and will feature 
Vermont folk icon rikpalieri. 
who knew die late Utah 
Phillips personally. I mention 
this now because the show 
falls on a Wednesday, and 
Wednesday shows are 
always awkward to write 
about, given Seven Days’ 
publishing cycle. Since I have 
yet to successfully lobby to 
keep anything cool from 
happening on Wednesday 
nights, you get a double dose 
of Utah Phillips. So mark die 
show on your calendars now, 
and tune in next week for die 
album rundown. 


Band Name of the Week; 

maximum infinity. Cheeky 

local bands. Sadly, they 
just don't play out very 
often - something about 
makingbabies or some such 


nonsense. So I was tickled 
to receive an email from 
TR’s max krauss saying he 
had broken ground on a 
new side project. The band 
is called Maximum Infinity 


and basically consists of, 
well, Krauss' guitar effects 
pedal board. He says diat his 
pedal board has grown so 
unwieldy, it no longer even 
requires a guitar player. To 



test his dieory, Krauss ran 
the last pedal in the chain 
back through the first pedal 
to see what would happen, 
dius creating the “Infinity 
Loop.” The results are 
really ... something. Krauss 1 
experimental foray won’t 
be for everyone — it’s pretty 
harsh stuff. But if you're 
interested, you can find MI 
on Facebook. 


Last but not least, from the 
Department of Corrections. 
Last week’s cover story, 
“House on Fire," about die 
DJ collectives driving die 
increasingly vibrant local 
electronic dance music 
scene, contained a goof. In 
diat story, I attributed the 
recent sold-out skrillex show 
at Memorial Auditorium 
to promoters 2K deep. It 
wasn't. That one was all 

HIGHER GROUND PRESENTS. My 

apologies for the blunder. ® 


Listening In 

Once again, thisweek's 
totally self-indulgent 
column segment in 
which I share a random 
sampling of what was 
on my iPod, turntable. 
CD player. 8-track player. 

Doomtree, 

No Kings 
G-Side, 

Island 
Ty Segall, 

Singles 2007-2010 

Selections From 
Road Atlas 1998-20!) 
U.S. Girls. 

U.S. Girls on KRAAK 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6. 2011 • 7:30PM 


FLYNN CENTER 


FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 


Rynarm Box Office SH-HfrFiyNN - Hynnflk.org 
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61 H ANNUAL] 

CHAMPLAIN VALljW 

£8M 

TH1IRS EVrUOAIMPM 
T SAT10AM-5PM 

- 


SCARVES 

3 FOR $20 

COIN PURSES 

3 FOR S5 

JEWELRY 

$3 TO $5 

Fleur 'I Lingerie • Pashminas • Sunglasses 
Reading Glasses • Key Chains 
Hair Accessories • Beads 

ALL OVER 75% OFF RETAIL! 

CASH • CHECKS • MC • VISA 
Champlain Valley Expo 
105 Pearl St. Route 15 
Essex Junction, VT 
clearance@bakedbeads.com 
www.bakedbeads.com 



Deep Roots New York City/Boston/sometimes- Burlington-based duo owight a nicole 
blend a remarkable array of influences. Their 2010 record. ISigns, garnered widespread acclaim 
for its cunning mix of blues, rock, country, jazz and soul. While they draw inspiration from myriad 

poignant lyrical turns that offers as much for the mind as the soul This Thursday, December 1. 
catch Dwight & Nicole at Nectar's with Boston-based soul revivalist jesse dee. 





Watch something LOCAL this week. 


REVIEW this 



The Hokum High 
Rollers, Big 
Blessings Poppin’ 

(SELF-RELEASED. CD) 

If you spent much time in downtown 
Burlington tills summer, it's likely you 
caught the Hokum High Rollers busking 
on the Church Street Marketplace at 
one point or another. The local string 
band was a welcome ragtag regular on 
our increasingly homogeneous and, 
well, pedestrian pedestrian mall. As 
spiritual steampunk kin to beloved 
suspender-fusion progenitors the 
Vermont Joy Parade, the vagabondish, 
old-time quartet helped reintroduce 
a raw, joyous artistic aesthetic to the 
Queen City's social hub. These High 
Rollers got style. 

Their debut album. Big Blessings 
Poppin", achieves a similarly humble 
feat, standing out as a defiantly rough- 
hewn musical treasure as jubilant and 
whimsical as it is well worn and frayed 
around die edges. 

On Blessings, the High Rollers cruise 
right by “lo-fi" and hop off die sonic 
freight car at “no-fi." The album was 
recorded live, which lends an air of 
enthusiasm and vibrancy that attempts 
to do justice to the band's energetic live 
act. By and large, that's the exact effect. 
However, at times the album is crude to 
a fault 

The lead cut, “Travelin' Man," 
is one such example, sounding as 
though it was literally recorded in the 
aforementioned freight car ... while 
the train was moving Fast Peppy 
vocal turns from resophonic guitarist 
Jason Lawrence and tenor banjo and 
uke player Hannah Waltz are too often 
swallowed in cacophony. And diough 


guitar and banjo are prominent in the 
mix, the general bedlam detracts from 
what appear to be fine performances. 

Other cuts fere far better. “Please, 
Baby” is a loping gem. And though 
die vocals are still frustratingly set 
back in the mix, die song bears an 
irresistibly clumsy charm, embodied 
by Raychel Severance’s bouncy bucket 
bass. “Furniture Man” showcases 
Lawrence's nimble licks and the 
propulsive scratch of Nathan Tinglof's 
washboard percussion. “My Gal Sal” 
is a jaunty little ditty, with Waltz 
delivering madcap vocals over a bustle 
of jumpy banjo and flittering bells. The 
riotous “Shake It and Break It" features 
a grinning cameo on kazoo-a-phone 
from Uncle Davie Jenkins, who also 
engineered the album. And “I’ll See You 
in My Dreams" is a yearning, breezily 
pretty hothouse number that evokes 
pure, wide-eyed innocence. 

BigBlessings Poppin" might grate on 
die ears ofoverly particular audiophiles. 
But for the Hokum High Rollers, 
diat seems to be at least partially the 
point. Flaws are often as important to 
character as are strengths. Clean isn’t 
always better. And sometimes, you just 
gotta get down and play in the dirt. Few 
do that better than die Hokum High 
Rollers. 

DAN BOLLES 

Barika, Remember 

(SELF-RELEASED. CD) 

On their long-awaited full-length debut. 
Remember, local ensemble Barika finally 
capture their uniquely thrilling brand of 
Afro-funk-psych-indie- whatever-rock 
on record. The album is, in no uncertain 
terms, a dynamic tour de force. The 
brilliantly conceived and experdy 
executed brainchild of n’goni master 
Craig Myers is amongthe finest local 
albums you’ll hear in this, or any other, 
year. Really. 

Remem ber begins with a 
shimmering, n'goni line that imparts 
an ethereal calm. Beware: It's a setup. 

At the precise moment when Myers' 
nimble plucking renders the listener 
into a blissful lull, die tide track 
explodes in a maelstrom of steamy 
funk. Exultant horns take flight over 
Caleb Bronx's insistent drums and JP 
Candelier's undulating bass. Andric 
Severance’s twisting key swirls create 
an iridescent bed of shifting, opaque 


sound. Then, just at the height of 
tension, the band relents, leaving only 
Myers and his rippling, crystalline 

That sense of contrast, the ability 
to expand and contract, is central to 
Myers' compositional philosophy. 
Unpredictability is a running dieme 
throughout Remember. “Baga” sets 
distincdy Americanized funk horn 
melodies in opposition to Myers’ 
curious West African modal shifts 
before descending into a spacious, 
psychedelic bridge diat ultimately 
unites the two. “Blues for Segu” roils 
along murkily until the band fractures 
its heady groove with an expansive, 
poly rhythmic break and a fearsome 
solo from guest guitarist Bob Wagner. 
“Good Morning" breaks like dawn with 
a yawning midrange progression from 
Myers. Eventually it yields to a phalanx 
of disorienting noise that jolts the 
listener to reluctant wakefulness. 

As star studded an ensemble as 
Barika is, die guests on Remember 
are equally impressive. Keyboardist 
Tom Cleary makes a typically potent 



and sonically arresting appearance 
on “River Niger." Saxophonist Brian 
McCarthy is also n welcome addition 
on that track, the following number and 
album closer “Grace." That last cut is 
die only one on die record with vocals, 
courtesy of Rubblebucket’s Annakalmia 
Clark Traver, who also wrote the lyrics. 
As she so often does with her own 
band, Traver’s distinctive delivery lends 
a singular depth and character. It's 
sparkling and adventuresomely close to 
a truly remarkable record. 

This week, Barika play two local 
shows in support of Remember: 

Friday, December 2, at Red Square in 
Burlington and Saturday, December 3, 
at the Rusty Nail in Stowe. 


(§>GETYOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: ESiSSiSff!SE5!SSMIffiBMaS4!^.fSSiffl^^ 1 




Ring in the Holidays! 

Stop by today and celebrate with us! 


Now Booking , 



Coming soon for 
the Holidays... 


Hawaiian Kona 
E Yemen Mocca! 



412 PIHE ST. BUHLINGTON 
658-6016 







Are you are a healthy, 
non-smoking woman 
between 21 and 33? To 
learn more about egg 
donation, including 
compensation: 

Call 1-866-602-2874 
or visit us online at 
www.FletcherAllen.org/ 
eggdonor. 



SUN. 04 


Hell on Wheels city and colour is the subtly 
clever alias of Canadian songwriter Dallas Green. (City. Color. Get 
it?) The Juno Award winner - that’s the Canadian equivalent of 
the Grammy — has long been a favorite of discerning northern 
indie fans for his work with the band Alexisonfire. But it’s Green's 
latest record as City and Colour, Little Hell, that has hooked 
audiences around the globe. The record is an intimate exposition 
of swooning chamber pop and indie folk diat both thrills and 
chills. This Thursday, December 1, catch City and Colour at the 
Higher Ground Ballroom with hacienda. 




lAm (post-1 

Salem 'arrdease patty Ua m| , 7 p.m, 
MONKEY HOUSE: Comedy Night: 


9pm. Fret* 

RED SQUARE: DJ CreB (hip-hop). II 


MON. 05 


NECTAR’S: Metal Monday: Kro| 
Filthy Minutes olFame. Swlftsl 

ON TAP BAR 8, GRILL: Open Ml 
Wylie 7p.m., Free 


TUE.06 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: UJs JJ Dante & Jordan 

CLUB METRONOME: Bass Culture 
with DJsJahsonB, Nickel B(dubstep), 

LEUNIG S BISTRO & CAFE Oayve 

Fnght (storytelling). 7 pm 

MONTY’S OLD BF 


ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open 

northern 


Fletcher 

The University of Vermont 


IE ENGLAND INNE Cl 


REO SOUARE: Industry Night will 
Robbie J (hip-hop). II pm. Free. 

ROZZrS LAKESHORE TAVERN: Ir 

Night. 8 p.m., Free. 

with Dakota (hlp-hopl. 10 p.m.. Fr 

central 

BAGITOS: Open MIc 7 pm.. Free. 


IADI0 BEAN: Gua Gua (psychotropl- 






on Bistro 


refined comfort fooo I at comfortable prices 


Lunch: 11:30-2:30 Thursday-Friday 
Dinner: Tuesday-Saturday 5 p m.-Closing 


www.woodenspoonbistro.( 


It'S all abOUt the music Burllnstons locil ch*ice since 1982 


VERXfNT FEDERAL 


Cherish the Ladies 

December 7, 8 P.M. 

Flynn Mainstage 


DEADLINE TO ENTER 12/5 AT NOON. 
WINNER CONTACTED BY 5 P.M. 
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Small Is Beautiful 

"Short Stories," Edgewater Gallery 



M iddlebury’s Edgewater 
Gallery calls its current 
show “Short Stories,” but 
the title is only partly lit- 
eral. All of the 100-plus works on dis- 
play are indeed short, as in no more than 
a foot or so tall. Many of diem, however, 
do not tell a story, as in a readily com- 
prehensible narrative. 

Phyllis Demong, for example, as- 
sembles found objects into visually 
appealing forms that have no begin- 
ning, middle or 
end. These asym- 
metrical but well- 
balanced arrange- 
ments do have a 
vaguely nostalgic- 
quality. It’s as though random bits of 
tattered material - a lorn tape-measure 
segment, a shard of jagged wood, a dis- 
carded ticket stub — are meant to sug- 
gest fragments of memories. Stenciled 
numbers appear, as well, on some of her 
pieces, perhaps as a personal means of 
cataloguing. 

Carolyn Shattuck does something 
similar by grouping together seem- 
ingly unrelated images and noncomple- 
mentary colors. The effect is somehow 
harmonious, however. In one of her en- 
g ergetic monotypes, which bears some 
t; resemblance to a Jasper Johns collage, 
> Shattuck juxtaposes a cartoonish sil- 
z houette of a gesticulating female with a 
| couple of vaselike shapes and an array 
of background patterns that could be 
wallpaper. The title, “Cocktail Party I,” 
may cause a viewer to nod in “oh-I-see” 
^ agreement. 

5 Edgewater’s curators have includ- 
£ ed a mix of media as well as styles in a 
§ show where physical size is about the 
only common denominator. The qual- 
ity of work also varies widely, as is to be 
w expected when 27 artists, mostly from 
g Vermont and none with big reputations, 
5 are shown side by side. 

8! One of several fiber artists repre- 
sented in "Short Stories" stands out 
not only for her distinctively com- 
posed Vermont landscapes but for 
the technical proficiency required to 
produce them. Deborah Sharpe- Lun- 
stead applies pigmented pulp paper 
| and plant fibers to wet sheets of hand- 
's made paper, causing the image to be 


absorbed into the drying surface. The 
result can be dazzling. 

Cameron Schmitz also depicts rec- 
ognizable Vermont scenes in an oblique 
manner. This talented young artist has 
two sets of works in the show, each de- 
fined by a seasonal palette. 


Green predominates in the first 
grouping of three oils, but the color is 
glimpsed through blue, gray and pur- 
plish streaks resembling rain. Blurry 
tree shapes can be discerned in the dis- 
tance in each of these works. 

In four even smaller paintings, view- 


ers enter a late-autumn forest where 
brown, orange and lime convey a mel- 
ancholy mood. Schmitz knows how 
to combine colors to elicit emotional 
responses, and she’s able to conjure 
moments and places of mystery. She 
sometimes uses these techniques to go 
beyond the representational realm. In 
the last of this four-part series, reading 
from left to right, Schmitz has trans- 
formed tlie dense but dying foliage into 
a swirl of scratchings illuminated by 
a burst of light near the center of the 

Sara Katz can employ her palette to 
evocative ends, as well. With the ex- 
ception of “Charlotte Boat Yard,” an 
impressionist study of masts in a Lake 
Champlain harbor, Katz's pieces are 
noteworthy for the disconnect between 
her cheery yellows and pastels and the 
dreary built environments she takes as 
her subjects. Scenes of distant road- 
ways, passing trains and light poles 
punctuating fiat expanses look like they 
were sketched far from Vermont, even 
though a couple are labeled “Hudson 
Valley.’' 

Katz is working here in Rackstraw 
Downes’ territory. The much older. 
British-born artist also paints gener- 
ally unpeopled tableaux of parking 
lots, highway overpasses and undistin- 
guished buildings, looking for beauty 
amid the ordinary. Katz’s hazy render- 
ings, however, are far less sharply de- 
fined than Downes’ photo-realism. In 
fact, a smudgy element highlighted in 
one of her titles - “Burned Building" 
— may be glimpsed only in the far dis- 
tance, if at all. 

Katz's objective forms can also be 
conspicuous without necessarily being 
decipherable. That’s not actually a row 
of Santas riding go-karts in “Canadian 
Highway," is it? Either way, Katz quali- 
fies as one of the artists in this eclectic 
show whose works do tell stories, or at 
least resemble brightly lit stills from a 

KEVIN J. KELLEY 
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TALKS & 
EVENTS 


FIRSTFRIDAY ART WALK: More 



DR. SKETCHY'S ANTI-ART 
SCHOOL Artists age 16 and up 



p.m. RLPhoto Studio. Burlington. 


PHYLLIS CHASE. -Vermont; InSde 
and Out- a retrospective of paint- 
ings and prints. Through December 
21 at Kellogg-Hubbard Library in 
Montpelier, inlo. 223-3338. An 

December3, 7-9;30 p.m Kellogg 

POP-UP BOUTIQUE OPENING loast 
the ope ning of Roselle Artwear. 

Roselle Abramowltr. At Well Heeled In 
Stowe. Reception: Friday. Decembers, 

SEBASTIAAN BREMER TheNeW 


BCA Center's 'Outdoor Excursions' 
exhibit discusses the photographs 
he manipulates with inkand acrylics. 
Wednesday, November 3a 5:30 p.m„ 
Williams Hall, UVM Burlington. Info. 


HOLIDAY SALE & RECEPTION: Work 



crerts and fine art by local artists 
Through December 30 at Studo Place 
Arts In Barie. The 'Mad Wrapper- returns 
to put acreatlve finlshlngtoudi onSRA 
gfts: Satu rtiay.December3 noon-3 pm 
Info. 479-7069. 



985-3458. 


NICX MAYER The painter andblologlst 
welcomes the public Into hS studio to 
see Ns watercolor HlustratlonsolFish 
and other wildlife. Sunday. December 
4. noon-5 p.m„ Escape Studo Lincoln. 


MIOOLEBURY STUDIO SCHOOL 




'A CHILD'S DELIGHT': Antique toys 
and games, historic photographs 
and holiday decorations, plus 



14 at Henry Sheldon Museum of 



CHAMPUMN ISLANDS HOLIDAY 


E-mail lmtheriglitplocelPgmall.com 



Burlington Inlo. 540-0223. 



RECEPTIONS 

ANNUAL HOLDAY GROUP EXHBIT 

A constantly evolving display of 

Reception: Friday. December 2 5-8 
p.m. Info. 863-6458. 





Burlington. The gallery opens lor a 

p.m. Reception: Saturday. December 
3, 5-9 p.m I nib. 540-6376. 

DECEMBER FEATURED ARTISTS 

Cut-papercreadons by Nicole Bregant: 

landscape and portrait photography 

3 1 at North End Studio A in Buriington 
Reception Friday, December25-7p.m 

LORRAINE REYNOLDS & USA 
ULLIB RIDGE: Mixed-media 
assemblages by Reynolds: painted 



Johnsbury. Reception: Fr 


FESTIVAL OFTREES AUGHT A 
MEMBERS SHOW: Community 
decorated evergreens and Hanukkah 

2 through 31 at Helen Day Art Center in 
257pm Info 253-83 SB* 


collaged postcards that the artist has 
madeand sent outover the past 20 

Jericho. Recepdon: Sunday. December 
4. 2-4 pm Info. 899-32TL 


works by the Cornwall nonagenarian: 
'SHORT STORIES': Small works 
under $500. December I through 31 
at Edgewater Gal lery In Mddlebury. 
Reception: Friday. December 257 
p.m Info. 45 8-00 98. 


HOLIDAY MINIATURE SHOW: Small 





FRANGLAIS: The De 




collaboratlvely and Independendy 
by the art duo. December 2 through 

In Buriington. Recepdon: Friday. 
December 2 5-Bpm Info. 660-900S. 



LORIN OUCKMAN: God Faces 




BUY ART 

£ 

uuuuj.0arhroom6allerg.com 
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nr-ing 

JOBS! 


" Follow us 
for the newest: 

twitter.com/ 

SevenDaysJobs 
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B arbara Zucker can’t help herself. When, 
through the windshield of her car, she 
spots an animal swooping down above her 
or darting through the trees, the 71-year-old 
sculptor shouts a giddy, “Hi!" 

Zucker. who assures a small audience at the University 
of Vermont!® Special Collections that she is, despite her 
impulsive animal salutations, a mature person, began 
documenting those fleeting encounters in 1996. For the 
next three years, on long drives between New York City, 
Philadelphia and her home in Burlington, she had a 
simple mission: Record all the animals she saw. 
Guidelines kept things interesting: "No roadkill, 
no ctows, no sparrows," Zucker explains. Some 
days she'd get lucky' — such as the time she drove 
through a cloud of monarch butterflies — others, 
she’d see nothing. 

It was a kind of car game, largely motivated 
by the monotony of die highway. Zucker took 
notes while she drove. ”1 know I was a danger 
to die road." she admits. But it was worth it. 

Twenty years later, the result is her new artist 
book. Animal Sightings. 

Over the past few decades, Zucker has 
exhibited at the Whitney Museum of American 
Art in New York, the Brooklyn Museum and the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, among many other 
national and international venues. She's lived in 
Burlington since she began teaching art at UVM 
in 1979, hence all that time on the road. 

Only 10 copies of the limited-edition 
book have been printed. Each of their 55 
pages features carefully composed markings 
representing different animals. A green-and- 
brown dot represents a mallard, for example. 

A tan mark severed by a single red line 
representsa deer Zucker witnessed navigating 
traffic on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. “I knew 
it was going to die." she says. 

She made some of the markings fuzzy to 
the touch with flocking, "a kind of joyously 
vulgar material," she says, pointing out that it’s 
often found on the bottoms of trophies or in 
steakhouse decor. "I’ve always loved the stuff" 

It was warm and tactile enough to serve as a 
metaphor for feathers or fur and to remind 
people of Dorothy Kunhardt’s classic children’s 
book Pat the Bunny. 

A single orange marking graces the cover 
of each book, situated so that, when all 10 are 
lined up, the dots create the meandering path 
of animal tracks. As soon as Zucker sold a book, 
she knew, the path would be broken forever - 
just as tracks in nature are ephemeral "Once 
it rains or once the snow goes away, you never see them 

Throughout the process, Zucker says, "I was trying to 
capture what couldn’t be captured.” 

A walk through her Burlington studio offers a mini-ret- 
rospective, including the first piece Zucker made for'Time 
Signatures," a series of sculptures analogous to the wrin- 
kles on women’s faces. She lias gone on to re-create the 
crow's feet and laugh lines of friends and famous women 
— among them Rosa Parks, Georgia O’Keeffe, Isak Dinesen, 
Lucy Lippard and Linda Nochlia But, to begin the project 
in 1998, she modeled in spidery steel the topography of her 


Wild 

Kingdom 

Eyewitness: Barbara Zucker 

BY MEGAN JAMES 


TO ME, THAT'S A GIFT. 


own neck. "1 thought 1 would start with myself since that's 
where the trouble began,” she says dryly. 

Taken out of context, Zucker found, the wrinkles 
could be as beautiful as the "meandering paths rivers 
cut through the land, ice cracking on a frozen lake or the 
surface of the earth in timesofdrought.” 

Scattered throughout her studio are pieces from 
another series. "For Beauty's Sake,” which she began in 
1989 Abstract forms represent body parts before and 
after plastic surgery A wide steel “W” shape placed above 
a similar "W” with its ends severed so all that’s left is a 
crack is called "Liposuction: Buttocks.” 

A lot of Zucker's friends were getting plastic 
surgery back in the late '80s. "1 was shocked at 
how rapidly it was becoming currency," she says. 

Zucker, who grew up on the outskirts of 
Philadelphia, has always been an artist Her first 
drawing, at age 6, was inspired by her childhood 
idol the Norwegian figure skater Sonja Honic. 
whom Zucker saw perform at the Ice Capades. 

As she got older, Zucker continued to 
draw, but she was also interested in dance and 
theater. So, rather than go to art school she got 
her undergraduate degree from the University 
of Michigan. That’s where she took her first 
sculpture class and where her instructor, 
abstract expressionist sculptor Joseph Goto, 
told her, dirough clenched teeth, “You have to 
learn to fight." 

She admits she’s not sure if she ever did. But 
sculpture appealed to her. “You got your hands 
in it" she says. “It was palpable. It was real. You 
could confront it and move it” 

Before the plastic surgery series. Zucker’s 
work was not linked, as it has been since, to 
cultural issues. In the case of her book, that 
issue is “the loss of our environment.” She 
stresses, however, that the book isn’t dark. "I 
wanted it to be about hope," she says. 

"lfl’mdrivingandlseeaswanonsome body 
of water, to me, that's a gift,” Zucker explains. 
“I’ve communed with nature, even though it’s 
through a windshield." 

Zucker sees her flocked marks as a kind of 
hieroglyphics. They may be abstract, but they’re 
definitely not random. For each mark that made it 
into the book, she threw out many. There arc good 
blobs and bad blobs, she notes, just as, in drawing, 
“there are lines that speak; they're alive, and then 
there are lines that have nothing going on." 

Animal Sightings represents a departure for 
Zucker. not just because it’s her first artist book, 
but because it draws directly from the natural 
world for inspiration. “When I was a young 
person starting out as an artist, I wanted to see 
as much [art] as possible, to feed my head," she says. “As 
1 get older, the way 1 want to be fed has changed." These 
days, nature nourishes her as much as a trip to the Met 
might have in the past. 

Still, she values her place in the art world. "Sometimes 
going to galleries is like taking my vitamins," she says. "I 
don't have the same excitement as in the car, waving at a 
hawk." ® 


Qcall S98-S342 oT email lnfo0lkpeal.com. 


BARBARA ZUCKER 
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REGIONAL BOX OFFICE 

in person: 153 Main St., Burlington 
by phone: 802-86-FLYNN, v/relay • online: www.flynntix.org 


JUST ANNOUNCED AND ON SALE 

12/1 0 SAI Bullng Ion Brawl @ Memorial Auditorium 

1/14 SAI The Bengsons: 'Music horn Hundred Days' @ FlymSpote 

1/28 SAI What's Alive Inside? @ Choce A4III, Suite 2S0 

2/7 IUE Sesame Street Lwe (2/7*8) @ Flynn AtoinStoge 

2/21 TUt "Stand up. Sit Down & lough" @ FlynnSpoce 


DECEMBER 201 1 

1 2/1 1HU Warren Millet's 'Like There's No lomotiow" (12/1-2) @ Flynn MainStoge 
1 2/1 THU Cosmic Wine Tasting @ Burlington City Arts Firehouse Gallery 
12/2 FB Hurricane Irene Benefit Dance @lhe Old lantern, CWolte 
1 2/2 F H Missy Mazzoli and Vidaire @ F lynnSpoce 

1 2/2 FH Moira Smiley and VOCO @ University of Vermont Reciol Hoi 

1 2/2 F H WIN1AFEST: PUSHAT with Die Bond/Rocke Fresh @ Grand Maple Ballroom, Dudey H. Davis Center, UVM 
12/3 SAI Robert Glosper @ FlynnSpoce 

1 2/3 SAI Bella Voce Women's Chorus: "Christmas nourish' Concert (12/3-4) @ First Baptist Church 

1 2/4 SUN Vermont Youth Orclestm: 'Orchestropoloozo' @ Flynn MainStoge 

12/4 TUt Jim Brickmon ©Flynn AteinStoge 

12/7 WED Cherish the Indies: 'A CeAic Christmas" ©Flynn MamSlnge 

12/7 WED Vermont SlogeConpmy: -Winter Tolos" (12/7-1 1) © FlynnSpoce 

I2/9FRI The Rose Ensemble @ Univeisity of Vermont Realol Hoi 

1 2/10 SAI Vermont Symphony Orchestra: "Holiday Pops' @ Flynn MainStoge 

1 2/10 SAT Burlington Brawl @ Memorial Auditorium 

1 2/1 1 SUN Nebraska Theatre Caravort 'AChristmos Coral* @ Flynn MonSloge 

1 2/1 1 SUN Novvell Sing We Oeor @ Unitorion Universolist Soaety of Burlington 

1 2/14 WED Nene Love: 'low for He Holidays'® Flynn MainStoge 

12/14 FRI Oriono Singes @ Cofcge Street Congregate nal Ouch 

1 2/17 SAI Vermont's Own 'Nutaocker' (12/1 7-1 8) ® Flym ManStoge 

12/17 SAI Jane Boxoll ~ Solo Marimba @ FlynnSpoce 

12/17 SAI Vermont Youth Orchestra: "Chorus ond Concert Chonie' @ EHey-long Music Center ot 
Saint Michael's Colege, Colcheslei 

12/17 SAI National Marionette Iheotie's 'Rnocdio' (12/17-18) ©Moil Sheet loading Block Box Theatre 
12/19 MON FlynnAils Show Owes (12/19-201® FlynnSpoce 
1 2/20 TIK Holiday Cheer Concert with Bello Voce @ Al Souls Interfaith Gathering, Shetiume 
1 2/30 FBI RyonMonlblecu Bard (12/3031) ©The ftrsty Nod Bor & Grille. Stowe 
1 2/31 SAI Rockin' New Year's Eve @ Sheraton BurSnglon Corfetence Center 
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DARLENE LOVE 

'LOVE FOR THE HOLIDAYS' 


to ami Ctretna speed fluol m 

netMMmwSliwail 

itr h/ntofcdi vote at PHI SpoOnY 
He\ i hU, lb Dm fan Han, out ohm. 


Northern Vermont's primary source of tickets 
for performing arts and summer festivals 
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BURL) NGTON-AREA ART SHOWS « P.B1 


central 

ART RESOURCE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL SHOW 

Montpelier. Into. B2B-8743. 

BUNDLE OF JOY': Artwork and craft on sale for the 
holidays, through January 21 at Nuance Gallery in 
Windsor. Info. 674-9616. 

DAVID BUMBECK: Bronze sculpture and Intaglio 
prints: JOHN & KATE PENWAROEN: Photographs 
of post-Irene Rochester: THE SMALL GREAT 
ART WALL Work under $1000 by gallery 
artists. Through January IS at BigTown Gallery in 
Rochester. Info, 767-9670. 



HOLIDAY ARTISANS BAZAAR Gifts from more 
than 50 Juried New England artists, craftspeople 
and specialty food producers. Ih rough December 

JAN GHIRINGHELLI A PHILLIP ROBERTSON: Paint 

JOY HUCKINS-NOSS: "The Texture of Light' 
pleln air paintings. Through December 29 at 


KARI MEYER: Play of Light' contemporary land- 
Kapes^Th rough December 31 at Capitol Grounds In 



REBECCA BEISSWENGER-MAXF1EL0& MARCELLA 
ROSE MILNE: Paintings by motherand daughter. 



'THE HISTORY OF GODDARD COLLEGE: AN ERA 
OF GROWTH. EXPANSION ANO TRANSITIONS, 
1960 - 1969 ': An exhibit of photographs historical 
records, college papers. Interviews and video 
recordings that focuson the college s response to 
the rapid growth of the 1960s in the Eliot D. Pratt 

In Plainfield. Info. 454- 8311. 


ch am plain valley 

BACKSTAGE AT THE RAINBOW CATTLE CO.: THE 
DRAG QUEENS OF DUMMERSTON. VERMONT' 


of BratUeboro. Through December 4 at Vermont 
Fdkllfe Center In Mlddlebury. Inlb. 388-4964. 


'EXHIBITOF GINGERBREAO CREATIONS' 

at Chaffee Art Center in Rutland. Info. 775-0356. 


KATRA KINDAR: 'Les Blcyclettesde Paris.' 
Studlo/Gal lery I n Vergenn esJnfo. 985-1 014. 

'LET IT SNOWI LET IT SNOW! LET ITSNOW!': 

or less plus handcrafted holiday ornaments 
Through January 31 at Brandon Artists' Gui Id. Info, 


PAINTED METAPHORS: POTTERY AND POLITICS 
OF THE ANCIENT MAYA': Nineteen ChamS 




‘Backstage at 
the Rainbow 
Cattle Co.: 

The Drag Queens 
ofDummerston, 
Vermont’ 

Ever wonder what it takes to transform a 
Vermont Yankee manajjjr into a bedazzled 
drag queen? Now* your last chance to 
catch a glimpse and hear the voices 
— of Miss Kitty Rawhide, Miss Candi 
Schtick, Miss Sophia Penelope Precious, 
Miss Mercedes Roulette and Miss Mama 
Mayhem at the Vermont Folklife Center 
in Middlebury. Over the course of two 
years, photographer Erie Lovett captured 
black-and-white images of the primping 
queens as they lovingly applied lipstick 
and adjusted their panty hose. "1 came 
to deeply respect these men (and one 
woman) for being in touch with who they 
are,” writes Lovett “Knowing them has 
prompted me to ask myself, ‘How do / let 
my hair down's"” Through December 4. 
Pictured: "Mercedes Roulette on the Sink." 








Phyllis Chase 

What^ a plein-air painter to do when the 

In 2002, during a particularly frigid 
season, Phyllis Chase retreated to her 
Maple Comer studio and tried her hand 
at still lifes and interiors. After many years 

to fall in love with "interior landscapes." 
Now. she paints indoor scenes filled with 
the evidence of warmth: teacups, books, 
chairs arranged to accommodate a friend. 
Chase aims to portray, "in an intimate and 
romantic way," she writes on her website, 
“how we live.” Her show, "Vermont: Inside 
and Out," which also includes outdoor 
landscapes, is at Montpelier's Kellogg- 
Hubbard Library through December 
21. Pictured: “A Slice of Montpelier, 
With Coffee." 



regional 

BILL CROSBY: 'environmental Gestures ' abstract 

Plattsburgh.N.Y. Info. 518-SB3-I604. 

NATIVE AMERICAN ART AT DARTMOUTH: 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HOOD MUSEUM OF ART: 



January 15 at Plattsburgh State Art Museum N* . 
Info 518-564-2474.® 


SPRUCE PEAK 

Performing 
arts Center 

122 UourclassDr I .Slow 


FRI17/Z • 8PM 

THE 

ROBERT CRAY 
BAND 

>. 'y-r'r'- ~rrr 1 

* * * ‘ withDsMdBenoilAi 




SAT 12/3 • 8PM 

A CHARLIE BROWN 
CHRISTMAS 
WITH DAVID BENOIT 


SUN 1Z0 6 • 7PM 

JINGLE 

BELL 

ROCK 



UPCOMING EVENTS: 

12/10: HIP HOP NUTCRACKA 12/28: CIRCO COMEDIA 


12/16: JINGLE BELL ROCK 
12/17: A SEASON WITH SKI 
MOUNTAINEER 
CHRIS DAVENPORT 


12/29: SOME ENCHANTED EVENING: 
THE SONGS OF ROGERS 
& HAMMERSTEIN 
12/30: ANAlS MITCHELL 


Box Office: 802.760.4634 
SprucePeakArts.org 





movies 


The Descendants ★★★ 



H ow to account for the virtually 
universal acclaim director Alex- 
ander Payne has received for his 
first film in the seven years since 
Sideways ? One possibility, it's occurred to me, 
is that many critics haven't watched Sideways 
in something close to seven years. That might 
begin to explain the baffling glut of reviews 
hailing The Descendants as its equal. 

Which it is not by a long shot. Don't get 
me wrong: It's a smarter-than-average soap 
opera with its share of dandy dialogue and 
fine performances, but a glorified soap opera 

for something more, of course, is that it stars 
George Clooney. As we learned earlier this 
year with the release of The Ides of March. 
howewr, the actor's presence is no longer the 
cinemadc Good Housekeeping sea! it once was. 

He plays Matt King, a Honolulu attorney 
and unlikely land baron. King's extended 
family is descended from the first white hao- 
les who colonized the islands in the 19th cen- 
tury. For reasons never made clear, he's the 


generations, and his cousins are pressuring 
him to sell to developers. 

King wrestles with his conscience 
over the matter, but that's suddenly just 

when his wife Elizabeth (Patricia Hastie) 
is thrown from a speeding boat and winds 
up in a coma. The father of two troubled, 
spirited daughters, King is a self-described 
"backup parent,'' ill equipped to juggle his 
wife's imminent demise and the emotional 
needs of his kids. Dvo of the picture’s most 

Amara Miller as 10-year-old Scottie and 
Shailene Woodley as 17-year-old Alex. A 
real find, Woodley may well prove to be this 
year's Jennifer Lawrence. 

Just when Clooney): character figures 
life can't possibly get any messier, he learns 
that Elizabeth has been cheating on him 
and was planning to ask for a divorce. The 
scene that follows this revelation is typical 
of the sort of stylistic misstep Payne makes 
throughout the movie. In a sequence fea- 
tured prominently in the pictured trailer and 
TV spots, the cuckolded husband bolts from 


runs through his 
neighborhood to 
the home of his 
wife's best friend 
(Mary Birdsong) 

off-key note is 
struck not long af- 
terward. when King tracks Elizabeth's mar- 
ried lover to a rented seaside bungalow and 
conducts bug-eyed surveillance from behind 
a hedge. These absuidist, almost Coenesque 
touches feel as far out of place in the story as 
do the weepy, highly sentimental moments 
the filmmaker stages between Matt and his 
unconscious mate near the finale. 

Payne's latest works best when it treads 
the middle ground and focuses on the King 
family’s dysfunctional attempt to grapple 
with its meltdown. Based on Kaui Hart Hem- 
mings' 2007 novel and adapted by Payne, Nat 
Faxon and Jim Rash, the script serves up a 
lunu of rib-ticklers, but the filmmaker for 
some reason tends to bury them in the mix. 


several of the funniest lines during my third 
viewing. 

So, sure, if you can get past all the heart 
tugging, life lessons and by-the-numbers 
bonding, there are a handful of amusingly 
offbeat developments and decent laughs 
here. At the same time, this is anything but a 
career topper for its director or star. 

The high points arise from interactions 
with and among the junior members of the 
cast - including Nick Krause as Alex’s vari- 
ously daffy and sage surfer boyfriend, Sid. 
Though, I suppose, it should prove no sur- 
prise that the pithiest moments in a big- 
screen soap come courtesy of the young and 
the resdess. 

RICK KISONAK 
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The Muppets ★★★7 



I f you grew up in the '70s or early '80s, 
there's a good chance you knew about 
Gonzo the Great long before you heard 
of gonzo journalism. You mimicked 
£ Miss Piggy's “Hi-ya!" battle cry before you 
a ever saw a martial-arts film, and rocked out 
t*j to Dr. Teeth and the Electric Mayhem before 
Sj you ever went to a show. 

Kids of that era who grew out of "Sesame 
Street" by kindergarten often kept a soft spot 
for the Muppets. because the Muppets fell 

° your mom’s soft-spoken postdivorce beau 

groups but secretly hated them. Miss Piggy 
was your suddenly flamboyantly feminist 
aunt. All those puppets winked at the audi- 
ence and mocked tired variety-show conven- 
£ tions, making kids feel cool in the golden age 
o of "Saturday Night Live." But the Muppets 
u never lost their soft, idealistic side - they 
jjj were made of felty stuff after all. 

Actor Jason Segel is one kid who never 
grew out of the Muppets So he grew up and. 
with writer Nicholas Stoller, pitched Disney 
on a new-generation Muppet movie. The 
result, directed by James Bobin, is a sweet 
^ comedy that could, given the right shared 
; family sensibilities, entertain kids and parents 

§ equally. The Muppets breaks no new ground, 
3 hut it's no betrayal of Jim Henson): legacy, ei- 


ther. Our heroes still express their feelings in 
the endearingly lumpy, twitchy way of hand 
puppets, not with the faux-human plasticity 
of computer animations. And that, paradoxi- 
cally, makes them seem more human. 

stars as Gary, a small-town lad whose broth- 
er, for reasons never cl arified , is of the Mup- 
pet persuasion. Walter, the Muppet boy who 
will never grow up, has the runty wanness of 
Michael Cera (puppeteer Peter Linz actually 


used the actor os a model). But he perks up 
when he starts watching old tapes of “The 
Muppet Show" and learns that Muppethood 
was once totally hip. 

Gary, Walter and Gary’s long-suffering 
girlfriend. Maty (Amy Adams), make their 
way to Los Angeles, where they discover the 
run-down Muppet Theater about to fall prey 
to a ruthless developer (Chris Cooper). The 
Muppets. meanwhile, have scattered hither 
and yon, as cultural icons of yesteryear tend 


to do; Kermit is holed up in his mansion. Piggy 
working at Paris Vogue. It's up to Walter, Gary 
and Mary to reunite the gang and save the the- 
ater by - what else? putting on a show. 

Classic Hollywood plot? Check. Guest 
stars with current cultural cred? Check. 
(Adult viewers will appreciate pop-ins from 
the likes of Zach Galifianakis and Sarah Sil- 
verman.) Silly slapstick gags? Check. Origi- 
nal musical and dance numbers, wittily 
staged? Check, though not enough of them. 
Laughs inexplicably wrung from the word- 
less rendition of an overexposed pop song by 
chicken puppets? Check. 

The movie's joy is infectious; Segel and 
Adams seem to be having the time of their 
lives. Still, in the filmmakers' eagerness 
to give all the old characters their due, the 
pathos of Walter’s coming-of-age story gets 
a bit lost. His yearning to restore his idols 

viewers' need to know their past still mat- 
ters; kiddie TV sensations come and go. but 
Muppets endure. 

But do they? Do today's kids feel that 
shiver down their spines when they hear 
the opening notes of “The Rainbow Connec- 
tion,” or do they just wish they were watch- 
ing something involving squeaky-voiced CGI 
critters? Time, and the box office, will teU. 

MARGOT HARRISON 
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NEW IN THEATERS 

MELANCHOLIA: Director Lars von Trier 
goes apocalyptic with this tale of a severely 
depressed young woman (Kirsten Dunst) 
who discovers that she can function better 

mdanger. With Charlotte Gainsbourg, Kiefer 
Sutherland and Alexander Skarsgard. (130 

TAKE SHELTER: Michael Shannon plays a 
man driven to extremes by visions of an 
apocalyptic storm beanng down on his family 
in this fest-favorite drama from writer-director 
Jeff (Shotgun Stories) Nichols. With Jessica 
Chastain and Shea Whigham. (120 min. R. 
Roxy) 

NOW PLAYING 

SO/ SO***** Seth Rogen and Joseph 
Gordon-Levltt play two good friends grappling 
with thediscovery that oneof them has 

Kendrick, Bryce Dallas Howard and Anjelica 
Huston. (100 min, R. Roxy: ends 12/1) 

ARTHUR christmas***i/2 This family 
comedy-adventure from Aardman Animation 
(of the Wallaces. Gromit films) explores the 

With the voices of James McAvoy, Bill Nighy 

directed. (97 min. PG. Bijou. Essex (3-D). 
Majestic [3-D], Marquis. Palace. Paramount 
(3-01 Stowe. Welden) 

THE DESCENDANTS*** George Clooney 
plays a Hawaiian grappling with family 
transitions after his wife suffers an accident 

(Sideways) Payne. With Beau Bridges and 
Judy Greer. (115 min, R. Palace) 

HAPPY FEET TWO **1/2 in this sequel to the 
animated hit. a tap-dancing penguin tries to 
win his son's respect as they face a threat to 
their Antarctic world. With the voices of Elijah 
Wood. Matt Damon and Brad Pitt. George 
Miller directed. (99 min. PG. Big Picture. 

Bijou. Capitol 1 3-D) Essex |3-D1 Majestic |3-D1 
Marquis, Palace, Stowe) 

HUGO**** Martin Scorsese changed 
pace to direct this fantastical family tale of 

book The Invention of Hugo Cabret. With Asa 
Butterfield. Ben Kingsley. Sacha Baron Cohen 
and Chloe Moretz. (127 mm. PG. Essex (3-D). 
Majestic [3-D], Palace. Roxy) 

IMMORTALS** Set in ancient Greece, this 
adventure tries to recapture the magic (and 
box office) of 300 with Henry Cavil) as the 
Titan-fighting hero Theseus. Mythology nerds, 
get out your red pens. With Stephen Dorff 
Mickey Rourlte and Freida Pinto. Tarsem (The 
Fall) Singh directed. (110 min, R. Capitol (3-D1 
Essex. Majestic [3-D]) 
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J. EDGAR*** Clint Eastwood directed 

and career of FBI director J. Edgar Hoover 
(Leonardo OiCaprlo). With Naomi Watts. Judi 
Dench and Armie Hammer. (137 min. R. Capitol, 
Essex. Majestic. Palace. Roxy) 


JACK AND JILL* Ml 


obnoxious female twin. With Katie Holmes 
and Al Pacino. Dennis (Grown Ups) Dugan 
directed. (91 min, PG. Bijou. Capitol, Essex 
Majestic, Palace. Welden) 

JANE'S J0URNEY**l/2 Lorenz KnauerS 

75-year -old primatologist turned passionate 
planetary defender, Angelina Jolie and Pierce 
Brosnan show up. (107 min, NR, Savoy: ends 
12/1) 

LIKE CRAZY***1/Z A young couple struggles 
with separation after visa issues force her to 




Anton Yelchin, Felicity Jones and Jennifer 
Lawrence. (B9 min. PG-13. Roxy) 


MARGIN CALL*** J.C. Chandor wrote and 
directed this fictional thriller about real-life 
scary stuff: It takes us inside an investment 
firm on the brink of the 2008 financial crisis. 
With Kevin Spacey.Zachary Quinto.Paul 
Bettany. Jeremy Irons and Demi Moore. (105 
min, R. Roxy, Savoy) 

MARTHA MARCY MAY MARLENE**** A 

young woman struggles to readjust to "nor- 
mal' life after fleeing a cult in this acclaimed 
psychological thriller from writer-director 

Paulson and John Hawkes. (120 min. R. Roxy) 


THE MUPPETS* **1/2 A threatto their 
theater reunites Kermit Miss Piggy. Gonzo and 
the other fuzzy folk in this kids'-adventure- 
slash-Gen-X-nostalgia-fest from Disney and 
director James Bobia Jason Segel. Amy Adams 
and Chris Cooper play the human roles. (98 
min. PG. Bijou, Capitol. Essex Majestic. Palace) 


PUSS IN BOOTS*** The swashbuckling 
fearsome feline goes after the goose with 
the golden eggs in DreamWorks' animated 
prequel -slash-spinoff of the Shrek films. With 
the voices of Antonio Sanderas. Salma Hayek 
and Zach Galifianakis. Chris Miller directed. 
(90 min. PG. Capitol. Essex (3-D). Majestic 
(3-D), Palace) 


TOWER HEIST** Workers at a luxury condo 
tower plot to get their own back from the 
resident Wall Street billionaire who stole their 
retirement funds in this caper comedy from 
director Brett (Rush Hour) Ratner. Ben Stiller. 
Eddie Murphy and Alan Alda star. (104 min. 
PG-13. Capitol. Majestic. Marquis. Palace) 


THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN. 

the sparkly-vampireweddlng ceremony and 
impregnation we've all been waltlngfor. Just 
dont bring nonswoony sentiments to the 

(Robert Pattinson). Bill (Dreamgirts) Condon 
directed. (117 min, PG13. Big Picture. Bijou. 
Essex. Majestic. Marquis, Palace, Paramount 
Roxy, Stowe, Welden) 

THE WAY*** A grieving father (Martin 
Sheen) follows in his sons footsteps on 
the Camino de Santiago de Compostela pil- 

writer-director Emilio Estevez. With Deborah 
Kara U nger and Yotick van Wageningen. (H5 
min. NR, Roxy. Savoy) 
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NEW ON VIDEO 

30 MINUTES OR LESS*1/2 Jesse Eisenberg 
plays a pizza delivery boy pulled into a 
not-so-genius bank robbery plot In this action 
comedy from director Ruben ( Zombieland ) 
Fleischer. With NickSwardson. Danny McBride 
and Aziz Ansari. (83 mm. R) 

ANOTHER EARTH***1/Z When an apparent 
twin of our planet appears In the sky. a young 
woman sees it as an opportunity to correct a 
terrible mistake In this indie drama from first- 
time director Mike Cahill. With Brit Marling 
and William Mapother. (9Zmin. PG-13) 

CAVE OF FORGOTTEN DREAMS**l/2 In his 
latest one-of-a-kind documentary. Werner 
Herzog explores the Chauvet cave of Southern 
France and trains his camera on amazingly 
well-preserved artwork of the Paleolithic 
penod. (95 min. PG) 

FRIENDS WITH BENEFITS***Two friends 
(Justin Timberlake and Mila Kunis) decide to 
share their movie-star-attractive bodies with 
each other and discover that — gasp! — the 
new relati onshl p I s more tha n t hey bargai ned 
for. With Patricia Clarkson, Jenna Elfman. 
Woody Harrelson and Emma Stone. Alex Gluck 
directed. (109 min. R) 

THE FUTURE: A thirtysomething couple 
confronts the idea of adult responsibility as 
they prepare to adopt a pet in this indie drama 


from artist-writer-filmmaker Miranda July, 
who stars with Hamish Linldater. (91 min, R. 
Read Margot Harrison's review this Friday on 
our staff blog Blurt.) 

ONE DAY * *1/2 Anne Hathaway and Jim 
Sturgess play a maybe-couple who spend 

anniversary for the next 20 years in this 

Patricia Clarkson. Lone Scherfig directed. (108 
min, PG-13) 

OUR IDIOT BROTHER*** InhlSlatest 
comedy, Paul Rudd plays against type as a 

Banks Rashida Jones and Zooey Deschanel. 


THE SMURFS*l/2The little blue dudes accus- 
tomed to inhabiting a magical land of limited 
vocabulary find themselves in present-day 
NYC in this live-action/anlmatlon hybrid. With 

contributing the voice of Smurfette. Raja 
Gosnell directed. (86 min. PG) 


TUCKER & DALE VS. EVIL: A pair of good- 
hearted rednecks find themselves In a terrible 
misunderstanding with some meddling 
college students in this horror spoof from 


THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOVIE quiz 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 
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KEY INGREDIENTS Key art is another term for 

a movie poster or one-sheet. What we’ve got for you this week are 
six examples minus their most important part. These pictures may 
not all be worth a thousand words, but coming up with their missing 
titles may just be worth dinner and a movie for two... 




Are you anxious or jumpy? Withdrawn? 
Not enjoying things? Can’t sleep? 

FREE PTSD TREATMENT STUDY 
FOR 0IF/0EF VETERANS 


Weill Cornell Medical College and Universily of Vermont College of 
Medicine are seeking adults for a research study of treatment for 
posttraumatic stress disorder. Receive 12 FREE and CONFIDENTIAL 
individual therapy sessions via videoconferencing, plus either a low-dose 
antibiotic (D-Cycloserine) or placebo. We are testing whether psychotherapy 
plus this drug is more effective than psychotherapy alone. 

Interested? Call Dr. Megan Olden at 212-821-0786 
(meo9011@med.cornell.edu) or Dr. Terry Rabinowitz, 
at 802-847-4727 for a free evaluation. 


Weill Cornell Medical College IRB protocol no. 0802009646, approved 05/02/2008. 



Friday, December 2nd 
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

Evening Shopping & Entertainment 



Take good care of it 
with chiropractic 


This moment brought 
to you by your spine. 



359 Turtle Lane, Shelburne 802-985-2827 
www.lakcchamplainwaldorfschool.org 






Curses, Foiled Again 

Police in Portland. Ore., 
found it worth their while 
to raid a residence for sus- 
pected drug activity after 

listed the dealers' names and 
address. Lt, Robert King said 
officers who searched the 
home found nearly 20 grams 
of marijuana, more than 10 
grams of heroin, a sawed-off 
shotgun, thousands of dol- 

for a methamphetamine 
lab. They arrested six adults 
inside the home during the 
raid. (Portland's KGW-TV) 
Sean Faulkner, 38. ordered 
a Reuben sandwich at a 
Pittsburgh, Pa., tavern and 
then ran off without paying, 
according to police, who 
were able to apprehend him 
when he tried to make his 
getaway on a stolen forklift. 
Noting that Faulkner never 
made it out of the parking 

trouble was not being able 
to put the forklift in reverse 
gear. (Associated Press) 

Forgotten Memories 

ding photos were delivered. 

New Yorker Todd J. Remis 
wants H & 11 Photography 
to return the $4400 he 
paid, plus pay him another 
$48,000 to restage the entire 
wedding and fly the partici- 
pants to New York so another 
photographer can reshoot 
the missing scenes, including 
the bouquet loss. Since filing 
his suit in 2000. he and his 
bride, Milena Grzibovska, 
have divorced, and she is 
thought to have returned to 
Latvia. "It was unfortunate 

said, “but we are very much 
happy with the wedding 
event, and we would like to 
have it documented for eter- 
nity, for us and our families." 

When the case finally 

Justice Doris Ling-Cohan 
of State Supreme Court in 
Manhattan dismissed most 
of the grounds, such as 
“infliction of emotional dis- 

ceed to determine whether 
there was a breach of con- 
tract. (New York Times) 
Deflated Pleasure 
The Oklahoma Supreme 
Court ruled that former 
Creek County District Judge 
Donald D. Thompson, who 
was caught using a penis 
pump to gratify himself 
while presiding over jury 


ected to fulfill their foreign garage of a former friend. The 


posure, isn’t entitled to his 
S7789-a-montli pension. 
“Court reporters observed 
the felonious exposure of 

parts, and testified to the fact 
during the criminal trial,” the 
court wrote. “Those felonies 
violated Mr. Thompson's 
oath of office." (Oklahoma 
City's Oklahoman ) 

When Guns Are 
Outlawed 

Having stabbed two previ- 
ous defense attorneys with 
pencils, Joshua Monson. 28. 

and promptly stabbed him 


Snohomish County (Wash.) 
Superior Court Judge David 
Kurtz told Monson he had 


Monson strapped to a chair 
and denied him access to 
any writing implements. 
The judge then instructed 


language requir 
learning sign language Fans 
in the stands often show 
their support by using their 


> forir 


the I 


"O,” for Oregon. 

American Sign Language 
class, the players learned 
that the two-handed, spade- 
shaped sign represents 
the word vagin 


the 


and I 


its, the attack and the did it again,” running back 


The Big O 

A traditional football cheer 
at the University of Oregon 


Slightest 

Provocation 

Police in Des Moines, Iowa, 
charged Jennifer Christine 


y players who they said she se 


told investigators “the two 
are no longer friends due tc 
a dispute over Faeebook." 
Detective Jack Kamerick 
said, “Jen asked Nikki to 
create on event on Faeebook 
for a party. Nikki did that. 
As the date for the part ap- 
proached, there were a lot 
of 'declines' on Faeebook. It 
was looking like the party 
might be a bust. The dispute 
apparently blossomed.” (Des 
Moines Register) 

Charitable Giving 

After a woman was mur- 
dered by her husband, her 
brother, Peter Harri s, began a 
ISO- mile walk to Edinburgh, 
Scotland, to honor her 


memory by advocating 
better treatment for crime 
victims and their families. 
He injured his foot during 
the trek and had to be hos- 
pitalized. He was released 
and finished the journey, 

infected. Doctors had to 
amputate his leg below the 
knee Afterward, he declared 
that if his walk helped win 
support for victims' rights, 

day, people will benefit from 
this, and that's more impor- 
tant than my right leg.” (BBC 
News) 


' FREE WILL ASTROLOGY byrobbrezsny = 


nan 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22 -Dec. 21) 
ii r\ ear Mr. Brezsny: My name is 
I I Sonny McGee, and I own a 
website that caters to people 
who areaddicted to playing poker. I’m a 
big fan of your horoscopes, and I'm won- 
dering if you would like to advertise your 
work to our audience. Gamblers love 
astrology! Get in touch. — Sagittarian 
Wheeler Dealer." Dear Wheeler Dealer: 

Thanks for your interest, but I'll pass. I 
don't like to encourage anyone to focus 
their gambling urges on trivial matters 
like card games, sports events and 
lotteries. I prefer they direct that mojo 
to high-minded stuff like daring them- 
selves to excel, pursuing exciting and 
Idealistic adventures, and doing brave things to help 
world. By the way, it's prime time for you Sagittarians 
up your commitment to those kinds of gambles. 
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3 of Our Favorite Things. 



Buy One, Get One 
FREE Rectangular 
Stoneware Bakers 
Reg.Value $6 

NOW $35.99 


COOK 


www.KissTheCook.net 

72 Church Street, Burlington, 802-863-4226 
a locally owned Mon. - Sat. 9 am - 9 pm, Sunday 1 0 am - 6 pm 

kitchen & gift market Wedding Registry • Professional Knife Sharpening 


Mirror Mirror 
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where in Burlinston 
find it all... 
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makeup • skincare • day spa 
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HENRY GUSTAVSON 
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/Blue Cross Blu 


working closely with BCBSVT to ensure an efficient and seamless transition. 


Vermonter 


■lennyshoe. 


Are you covered? 

I Yourlocal Chamberof Commerce works for you and your small business. 
Besides the many marketing and networking aspects of being a member 
1 of your local chamber, you can take advantage of lower Health and Dental 
1 Insurance costs...the Vermont Association of Chamber of Commerce 
I Executives, is pleased to announce an unprecedented two-year 
health insurance agreement with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
. Vermont (BCBSVT). 


The agreement with BCBSVT provides local Chamber 
of Commerce members with the benefits of health 
coverage through the state's only Vermont-based 
health insurer. More importantly, it assures protection from 
subscription rate increases, maintaining current subscription 
rate levels for another full year and and then limiting to single- 
digits any increases for 201 3 (pending regulatory approval). Until 
the end of 20 1 1 , VACE will hold CIGNAas its provider for all enrolled 
Chamber members. It's just that simple — aren't you pleased to be a member of 
your local Chamber of Commerce? More details about this new arrangement as well 
as more about plans and 
premiumsfor2012canbe 

igh 201 3. 

benefits or plan > 

continued multiple plan selection within each company, 
irage though Vermont's only local health insurer, keeping VACE's 
listrative expenses entirely within the state, supporting jobs, 
tplete, no paperwork to sign, 

application. As of 1/1/2012, If you hvra 0 VACE heollh Insurance plon, you're In. 


found at vaceinsurance. 

com, by calling VACE 
at (802) 229-2231 or at 

your local Chamber of 
Commerce 

In the meantime, your 
chambers and staff are 
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1 00 % OF TICKET SALES TO BENEFIT: 


Vermont Foodbank 


TICKETS ON 


SALE NOW! All $5 goes directly to t 
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Our club provides a friendly, motivating and energizing environment 
for your health and fitness activities. Our trained professional staff and fellow members 
■e always on hand to guide and support you. If a class atmosphere works for you, we offer dozens of 
regularly scheduled fitness and exerdse programs. 


Holiday 

Gift Certificates/ 
Available 


marketplace 
/ / fitness 

29 Church St., Burlington, VT 05401 • 802-651-8773 

www.marketplacefitness.com 


GET ONLINE! 

FREE Wi-Fi service is now available on the Vermonter and 
Ethan Allen Express. Stay productive, or simply sit back 
and have some fun while en route home for the holidays! 


JSA 


RAIL 


visit Amtrak 
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SEVEN DAYS 


PERSONAS 

For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 









MSrE RISQUE? 

TURN THE PAGE. 
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SEXTACULAR 

Hello, I'm looking for some discreet fun. There are a few 
things I haven't been able to try and would like to find 
some interested ladies. Let me know if you're interested. 

jonny51, 27, #122611 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: My biggest turn on is... 
heels or boots and black hair 


SENSATION SEEKER 



CURIoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 
AM the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It’s free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

1 ~ I See photos of 

this person online. 

Hear this person's 
voice online. 

NoToNIHSHIeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the kinky folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4568 




MASSAGE, CONNECTION, COMFORT. 
KISSING. ORGASMS 



orgasm Lascivious S7, P, 0117437 


CUM PLAY WITH US 






isPb v 


If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


WEDNSEDAY NIGHT OUTSIDE 
CHARLIE 0‘S 






that. Ha ha get back to me? When: 
Monday. November 21. 20 Tl. Where: 


CITY MARKET WINE SECTION 

Saturday you (medium length 





NORTH FIELD SAVINGS BANK 
SHEL8URNE RD 

a pleasure to see you®. Maybe one 
day III get up the nerve to ask you to 

NorthField Savings Bank Shelburne Rd. 
You: Woman. Me: Woman. *909738 


BUY-CURIOUS? 



If you're thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 
properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 


GLASSES AND OCTOPUS TSHIRT 

Thanks for being my friend, my 



BOAROINVT 

It was n Ice to get the messages. Go 



You: Man Me: Woman. *909735 


TIP-TOPPED BY HEADY TOPPER! 



Saturday, November 19. 2011. Where: 
Espresso Bueno-Rock Art-Alchemist. 
You: Woman. Me: Woman. *909739 








I've been doing the online dating thing for about six 
months. I'm having fun. meeting nice people, but 
nothing serious yet. I'm looking for your validation 
on my point of view that first dates should be brief 
encounters to see if there's any chemistry, not 
daylong activities, fve had a couple of guys suggest 
first-date excursions like going to see a concert in 
Montreal or heading down to a Patriots game. Both 
activities sound fun. but that would makeour first 
date at least six hours long. I think that's crazy! 
What if we don't get along? Then we're stuck with 
each other the better part of a day! 

I want to know what you think, Mistress, because 
a couple of friends and my mother have expressed 
that they think I’m being close minded and just 
looking for something "wrong" with these guys. 
Please tell me your thoughts, because at this 
point I even think dinner and movie is too much 
commitment for the first date. 




Short and Sweet 


'Deoii Slto'tt and, Sweet, 


fm with you. The best first dates are like building 
blocks. Start with one block, a drink or a cup of 
coffee, to see if conversation and chemistry flow. 

If things go well, add another block: "Hey, I know 
we said we'd meet up just for drinks, but are you 
hungry? I know a great sushi place." If dinner is a 
smash hit, add a third block: "A killer band is playing 
around the corner, feel like catching the show with 
me?" If the night builds slowly, it takes the pressure 
off of both daters from the start. Just be careful not 
to add too much too soon — some blocks shou Id be 
saved for at least the second date, if you catch my 
drift. 

All that said, don't discount these grandiose 
guys — they're simply trying to impress you with 
fun. imaginative date ideas. Instead of kicking 
them to the curb, tell them that while you'd be 
totally down for a concert in Canada ora fun day of 
football, you’d prefer to meet up and see if you click 
before planning a day trip. They'll likely appreciate 
your sensibility, as they won't be betting time and 
resources on a first date that could flop. 




Need advice? 

Email meat mistress@sevendaysvt.com 
or share your own advice on my blog at 
sevendaysvt.com/blogs 








Healthy Living boasts a bounty of 
edible gift ideas for the food 
lovers on your list. We're your 
destination for everything sweet, 
savory, aromatic and bubbly. 

Food inspiration and passion are 
abundant at Healthy Living, so 
stop by for a world of gift ideas! 

SOME LOCAL GIFT IDEAS... 


Shelburne Farms • Shelburne, VT 

2-Year-Old Farmhouse Cheddar Cheese 

Square Deal Farm • Walden, VT 

Pure Vermont Maple Syrup 

Honey Gardens • Ferrisburg, VT 

Apitherapy Raw Honey 



December I5th-20th, we’ll be 
boosting the value of our gift 
cards! (online purchase only) 


$ioo 

$225 | 

$500 

for 

for I 

for 

$90 


$425 


Lincoln Peak Vineyard • New Haven, VT 

Marquette 2010 


Fat Toad Farm • Brookfield, VT 

Vanilla Bean Caramel 


Laughing Moon Chocolates • Stowe, VT 

Signature Chocolate Bars 


222 DORSET STREET, SOUTH BURLINGTON • 863.2569 
HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM 8AM-9PM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 













